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INTRODUCTION

The Wonder of It All! Thewonder of it al isnot that bad things happen to good people - there are
no good people. The Bibletellsusso. Only God is absolutely good. Bad things happen, and bad
things happen to people. Some of those peopl e are bad people and some are people we would call
good. But thewonder of it all isthat good things keep on happening to fallen men and women. The
wonder of it all iswhat God does to see Hisfaithful people through the trials of life, whether these
trials come as the result of God' s permissive will or His directive will. And more to the point, the
wonder of it al isthe Sovereignty of Almighty God.

Thewonder of it al isthat any creature would question the Creator, Sustainer, and Redeemer. The
wonder of it al is- well, wait until God speaks, and then you will understand just alittle of the
wonder of it al.

Theauthor of asmall commentary on the Book of Job reasoned that Job was|ost at the beginning of
the book, and that through all the trials recorded in the book the Lord led him to salvation. A
number of peoplewereinfluenced by thisand taught it to others. A famousradio preacher madethe
basel ess statement that Job was suffering from “I-itis’, wallowing first in pride, then self pity. He
claimed that Job offered sacrificesfor hischildren but not for himself (implying that he did think he
needed it). Theseand similar claimsfly intheface of theintroduction to Job in thefirst few verses.
If you do not get it right at the beginning you are going to have trouble staying on track asyou move
on through the book.

ORIGIN. The human author of the Book of Job remains amystery. Speculations have included
Job, hisfriends, and even Moses. What we do know is that Job is the product of the Holy Spirit.

The date is subject to much debate, with dates ranges from the age of the patriarchs (like Abraham)
toMoses, the Law giver. Sincethe patriarch Job assumed therole of priest and offered sacrificesfor
himself and hisfamily it isassumed in this study that Job lived very early in antiquity, The Period of
the Patriarchs.

RELEVANCE. We will probably agree with that writer who said, “Every intelligent person
knows that he lives every minute of his life on the brink of disaster” (author unknown). Anyone
who has ever had to wrestle with the problem of pain, sickness, suffering, grief, divorce, bankruptcy,
or any other serious problem will find the Book of Job relevant. Anyonewho hasfor any significant
period of time dreaded the next visit to the doctor, answering the door bell or the telephone will
benefit from a study of this book.

UNITY . A thread of unity runsthroughout the book, including sin, suffering, wisdom, and God' s
responseto man’scry for help. The Prologue, Epilogue, and the Wisdom Chapter (Ch. 28) formthe
nucleus about which the rest of the book isbound. A progression of understanding is seen in the
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book. The reader should note this and remind himself to (1) Let the book say what it says rather
than what he wants it to say. (2) Interpret the speeches of Job's friends from the religious
philosophy of the speaker, not the theology of Scripture. Job’s friends will say a lot of high
sounding things that are ssmply not Scriptural.

BASIC THEMES AND SUBJECTS

GOD. The supreme, transcendent Creator, Sustainer, and Redeemer is seen as the source of
wisdom. This book reveals that (1) He cares about us, and (2) He has the answer (His grace is
sufficient, whatever our needs may be).

SUFFERING. The Book of Job deals with important issues:
(1) Why do the righteous often suffer, while many unrighteous people seem never to suffer?
(2) Isadl suffering the direct result of some sin?

Job really does not answer the problem of suffering, but the unexplained presence of sufferinginthe
world is one of the themes.

SATAN. Satanisreveaed inthe Book of Job asarea person, man’s enemy, God's eternal foe.
Somerender theword for Satan, “the adversary” because of the article which appearsin the Hebrew.
| wasin seminary at timewhen some professors were denying the existence of Satan. For example,
my professor for an intensive in Revelation admitted that he did not believe in the existence of a
personal devil because you cannot have two infinite beings (who ever said Satan isinfinite?). A
former seminary professor whom | saw frequently when | was in seminary wrote a commentary
which included the temptations of Christ, yet he did not believe in the existence of Satan. | was
aware of studentswho were being influenced by these men. A friend and | wrote lettersto anumber
of well known pastors to ask their views about Satan. | was surprised at the response from one of
the best known conservative pastors of the day. He told me he did not have time to write, “but
sufficeit to say, | believe what the Bible says.” Then | received the response from Dr. R. G. Leg,
whom | had heard so many times that he was aimost like a second pastor. | got home from our
servicesintimeto hear Dr. Leeon TV every Sunday for several years. Hisresponseisincluded as
an APPENDIX to thisstudy. Pleaseread it - copy it if you like.

WISDOM. Thisis Wisdom Literature and since there is more to the theme of the book than
suffering, wisdom must be considered very carefully. In Job the wisdom of theworld will clash with
thewisdom of God. Thereissuffering and pain so Job’ s friends must have aculprit, ajudge, and a
victim. Inreality, Job wasthe victim but since hisfriends had to place the blame on someone, made
himthe guilty party. Their speechesreflect the wisdom of theworld and when abstractly considered
their counsel seems brilliant, but when applied to Job’ s situation their wisdom offers no comfort.
The real high-water mark of ancient wisdom isfound in chapter 28, the Wisdom Chapter.
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ASSURANCE. Fromthepit of loneliness, despair, and self-pity, Job lifted hisheart to the Lord,
Who then lifted him to a mountain peak experience of comfort and hope - “I may know that my
Redeemer live...” (19:25). Job continualy fights back from despair to hope and assurance.

CHARACTERSIN THE BOOK OF JOB

JOB. “Therewasaman” (1:1): with these words we are introduced to an ancient patriarch who
was healthy, wealthy, and wise. Hewasaman of vast wealth, rarefaith, and uncommon devotion, a
righteous man who had been blessed beyond all his peers. Thisis not a myth or legend but real
history. Job was areal man at areal place at areal time.

The so-called “patience of Job” is proverbial, yet at times he was not only impatient but almost
blasphemous in his effort to get God' s attention. But in spite of those outcries, Job was a man of
impeccable character, unbelievable endurance, and incredible faith. The severetest to which Job's
faith was put might have led one of |esser faith to curse God or even commit suicide, but it presented
Job with an opportunity to search for the wisdom to cope with his situation, the wisdom to
understand his God. No doubt, there might have been a time when the wisdom of Eliphaz, Bildad,
and Zophar might have been sufficient for Job, but not now! In the final analysis, God Himself is
the answer Job needs, not religiouscliché's, philosophical speculation, or apsychological quick-fix.

Through Job’ s suffering God was not trying to break Job’ sfaith - that isthe way Satan works. God
was seeking to validate it and demonstrate it. The Lord allowed Job a lot of time to search for
answers before He responded to His faithful servant. Job’s faith may have wavered at times, but
God'’ s grace never wavers, and the God who watches over us never sleeps.

JOB’SFAMILY . Jobhad awife, seven sons, and three daughters. Hiswife becameasource of
temptation (2:9), but his children reflect a strong spiritual influence. Job had not only trained them
well, he continued to “sanctify” them and to offer sacrifices for them.

ELIPHAZ. The Temanite was from Edom, south of Palestine along side the Dead Sea.  Some
writers suggest that Edom was known for wisdom at thistime. The Edomites were descended from
Esau and in thetime of Amosthe Edomitesweretargeted for the judgment of God. But at this point
in history this Edomite put forth the time and effort to travel to Uz to try to comfort hisfriend, Job.

Dr. J. J. Owens said, “His speeches were well composed and judicial - too coldly academic, but
abstractly considered they werefull of good religiouscounsel.” Some hold that Eliphaz approached
suffering from apsychological standpoint, but one can hardly missthetheological argument, evenif
it was flawed. To Eliphaz, prosperity meant that God had blessed that individual for his
righteousness. Therefore, if one was poor or suffered for some reason, he concluded that God was
punishing him for hissin.



BILDAD. The Shuhite represents the wisdom of the distant east, possible Babylon or Persia. He
appealsto tradition. Some have claimed that hiswas a philosophical approach, but if you examine
his speeches you will discover that they are also theological.

ZOPHAR. The Naamathite (from AsiaMinor) wasazealot. Heisintensely dogmatic - the first
to accuse Job of wickedness.

ELIHU. A younger and moreradica man, Elihu attacked Job for claiming to beinnocent, and the
threefriendsfor not being ableto convincehimto confesshisguilt. Likethe other comforters, Elihu
is very cognizant of the wisdom of the world.

OUTLINE AND PLAN OF THE BOOK

In the Prologue, we are introduced to Job and given the basic story. Thisisaprose section. The
Dialogue section which follows is some of the most beautiful poetry ever written. The Dialogue
section begins with Job’s Lament, his response to the affliction that had befallen him (Ch. 3).

There are three cycles of speeches of speeches in the Dialogue section. Each friend (Eliphaz,
Bildad, and Zophar) make a speech in the first two cycles and Job responds to each. In the third
cycle only Eliphaz and Bildad speak and Job responds to each of them.

At times Job seems to be dealing more with the basic problem of his suffering, his righteousness,
and his effort to get aword from the Lord than in simply responding to one of hisfriends. In some
speeches he simply dismisses a friend with a comment and then returns to the basic problem.

The Wisdom Hymn follows in chapter 28, with Job doing the speaking, and the Job speeches
continue in chapters 29-31. The Elihu speeches are recorded in chapters 32-37. In these speeches
the zeal ous young man blasts Job for not confessing that his suffering isthe result of some sin; and
he blasts Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar for not being able to convince Job that he was guilty of some
horrible sin that had caused all his suffering.

The Y ahweh speeches, 38:1-42:6, record some of the most amazing statements ever made, which
should surpriseno one. After al, HeisGod. However, even the Christian reader of the Book of Job
may be surprised that God does not respond either to Job or his friends as one would expect. His
response is beyond anything either of them might have expected.

John D. W. Watts, who was still teaching Hebrew and Old Testament at New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary when | was there, lists the central issues of Job as:

(1) Wisdom and human existence
(2) Suffering
(3) The Doctrine of God.



(4) Retribution
(5 A Mediator (compare Job with the Law and the Prophets).

For many years students used Dr. Watts two volume survey of the Old Testament in OT survey
classes. Watts states, “ Thus Job is not so much a statement of theology as a challenge for theology

to be readlistic and relevant, while aso being true to the majestic grandeur of both God and man in
the perplexing and disturbing problems of life and existence.”

LITERARY VALUE OF JOB
TENNY SON: “The Greatest poem of ancient or modern times.”
LUTHER: “Magnificent and sublime.”

CARLYSLE: * Thereisnothing written, | think, in the Bible or out of it of equal literary merit.”
|. THE PROLOGUE, CHAPTERS 1- 2

A. “ThereWasaMan”...(1:1-5).

1. Job was agodly, complete man.
a. Hewas blameless (whole, complete - not sinlessly perfect).
b. Hewas upright (straight, a man of godly integrity).
c. He continually feared God.
d. He continually turned from evil.

Thisisthe picture of arighteous man who was about to be subjected to suffering and trials beyond
our comprehension, not an ungodly man who found God through suffering and trials. Wecanlearn
alot about how we should face trials from Job, but, theologically speaking, thereisalimit to what
we can learn from the trials of lost people.

2. Job was a man of substance (1:3).

3. There was an unusual degree of harmony in hisfamily (1:4).

4. Job’sdevotion to God is seen in hisintercession for his children (1:5).
Job was a patriarch, like Abraham. He assumed priestly responsibilities for hisfamily and offered
sacrifices for himself and his children. This was centuries before God gave Moses the sacrificial
system at Sinai.
B. A HEAVENLY COUNCIL (1:6-12).

1. “Sons of God” may refer to a heavenly court of angels. However, this may well refer to



children of God who are assembled for worship. Whichever, Satan is still going to church!

2. The adversary attended the meeting. No problem if thisrefersto congregation of believers,
but eveniif it refersto angels, Satan cannot go where heisforbidden by God. The point here which
we cannot missisthat Satanisareal person - an evil and sinister liar, who iscunning and deceptive.
He isthe bitter enemy of every person created in the image of God.

3. TheLord called attention to His faithful servant Job. “My servant” suggests a position with
the great Old Testament saints like Moses, Caleb, and others. The four primary attributes are
repeated (1:1).

4. Satan challenges God' s assessment of Job’s faithfulness (1:9).
5. God permitted Job to be tested.

The purpose of the testing was obviously not to harm Job but to see his faith manifested and
validated. TheLord will deal with usaccording to Hissovereign will and purpose, so when thetests
come we should go to the Lord through prayer and His Word and trust the Holy Spirit to reveal the
meaning, purpose, and desired results. We have every advantage over Job. We have the whole
Bible- and we are on this side of Pentecost. The Holy Spirit will guideus. That does not mean that
He is going to give you some “word of knowledge” that will enable you to diagnose causes and
prescribe for your neighbor. That was the problem Job had with his friends.

C. JOB’S CHILDREN AND WEALTH ALL DESTROYED (1:13-19).

Many lesser men and women have committed suicide under similar circumstances (suicidewas often
the response to people who lost everything during the Great Depression). Job’ slosseswere sudden,
complete, and phenomenal. While all our questions are not answered, thereis much moreinvolved
here than a bet between God and Satan. Thisis certainly not God's normal way of dealing with
faithful servants, but we must remember that God is sovereign and His grace is aways sufficient.

D. JOB’S RESPONSE TO HIS GREAT LOSSES (1:20-22).

1. Hetore hisouter roe and shaved his head, outward signs of mourning.

2. Inwardly, his attitude was one of resignation to the will of God. However, thisis not to be
misinterpreted. Perhapsthe prayer of Alcoholics Anonymous, adapted from St. Francis of Assis,
will help:

“Almighty God, give met her strength to change the thingsthat ought to be changed,
and the grace to accept those things that cannot be changed, and the sense enough to

know the difference.”

3. Job passed the test.



Hedid not accuse God of evil. Hetrusted hisLord and insisted that he would maintain hisintegrity.
E. THE SECOND HEAVENLY COUNCIL (2:1-6).
1. God again called attention to Job, pointing out that he had passed the test.

2. Satan again argues with God (“skin for skin”) - a free trandation might be, “There is skin
beneath the skin”, meaning that he had only scratched the surface.

3. Job was stricken with ulcerous sores and possibly forced outside the city in a dump where
lepers were forced to live.

4. Job’s wife tried to get him to “curse God and die,” but Job rebuked her - though not too
harshly, by telling her that she was speaking as a foolish woman.

5. Instead of curing God as Satan predicted, Job praised Him (2:10).
6. Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar visit Job (2:11-13).

a. These wise men had a quote for every situation.

b. They were the best counselors to be found any where.
c. They were compassionate - for seven days.

d. They were sincere.

e. They werereligious.

f. Theirs, however, was the wisdom of the world.

They were comforters for seven days while they sat with Job and offered support, but when they
began to speak they became“ Job’sComforters’. Therearealot of “Job’s Comforters’ inthechurch
today.

Il. THE DIALOGUE SECTION, CHAPTERS 3-27

A. JOB’'SLAMENT, CH. 3.

Job finally broke the long silence to curse the day of his birth. This does not mean that he used
profanity. Hetreated asinsignificant the day of his birth, wishing that he had never been born. He
obviously spokein full confidencethat hisfriendswould be sympathetic. Washe ever wrong! His
pain and suffering wereintensified by their lack of compassion, by their insensitivity, and finally by
their attacks on hisfaith. Next, hisgrief was intensified by the feeling that His Lord has forsaken
him.

PLEASE NOTE: It ismuch easier to praise the poetic section of Job thanitisto explainit. Tocry
that the date of one’ s birth be blotted out was apparently not too uncommon in Job’sday. Itwasa
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powerful expression of despair.

Job’ sunderstanding of death and that which lies beyond was not as clear asthe picturewe seeinthe
New Testament. There is a progressive revelation of God's redemptive purpose, including His
Messianic Covenant, the subject of life after death, and Heaven and hell in the Old Testament.
Thereisalso aprogressive revelation of God' sdealingswith His servantsin the Book of Job, sowe
should not judge Job too harshly based on the cry of this chapter, in isolation from the rest of the
Book.

B. THE FIRST CYCLE OF SPEECHES, CHAPTERS 4-14.
la ELIPHAZ MAKESHISFIRST SPEECH, CHS. 4-5.

4:1 - Eliphaz began his speech with understanding and grace, showing the courtesy of the Middle
East. When considered in the abstract, and when considered from the perspective of many lost
people and some Christians, his speech seemsto contain brilliant religious counsel.

4:7 - Eliphaz states the theme around which the comforters will make most of their speeches. Itis
the idea of material retributive justice - if you are healthy, wealthy, and wise it meansthat God has
blessed you because you arerighteous, but if you are suffering or in poverty, you are being punished
for sin (see 4:7-8).

4:12 - Thevision of Eliphaz.
4:17 - “Can aman be declared righteous by God?’
5:1 - Eliphaz appeals to Job to ask for an intercessor (mediator).
ARBITER (9:33) WITNESS (16:19) REDEEMER (19:25)

In a masterful mixture of truth and error Eliphaz suggests that if the wicked prosper it will be for
only ashort time. That sounds good and the Phariseeswould have agreed, regardless of evidenceto
the contrary. Thereareindividuals, and familieswho have prospered for generationswhile engaged
in questionable activities. Some brewersand distillers invest millionsin charity, but their product
has cost society billions, broken countlesslives, destroyed homesand fueled all sortsof crime. Yet

they prosper.

5:8 - Eliphaz resortsto the “If | were you approach.”

NOTE: When | first wrote those words, | was walking around on strong, healthy feet and had never
had aserious health problem. Littledid | realizewhat | would be going through within afew years.
| went to afoot specialist with what | later learned |ater was a pinched nerve. Within months of that
time medical errors had all but wiped out my feet. | would sit on abar stool to preach for 25 years
and make hospital calls in a wheel chair for twenty years. You want to know one of the most
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frustrating thing | had to deal with during all that time? It was the people who asked, “What
happened to you?" Then | would go through the explanation, knowing that before | got half way
through it they had already stopped listening and started their “If | wereyou” response - “If | were
you | would sue those doctors.” “If | were you | would have done thus and so.” Some of their
suggestionswere so simplethat | could not hel p but wonder if they thought | wastoo stupid to think
of it! For example, “Y ou ought to get out and walk around the block - oh, you can’t, can you?’

5:17 - Eliphaz believes that if Job repents all his possessions will be returned to him.

5:26 - The vigor of an aged man was thought to indicate his righteousness.

5:27 - Eliphaz boasts of hiswisdom, the authority of hiscounsdl: “Behold this, we have investigated
it, thusit is; Hear it, and know for yourself.” What arrogance, but | doubt that he thought of it as

such.

ANDREW BLACKWOOD LISTS THE PRINCIPLE ARGUMENTS OF THE COMFORTERS:

1. Therighteous are blessed 2. God istranscendent
3. Manisunworthy of divine love 4. Evil ispunished (here and now isimplied)
5. Sorrow closely connected with sin 6. Suffering has disciplinary value

7. God will forgive the one who repents.
Thereisalot of truthin all of this, but their application left alot to be desired.
1b. JOB’SFIRST REPLY TO ELIPHAZ, CHS. 6-7.

Job was willing to listen - or maybe we should say he wasforced to listen to hisfriends - but in his
reply he does not always deal with the previous speech. Suffering or grief will do that to you.
Sometimes he simply dismisses the speech and goes back to the basic issue. Too many people get
side tracked and never go far enough to find an answer.

6:1ff - Job defends his right to present his case to God (even to complain).

6:2-4 - Heimpliesthat God has been unfair. Job seemstoimply that hisfriend’ sown case and his
prosperity have made him incapable of real sympathy for one who is suffering.
6:6 - Job haslost hisdesireto live.

6:8-13 - Job repeats his death wish. However, at no time does his contemplate suicide. Only God
has the right to end life. Still, Job sees death as his only way out. He seems to be saying, “I had
rather be dead than in my present condition, but | will maintain my integrity no matter what
happens.”
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6:14ff - Job expresses how deeply he has been hurt by hisfriends unkindness. Heisnot moved by
their arguments.

6:20f - Job’ s friends came to comfort but stayed to confound and torment.

6:22 - In al his suffering Job never asks his friends for anything. He haslost everything but does
not expect anyone elseto replace hislosses. Heislookingto God. Towhom do peoplelook today?
To God or government (tax payers)?

6:24 - Job is till willing to be taught - but so far Eliphaz has not taught him anything.

“Adversity usually makes the undisciplined person bitter, hostile, aggressive, and antagonistic
toward hisenvironment. On the other hand, adversity makes the self-disciplined and whol e person
search deeper for the meaning which liesat theroot of suffering” (B. R. Faulkner). Thusfar Job has
found no answer but heis still seeking - and enduring.

7:1 - Job continues to grieve over his circumstances and the trials of life, and he continues his
complaints against the Lord.

7:7 - 20 - Job seems to turn his attention from Eliphaz to address God as he continues in these
Verses.

In this passage he examines the possibility of life after death. What we have to remember hereis
that Job had never seen aBible. He had never read the words of Christinred. He had never held a
copy of the Book of Revelation. Asa matter of fact, this may well be the earliest Scripture ever
written!  Yet, he believes there is something beyond death. How could he know that? God
instructed Noah and Noah instructed his sons, who in turn instructed their children and
grandchildren. Andwhileonly afew people remained faithful to the Lord, Hisword was never lost.
Some have claimed that Moses based the Law on the Code of Hammurabi. They never stop to
consider the likelihood that the Code of Hammurabi was based on the teachings handed down from
Noah following the Flood, even if the oral law had been diluted by the time Hammurabi codified his
system of law and ethics.

Some writers havereferred to this as one of the most amazing prayersever recorded. It beginsona
plaintive note, risesto abellow of purerage, then fadesinto awhisper. Thisisdesperation praying.

7:20 - Job uses the word sin for the first time in the Book: “Have | sinned? What have | done to
Thee, O watcher of men? Why hast Thou set me as Thy target, So that | am a burden to myself?”’
What effect does sin have on man? What effect does man’s sin have on God?

2a. BILDAD’'SFIRST SPEECH, CH. 8.

8:11-2 - Bildad ismore critical than Eliphaz in hisfirst speech, possibly because it was his nature,

but possibly because he felt that Eliphaz had failed and he needed to apply more pressure on Job.
He accuses Job of making windy speeches. He hintsat Job’ sguilt and impliesthat his children had
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been slain because of their guilt. Hiswas areward/punishment philosophy of religion. He appeals
to traditional wisdom to prove his point. He was well versed in the wisdom of the world, and his
theology, though flawed, was simple, and had an appeal to those who arereligious but without atrue
knowledge of the holiness of God.

Bildad “plunges into a biting condemnation that, for sheer rudeness, would be difficult to excel.
First he calls Job a windbag. Then he twists the knife in Job’s wound by announcing that his
children were killed as punishment for their sins’ (Blackwood).

Any factsthat do not agree with Bildad’ stheology are disregarded and if any fact ismissing he will
supply. He had good intentions but he was amiserable comforter. Bildad doesnot concern himself
as much as Eliphaz with what Job may have done to cause his suffering. Heis more interested in
what he ought to do now to get relief from the suffering - only trust the Lord and everything will be
al right! Can those who hold this view not see that many who have suffered have been people of
deep faith? For example, thereis Joni Erickson Tada, who earnestly desiresto go to Heaven where
she can dance on streets of gold, but every day she remains on earth blesses countless others.

2b. JOB’S FIRST RESPONSE TO BILDAD, CHS. 9-10.

Job ostensibly isanswering Bildad but seemsto respond moreto the comments of Eliphaz (thefinite
cannot understand theinfinite). Onewriter says, “Job, sensing his helplessness, criesfor an arbiter
who canintercede with God for him. Inthevalley of the shadow, Job discoversthe need for Christ”
(Blackwood).

9:1-2a - Job dismisses Bildad impatiently if not contemptuously: “Intruth | know that thisisso...”
In essence, heissaying, “Yes, what you are saying istrue - asfar asit goes.”

9:2- Job immediately turnsfrom Bildad’ s argument to respond to Eliphaz’ claimin 4:17 that God
isjust and man isnot: “But how can aman bein the right before God?” The KJV has“just” with
God. Theword translated “just” was aword used to designate an innocent party in alawsuit. The
idea of alawsuit between God and man is beginning to dominate Job’ s thoughts at this point. He
feelsthat heis not getting justice at this point.

Psychologiststell usthat it isnatural for man to question God, and even to curse God when they he
going through a prolonged period of suffering, or when some catastrophe befallshim. | wasthirty-
six years old when | went to a*“foot specialist” with what | would learn years later was a pinched
nerve between two metatarsal jointsin my left foot. After seeing a series of doctors who had not
specialized in thejoints of thefeet, | wasreferred to Dr. Edwin Hemnesin Clarksdale, Mississippi,
an orthopedist who specialized in the bones of thefeet. He helped immensely before having aheart
attack and having to give up hispractice. It wastwo more yearsbeforefriends Andy and Jan Mercer
persuaded me to see Dr. Henry McDonald at the Fort Worth Bone and Joint Clinic. With some
stretching exercise his therapist gave me | began to make progress.

| prayed fervently for healing. | prayed for relief from pain and begged the Lord to give me relief
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from the intense burning in my feet. | suffered from pain, grieved over the inability to do things
with my sons | had previously done, and prayed daily that the Lord would lift me up, let me stand
and walk so that | could do the work to which He had called me. In all this, | never became angry
with God. It never occurred to me to curse God. He was my hope. | sought medical help, but
understood that the healing process was in His hands. Was | somehow superior to Job? Or more
righteous than he? Of course not! But | had read Job, and | had read Romans 8:28. | had alot of
advantages Job never had - plusthe fact that | had not lost all my children and | had awife of deep
faith and keen spiritual insight.

Y ou and | should thank God for the experience of Job, and for the fact that the Holy Spirit inspired
thewriting of thisaccount, and that He has miraculously preservedit. Furthermore, Heiswith usto
illuminate our hearts so that we may understand the message and make an application of it in our
own lives.

9:3-10 - Job acknowledges God' s omnipotence and declares that it isimpossible to contend with
Him. However, he continuesto do just that - to contend with God. He wanted to question God but
knew that it isimpossible to put Him on the witness stand.

9:11-16 - Job realizes that his only hope was to fall on the mercy of the court.

9:17-24 - There are several low-water marks in Job’s experience, but here in the ninth chapter is
probably the lowest point in his spiritual pilgrimage (of course onetendsto feel that way at various
points). Surely, here he remembers hiswife’'s counsel - curse God and die.

In despair he declaresthat he will not find justice from God. Here, arighteous man shocks uswith
blasphemouswords. But then we should not be shocked. | had rather elect an official hypocriteand
cast verbal stones at him than to admit that | might have any hypocrisy in me - and we al do, or at
least there is the temptation to be hypocritical. | know too much theology to ever be tempted to
make bl asphemous statements about God, right? Francis Shaeffer stressed that we should never be
surprised at what fallen manwill do. 1f you have never surprised yourself with your own sinfulness,
you are far superior to Paul!

Job states some sound sociological ideasin this chapter but in verse 23 he states some bad theol ogy:
“If the scourge kills suddenly, He mocks the despair of the innocent.” That is not the God of the
New Testament. That is not even the God of Psalms. But Job had never read either the NT or
Psalms. This, however, isthe cry of atormented soul and does not reflect hisfinal conclusion - a
conclusion, by the way, which has special significance to us today.

9:30-35 - Job again stressesthe need for a mediator. He cannot cleanse himself (vs. 30). If he
goes to court he needs a mediator, but has not assurance there will be one: “Nor is there any
mediator between us, Who may lay his hand on us both.” “Job clearly recognizes that thereis a
difference between the holiness of God and the sinfulness of man, which the latter cannot bridge.
Consequently, Job longs for a mediator” [Believer’s Study Bible Notes - BSB].

10:1ff - Once again Job turns to God in prayer - this one is a sort of lamentation. The suffering
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patriarch is both emotionally and physically exhausted. He questions God’'s motives. Despair is
piled upon despair as Job accuses God of being unfair. Hecries, “Y our hands have made me and
fashioned me, An intricate unity; Yet Y ou would destroy me” (10:8, NKJV). Job had never read
Psalm 139.

10:20-21 - Job once again ponders death and wonders what liesbeyond: “Arenot my daysfew?
Cease! Leave me alone, that | may take alittle comfort, Before | go to the place from which | shall
not return, To the land of darkness and the shadow of death...”

3a. ZOPHAR'SFIRST SPEECH, CHAPTER 11.

After listening to Job’s response to Eliphaz and Bildad, and having listened to Job declare his
innocence, Zophar was apparently convinced there was no reason to be tactful. Blackwood writes,
“Where Bildad scourged with awhip, Zophar uses scorpions.” His attitude isthat it isimpossible
for man to understand God and the effort would only bring added frustration. Itistheold, “it must
be God’swill” approach. God is sovereign, but He permits man to make decisions and to face the
consequences of those decisions.

11:5 - “Oh, that God would speak...” Zophar was absolutely sure he knew what God would say if
He did speak, and he was al so absolutely sure he could speak for God. | seem to remember some
people like that! When God does speak (38:1-42:6), Job’s problems were solved, his questions
were answered, and the issues were put into perspective - but He did not say exactly what Zophar
thought he would say.

11:6 - There are two thoughts expressed here:

1) God’'swisdom is beyond human comprehension.
2) Job deserved greater punishment (according to Zophar).

11:13 - Zophar callson Job to repent. We can only imagine what torment this comforter brought to
Job. Hisfrustration was amost morethan he could bear without the accusations and demands of his
friends.

3b. JOB’S FIRST RESPONSE TO ZOPHAR, CHAPTERS 12-14.

12:2 - Job cuts Zophar down with biting humor: “Wisdom shall die with you!”

12:3 - Job was aware of the proverbs and wise saying hisfriendswere throwing at him, and he could
quote them himself - but they did not help him now. The wisdom of the world may help in normal
situations, but there are times when the wisdom of the world falls far short of solutions or relief.

12:6 - AN OBSERVATION: Job refutes what all three comforters have been saying. They clam
that the wicked are always made to suffer for their sinsin thisworld. Job points out that while we
may think this is true, neither experience nor observation will support their claim. Thieves and
godless men often live long lives in luxury and comfort, many of them living to an advanced age.
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12:12-20 - Hereagain, Job tells hisfriendsthat the world shows God’ s power, but he still insiststhat
his cry for justice has gone unheard.

CHAPTER 13. Job forsakes the defensive position and goes on the offensive against these friends
who came to comfort but stayed to torment him. His friends had based their argument on afalse
premise, and when one bases his position on afal se premise he will alwaysreach afalse conclusion.

Since this was the best argument the wisdom of the world had to offer in Job’s day, we should be
especially thankful that the Lord permitted His servant to go through all the suffering to which he
was subjected so that we might learn something about God' s dealing with His people during the
trials of life. Nearly two thousand years later the Pharisees were till regurgitating the same
arguments made by Job’s friends. Sadly, many do not seem to be able to get beyond that point
today.

13:1-10 - Someone has described Job’ s attitude in this section one of “ magnificent inconsistency.”
He denies that God has dealt with him justly, but them acknowledges God's justice to his
comforters.

Inreality, hisheart isstill crying out to God. There may be timeswhen you cannot figure your way
out of asituation and all you know to do isto continue to cry out to the Lord.

13:13-15 - His friends have continued to accuse Job of sin and he continues to deny it and to
maintain hisintegrity.

13:16a - Paul quotes this statement while he was still in prison awaiting the decision of the court -
“Because | know thiswill lead to my deliverance through your prayers and help from the Spirit of
Jesus Christ” (HCSB). Like Paul, Job looked to God as his only hope.

13:20-28 - In this section it seems that Job shares at least some of his comforters' theology. He
wonders if his suffering is the result of some sin, but cannot determine what that sin might have
been.

CHAPTER 14. Inverse 1, Job declares that man’s days are full of trouble.

14:2-12 - Job wrestleswith the matter of man’smortality. Will aninfinite God deal with finite man?
In verses 7-12, Job deals with that which lies beyond death. First of all he expresses doubt.
Remember, he has never seen aBible, has never read that Jesusisthe Resurrection and theLife, and
has never been indwelt by the Holy Spirit as NT saints have. He sees hope for atree that has been
cut down, but what about aman. Inverse 12, he declaresthat thereisno life after death. However,
God isnot through with His servant, and Job will wrestle with the problem until he arrives at a better
answer.

14:13-22 - A VITAL QUESTION: “If aman die shall he live again?’ Job is facing some basic
guestion his friends have not addressed at this point. But, having seen aray of light - just a brief
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flash - the patriarch lapses back into the shadows of doubt once again. Thankfully, the Book of Job
does not end on this note of defeat. There is more and those who do not grow weary with the
repetition will be rewarded as they continue.

C. THE SECOND CYCLE OF SPEECHES, CHS. 15-21.
la. THE SECOND SPEECH OF ELIPHAZ, CH. 15.

In 15:1-6, Eliphaz attacks Job directly. Job has stubbornly maintained hisinnocence and hisfriends
just as stubbornly try to persuade him to admit to some sin which has caused all his suffering.
Thereisagreat deal of repetition here and the reader may grow weary at times, but asthefull story
is unveiled the master plan is seen more clearly. God intended to expose the hollowness of the
popular faith in material retributive justice, and no one can say Hefailed inthis. He expressed with
vivid insight and keen logic afaith that was inadequate, in Job’ s day, and in our day.

15:7 - 16 - Eliphaz accuses Job of pride. Unconsciously, he is talking in circles about the
inevitability of sin and doom of the wicked.

15:17-35 - Eliphaz holds out no hope for Job - no mercy or grace. There is no word about
repentance or God’ slove, only agloomy reiteration of divinewrath against sinful man. Thismight
remind of the “fire and brimstone” preacher who can only see the wrath of God, never His mercy.

1b. JOB’S SECOND REPLY TO ELIPHAZ (HIS FOURTH SPEECH), CHS. 16-17.
16:1-2 - “Job’s Comforters’ - they go to comfort, stay to torment.

A woman, criminally assaulted, savagely beaten ,and viciously stabbed some forty times wasin
critical condition in ahospital with a police guard at the door. She asked the nurseto call me. She
had heard of me because arelative was amember of the church | served as pastor. When | arrived,
sheasked, “Did God do thisto me?’ | assured her thiswasthe work of the devil, not the Lord. She
snapped, “The next person who comes through that door and tells me that thiswas God swill, I'm
going to throw that glassat him!” Y ou couldn’t blame her!

Let us face one fact: God knows what is going to happen and can intervene in any situation as it
serves His purpose. There are things that happen according to His permissive will, and things that
happen according to His directive will (see the Book of Amos for more on that).

16:4-5 - “If | were the comforter and you were in my condition...?’ If he were the comforter and
Eliphaz the suffer Job says, “I could compose words against you, And shake my head at you.”
Picture Eliphaz sitting there shaking his head at Job as a sign of derision.

16:8-17 - In this description of hisfate, Job seems to suspect Satan’ s part in hisdilemma (11f). In
this passage Job in despair wrongly accuses God of:

(1) mauling him as would a beast (v. 9)
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(2) turning him over to wicked men (v. 11)
(3) using him as would an archer for target practice (vv. 12-13)
(4) attacking him aswould awarrior (v. 14).

Inverse 11, he claimsthat God has turned him over to ungodly people who then turned him over to
thewicked. Does he have Satan in mind here? Regardless of what Job understood about Satan, he
was definitely involved!

16:18- Job cries, “ O earth, do not cover my blood, And let there be no resting placefor my cry.” He
has already cried out that he saw death as the only escape from his suffering, but here he cries for
vindication - asdid Abel’s blood (Gen. 4:10).

16:19- 20 - Job still clingsto the hope that he has awitness (Mediator) in Heaven. “My friendsare
my scoffers; My eye weepsto God.” Even though he felt self-pity and defeat, he is not giving up.
Even though hisfriends scoff, he still looksto Heaven for aWitness (Advocate) Who will plead his
case.

16:21 - Job cries, “ O that aman might plead with God Asaman with hisneighbor!” In desperation,
he cries that he cannot plead directly with God as he would a neighbor. We cannot stress too
strongly the fact that Job had never read the Book of Psalms, Isaiah or Jeremiah, or any of the New
Testament. He had never heard Jesus say, “I will be with you always, even unto the end of the
earth.”

17:1-2 - Job isfacing thereality of death, and does not seem to be bothered by that asmuch asheis
by the scoffers. Some have suggested that at this point Job isno longer fighting for survival, but for
recognition in Heaven that he is righteous. It would be interesting to know how many believers
alive today can appreciate this attitude - “I am not afraid to die, | just want my lie to mean
something.”

17:3-5 - Job again goes to God in prayer, thistime asking God to post his bond. Hisfriends have
become scoffers, so he turns to the only One Who might understand and help.

17:6-16 - Despair isagain seenin the cry, “But He has made me abyword of the people, And | am
one at whom men spit.” He has become a byword among the people and they pass by and spit on
him. Once highly respected, heis not held in derision, the object of cruel jokes and vile behavior.
The word Sheol (vv. 13, 16) isused 65 timesin the OT. Sheol may refer to the grave, where the
body is placed at death ( Num. 16:30, 33; Ps. 16:10), or it may also refer to the place of departed
spirits - speaking of both the righteous (as here) and the wicked (Prov. 9:18).

2a. BILDAD’S SECOND SPEECH, CH. 18.
18:1:f - Bildad goes for the jugular as his attack on Job intensifies. Rather than afriend who has

come to comfort, he is now a religious zealot who is determined to bring Job to his knees. He
demands, “Why are we regarded as beasts, As stupid in your eyes?’ (18:3).
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18:11 - Bildad has made it clear that he thinks Job iswicked (1-10). Read hisvivid description of
the fate of sinners.

The more stubbornly Job maintains his innocence, the less tolerant his friends become. 1t would
seem that the validity of their whole philosophy depends upon their being ableto convince Job of his
guilt. If that seemsstrange, think of theintensity of the hatred of the Muslimsin the Middle East for
the Jews. What isthe basisfor that? Isit racial? Many of the Muslims are Semitic! The source of
the conflict isreligious. The existence of Israel as a state makes a lie of Islam and the only way
many seeto vindicatetheir religionisto destroy Israel. Religion has spawned hatred and wars down
through the centuries, and Job’ s friends are now attacking him with religious fervor. Religion, by
theway, isman’squest for God - hiseffort to appease or gain the favor of agod. Christianity isnot
areligion, itisarelationship! Jesus came to seek and save thelost. God seeks us before we have
any concept of our need for Him.

2b. JOB’'S SECOND REPLY TO BILDAD, CH. 19.

19:1 - Job’ sresponse is now more heated as he responds to the attack of Bildad. In frustration, he
cries, “How long will you torment me?”’

19:3 - “These ten times you have insulted me, Y ou are not ashamed to wrong me.” We do not have
to look for ten insultsin Bildad' s last speech. Ten here us used here in the sense of “many”.

19:5- “If indeed you vaunt yourselves against me” meansthat they were building up ahigh opinion
of themselves by tearing Job down.

19:6-12 - Job again turns from his visitors to accuse God: “Know then that God has wronged me,
And has closed His net around me. Behold, | cry, ‘Violence!” but | get no answer; | shout for help,
but thereisno justice” (vv. 6-7). Job makes God the culprit in what he considers and injustice.

19:13- 22 - Job feels forsaken by his friends and abandoned by God:

“All my associates abhor me, And those | love have turned against me. My bone
clings to my skin and my flesh, And | have escaped only by the skin of my teeth.
Pity me, pity me, O you my friends, For the hand of God has struck me. Why do you
persecute me as God does, And are not satisfied with my flesh?’ (19-22) .

19:23 - Job calls upon his posterity to examine his cause. He declares, “Oh that my words were
written! Oh that they were inscribed in a book!” Little did he realize that his words would be
recorded in abook, a book that would bear his name - and what a book it is!

19:25-26 - Suddenly, amidst all the dark shadows and doubts aray of light breaks through. Mark

this down a high water mark in the Book of Job! He declares, “And asfor me, | know that my
Redeemer lives, And at the last He will take His stand on the earth. Even after my skin is
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destroyed, Yet from my flesh | shall see God.”

The word “know” here means to know by experience. “Redeemer” refers to the next of kin who
would act as an avenger in the event that an individual was murdered, or pay the ransom for a
kinsman who had been sold into slavery. He might also be called upon to assume the
responsibilities of one who had died (as in the case of Boaz).

Here, Job islooking for a Vindicator who is more than human, one who will be living after Job is
gone, one who would usher himinto the presence of God and declare him righteous. HisMessianic
understand was limited, but he was very much aware of his need for a Mediator. When Job
declared, “1 shall see God,” he had never read the NT. He had never read the words of Jesusin red!
Thisisamazing. If thiswasthefirst book of the Bibleto have been written, it iseven more amazing
that Job had such hope.

3a. ZOPHAR'S SECOND SPEECH, CH. 20.

20:1-3 - Job’ slast speech caught Zophar off guard for amoment, but he quickly recovered to begin
afresh assault with the same old charges.

20:4-11 - Zophar announcesthat the prosperity of thewicked will bevery brief. Hepointsto Job’s
suffering as proof of hissin.

From time to time someone will say, “ Crime doesnot pay.” Some criminals are arrested and made
to pay, others continue to commit crimes and rake in the money. We have to be careful when
making a blanket statement about people and about behavior. What we have to remember is that
God is sovereign and He will deal with each person as He wills.

There are others who are not criminals, but whose values are ungodly. Some of those prosper here
on earth, but some do not. Ann Counter wrotein acolumn released August 20, 2003, that billionaire
Warren Buffett has been astrong advocate of abortion. That isan ungodly position, yet heisone of
therichest men in theworld, reportedly worth over thirty-five billion dollars. However, hestill has
an appointment at the judgment bar of God!

20:12-17 - That which tastes sweet will become poison to the wicked.

20:18-29 - Zophar declaresthat he wicked will never escapethe penalty for their sins. Hisspeechis
moving and powerful; religious but faulty.

3b. JOB’S SECOND RESPONSE TO ZOPHAR, CH. 21.

Job makes asignificant contribution to theology and philosophy in this speech: material retributive
justice simply will not hold up in the end. It sounds good to some people but it is bad theology.

21:2-3 - Job demands the attention of hisfriends: “Listen carefully to my speech, And let this be
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your way of consolation. Bear with methat | may speak; Then after | have spoken, you may mock.”

21:7-15 - The wicked often live a life of ease, comfort, and luxury. They often enjoy the life
promised by certain tel-evangelists - they are healthy, wealthy, and wise. Many asolivealonglife.
All evil men do not suffer inthisworld. Thisbringsusto one of the basic issues of thisbook: Why
does God permit wicked people to prosper while righteous people often suffer? | have an answer
which | could not have used when | first prepared this study before teaching the Book of Job in a
number of churches. Inthe computer age we understand theterm, “ User Friendly.” Well, theworld
isuser friendly to those who are of theworld - Satan will seetoit that enough evil people prosper in
thisworld to attract more and more peopleto their lifestyle. At timeswe hearsone of those singers
whose music glorifiesimmorality, substance abuse, and all sorts of evil thingstell usthat they got
their start singing in a church choir. How many people are there in America who are willing to
compromise everything they have ever been taught at home or in the church for the glory of
Hollywood? But for every person who becomes a star, how many end up broken and in despair?

21:16-33 - How often do the wicked pay for their sins? Job asks hisfriendsto look for some actual
cases. We can ask to same thing today. Have you looked at the Kennedyslately? And what about
former president Bill Clinton, or Senator Hilary Clinton? Can you imagine either of them being
elected to public office when America truly was a Christian nation. Could you imagine what the
Founding Fatherswould said if someone had told them that profane and immoral people would be
elected to the highest offices in the land?

21:34 - Job nails his comforters: “How then will you vainly comfort me, For your answers remain
full of falsehood?’

D. THE THIRD CYCLE OF SPEECHES, CHAPTERS 22-27.
la. ELIPHAZ MAKESHIS THIRD SPEECH, CH. 22.

NOTE: Inthethird cycle of speeches Zophar does not speak and Bildad cuts his speech short. Job
seems more restrained in this beautiful poetic section. The beauty and poetic quality of the Book of
Job has never been surpassed, not by the ancient Greek and Roman writers, the Elizabethan poets,
nor by modern writers. Isit not interesting that Job is not studied as Shakespeare?

22:2-20 - Eliphaz goesimmediately to the attack with cold, cruel, academic, remorselesslogic. |If
Job is stubborn, Eliphaz is even more so. He now even names sins for Job.

22:13-18 - Blackwood points out that Eliphaz uses some dirty tricksin “misquoting” what Job has
said in chapter 21. 22:17-18 isan almost direct quote of 21:14-16. In chapter 21, Job spoke bitterly
about the godless man who prospers. Here Eliphaz identifies Job with them and seemsto glory in
his conviction that they will be destroyed. He refers to God's transcendence but his view is
inadequate (vv12-20).
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22:21-20 - Eliphaz makes some good points about repentance but he is still trying to get Job to
repent of sins he has not committed. Note his advice:

1) “Make peace with God” (vs 21).
2) “You must humbly return to God” (23-24).

1b. JOB’S THIRD RESPONSE TO ELIPHAZ, CHS. 23-24.

23:1-9 - In desperation (and in ), Job cries out, “Oh that | knew where | might find Him, That |
might cometo Hisseat! | would present my case before Him And fill my mouth with arguments. |
would learn the words which He would answer, And perceive what He would say to me” (3-5). In
verse 8 he says, “Behold, | go forward but He is not there, And backward, but | cannot perceive
Him.”

Job cannot find God; nevertheless, heis confident that God knows about him. He has
remained faithful and commits himself to God despite his great trials and lack of
understanding. Hereaffirmsthe character of God: (1) Hisreasonablenessand justice
(v. 7); (2) His uniqueness and unchangeableness (v. 13); and (3) His awesomeness
(vv. 16, 17) [BSB].

Job’s “half-prayer” in this passage is not a prayer of repentance or praise, but a complaint. He
claims he searches for God and God flees from him. Job overlooks the fact that God always takes
theinitiative in our relationship with Him.

23:10-17 - Job continuesto proclaim hisinnocence: “But He knowsthe way | take; When He has
tried me, | shall comeforthasgold” (v. 10). Thelast part of thisverse does not refer to the refining
effect of suffering, but to his innocence. “When the *Assayer’ tries him, He will find not secret
dross cleverly concealed from men (as his friends charged), but gold” [RSB].

24:1-12 - Job turnsfrom hisown suffering to consider sufferingin general. Why does God permit a
righteous man to suffer? Parenthetically, one might respond to that question by saying He doesn’t
becausetherearen’t any! (Thereisnonerighteous, no not one). However, thereare children of God
who have been clothed in the righteousness of Jesus Christ who do suffer in thisworld. Why does
God permit them to suffer? Job seesthe problem more clearly than hisfriends but he still does not
havetheanswer. In 1-12, he describesthe plight of those who suffer, with attention givenin 5-8 and
10-11 to the poverty stricken.

24:13-17 - Job turns from the wicked who persecute the poor to those who rebel against the light.
Threekinds of sinners are mentioned who work under cover of darkness: (1) thieves, (2) murderers,
and (3) adulterers. Since some of these types of sins are committed in the light, it seems that the
thought goes beyond the evening time. Darkness symbolizes the realm in which ungodly people
operate. In contrast, God isthe eternal Light; Heis eternally the Light.

24:18-25 - Divinejusticeiscertain. Job claims he has been denied justice, yet he continuesto call
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ontheLord. He knowsthewicked will be destroyed. Delayed justiceisimplied. Job, however, is
wrong when he assumes that God does not care.

2a. BILDAD’STHIRD SPEECH, CH. 25.

Bildad was shocked by Job’ swords but he could not refute them. Often wicked do prosper whilethe
righteous have accidents, contract cancer, |ose sons and daughters, and suffer businessfailures. Just
as Job iswrong when he claims that God does not care when the wicked sin, Bildad iswrong when
in assuming that only evil men dieyoung, loseloved ones, and suffer from diseases. He beginswith
afalse premise and reaches a false conclusion.

25:1-5 - Bildad isright when he claims that God is omnipotent (all powerful), but he shows his
misunderstanding of God when he asks, “How then can a man be just with God?’ (Vs. 4).

25:6 - Manisnot worthy of God’ s care, but heisworth enough for God to care. Man isnot worthy,
but neither is he worthless.

2b. JOB’S THIRD RESPONSE TO BILDAD, CHS 26-27.
26:1-4 - Job responds with biting sarcasm.

“What ahelp you areto theweak!” (v. 2) - Jobisfed up with Bildad and his responseis now more
pointed and personal.

“What counsel you have given to one without wisdom!” (Vs 3). Job issaying that he has never had
an original thought in his head!

26:5-14 - Job goes on to acknowledge the greatness and the sovereignty of God. This part of this
speech deals with the infinite maesty of the Almighty. To Andrew Blackwood, this is the most
beautiful section of the book. He adds, “nature with al its glory, beauty, and mystery, is but the
whispering echo of God’ svoice. It doesnot reveal the mind of God. Only God can dothat. But the
man who is caught up in the grip of nature - and a crushing grip it is - can, by faith, know the
Creator.” Though the man or woman of faith does not understand al this, he/she can still trust.

CHAPTER 27. Job’ sthreefriends have had their say (Eliphaz and Bildad have spoken in all three
cycles of speeches, and Zophar in the first two rounds). They have had their say and the speeches
aredrawing to aclose. Without realizing it, Job has, with passionate sincerity, exposed the barrier
between himself and his Creator. That barrier was not placed there by God but by Job. What was
that barrier? It was PRIDE! And it deservesthe CAPS. Job hastried every way to make acase for
his innocence, and at times one can detect pride in his former state. However, | do not want to
overdo the charge at this point, as some writers seem to do. When | accuse Job of pride | am very
much aware of God’ s assessment of Job’ s character, faith, and devotion: “Hewasaman of perfect
integrity, who feared God and turned away from evil” (Job 1:1, HCSB). Thisis high praisefor a
godly man in whom God is well pleased - not as He was compared with His own Son, but well
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pleased when considered with other human beings.
271 - Job continues his final response to his friends:

1) Heisgetting back to the basic problem.
2) He continues arather lengthy discourse.

27:2 - “As God lives’ - Job takes an oath to seal histestimony - “Who has taken away my right,
And the Almighty, who has embittered my soul” - Job does not know why, but heis convinced that
the Almighty isbehind hissuffering. A long-time servant of our Lord lamented to me, “I am having
a problem with my faith. | served the Lord for fifty years, and now (as his health continually
deteriorates) | can’t find Anyone behind me” (he knew better, but felt neglected). Job was neither
thefirst, nor thelast to question God’ sinvolvement in hissuffering, with animplication that He has
not been fair.

NOTE: Believersmay pray and receive an blessing, praisethe Lord, and then move on with their life
and soon forget about it. The person who prays for help, deliverance, or some other blessing and
either sees no answer, or sees his situation grow worse must make some decisions. He may:

1) stop praying
2) become angry with God
3) continueto call on the Lord

If he chooses the latter, he has a significant advantage over Job. He hasthe entire Bible and he has
the Holy Spirit, the divine Author, to guide him as he seeks answers. If hewill remain faithful and
continueto call onthe Lord (asthe three Hebrew Children who were facing thefiery furnace), they
stand to experience lessons they will never forget.

| speak from experience. | had been very strong physically when | was ayoung person and young
adult. | did pushupswith one hand and knee bends oneleg at atime. | walked amile and aquarter
in all kinds of weather to catch the school bus and thelast two days | missed waswhen | wasin the
eighty grade. | walked the cotton fields of Quitman County ever summer for five yearsworking for
the USDA. | wasthelast person | expected to have seriousfoot trouble, but it happened. | wenttoa
foot specialist my secretary recommended when apain in my left foot began continued for acouple
of weeks. By thetime aseries of doctors missed the diagnosis and the prescription they had all but
wiped me out, and it was by the grace of God that | was able to continue in the ministry. An
orthopedist who specialized in the bones of the feet assured me that a series of doctors had missed
the diagnosis and their prescription for appliances were wrong and they were applied incorrectly.
For twenty-five years | sat on a bar stool to preach and my sons often pushed mein awheel chair
when | made hospital calls.

When thisfirst happened | was pastor of avery strong churchin Texasand | had visions of church

growth and expansion that really excited me. | loved preaching to a packed house, and | loved
seeing peoplewalking theaisles. But suddenly, | wasin severe pain, and the ever present burningin
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the bottom of my feet was maddening. | would go to bed at night and pray as fervently as| knew
how - and get up the next morning only to discover that my feet were worse than the day before.
That happened over and over.

Over the years, | prayed for the Lord to “lift me up and let me stand and walk” that | might serve
Him more effectively. | discovered what it mean to walk with the Lord, trusting Him to get me
through each day, each worship service, each hospital call, each funeral, each wedding. | discovered
over and over that when | had to attempt what seemed the impossibl e, the Lord gave methe strength
for that task. When | tried to walk the same distance of stand the same Iength of time the next day |
would get a set back that required weeks to overcome.

When John left for Mississippi College, | wondered how | would do my work - adeacon asked me
how | would be able to function without John. Well, | had Mark coming on, but the Lord gavemea
giant step toward recovery at that time, just when | needed it most. In time, another specialist put
me on an active therapy program and after afew months | was walking better and in time | began
standing for funeral and weddings.

Then, inthe Spring of 2001, | noticed that | waswalking morein theyard (checking on my daylilies
and other plants), and walking with fewer problemswhen | made hospital calls. Thenonemorning|
stood to preach at the morning worship service. The next Sunday | stood for both services and |
have never sat on a barstool to preach since that time. | have walked with the Lord each day,
depending on Him for the strength, recovery, and relief from pain. | am amazed at what | learned
because of the way the Lord ministered to me. If He had healed me the first time | asked Him |
might well have forgotten the problem and the Lord shealing. | thank the Lord for doing it Hisway.

Thereis one other point | need to make. | never cursed God. | was never angry with God. And |
still do not understand why many psychologistsinsist that it is natural for one who is suffering to
curse God. | disagree! That may sound like good psychology or good philosophy, but it is very
poor theology. Why curse the only One who can help you?

27:3-“For aslong aslifeisin me, And the breath of God isin my nostrils...” Job will continue to
proclaim his innocence.

27:5-"Till I diel will not put away my integrity fromme.” He began by proclaiming hisinnocence
and no amount of debate has changed his mind.

27:7-10 - Job sarcastically summarizeshisfriend’ scase again. Job had an open mind but hisfriends
closed their minds completely.

1. A HYMN OF WISDOM, CHAPTER 28
(The Great Wisdom Chapter)

A. TherelsaWisdom That Is More Elusive Than Gemsin the Mine, 28:1-12.
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B. TherelsaWisdom That Is More Precious Than Gold and Rubies, 28:13-19.
C. Only God Knows the Way of This Wisdom, 28:20-28.

Thishymn is ahigh water mark of wisdom literature. The source of the wisdom described hereis
not in the proverbs of man or in man’s experiences with the wisdom of the world. The wisdom of
this hymn is not man’s wisdom, but God’s.

28:1-12 - Job felt that such ajob as mining was a credit to man’'s ability. This may not seem like
much to one who has sat in his living room and watched a blast-off from the moon on his color
television, or to onewho surfsthe Internet on his own person computer, but the applicationisreally
the same. Many living today have witnessed the horse and buggy age, the dawning of the
automotive age, propeller planes and the jet age, the rocket age, and the computer age. On January
8, 2004, Bill Gatesreveal ed the next step in computers, entertainment, and the I nternet. Oneremote
unit will control everything, and you will see displayed on a screen at home (or away from home)
whatever you are working on, or what ever entertainment you choose. What man is doing ismore
amazing al thetime. In January, 2004, Americalanded a craft on Mars - and now we are enjoying
high definition pictures from the surface of that distant planet. It took longer for the color pictures
than the black and white ones because all that information has to travel one hundred, five million
milesto get here! That isamazing - asis man’s accomplishments. Y et, the source of the wisdom
described in this chapter is still not found in the skill or inventions of man, but in God.

Man’s technological accomplishments have been a major source of pride. That was the distinct
impression | had when | witnessed the cel ebration when thefirst astronauts returned from the moon.
| was shocked by the brashness with which man toasted the wisdom of man. God wasl|eft out of that
celebration almost completely. Y et, the scripture teaches that the wisdom of man isfoolishnesswith
God. In 28:12, Job asks, “But where can wisdom be found?’ The Lord has the answer.

28:13-28 - Job hasasked, in verse 12, “ But where can wisdom befound?’ Inverse 13, we he says,
“Man does not know itsvalue, Nor isit found in the land of theliving.” The wisdom man needsto
meet the problems of lifeis not found in wealth or precious stones. It isnot in the seaor on land.
Man cannot find it through manipulation of stocks and bonds. What is the answer?

29:20-28 - The answer: THE FEAR OF THE LORD. Human wisdom will never discern this; the
wisdom of the world disdainsthe wisdom the godly person professes. TruewisdomisGod' sgift to
man. What kind of wisdom isthis? It isthe wisdom to live in righteousness and to deal with the
problems he must deal with in thislife. In Job’s case, it is the wisdom to deal with his suffering,
losses, and grief.

“'Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; And to depart from evil is understanding” (28:28;
3:13; 9:10; 15:33; ).

V. JOB’S FINAL SUMMARY, CHS. 29-31.

26



A. Job Recalls Happier Days, Ch. 29 (monologue).
29:1-8 - The basisfor Job’s prior happiness:

1) Thefriendship and love of God.
2) Thelove and respect of family.
3) The respect of hisfellow man.

29:12-17 - Job maintained aright relationship with God and man. In verses 15-16, one seeswhy
God called him righteous:  “1 was eyes to the blind, And feet to the lame. | was a father to the
needy, And | investigated the casewhich | did not know.” Thereisno reason to assumethat thiswas
an expression of pride, though some do. He was a man of sincere compassion.

29:18-19 - He had been virtuous and expected virtue to be rewarded.
29:20-25 - Job was aleader of men, the greatest man in the east.
B. Job Turns Again to His Present Troubles, Ch. 30.

30:1-10 - He was once respected but now the scum of the earth spit on him. He did not complain
about his loss of wealth but it broke his heart when his friends turned against him.

30:15-31 - Job looks toward heaven and for the last time accuses God of injustice. Invs. 21, he
calls God crudl: “ Thou hast become cruel to me; With the might of Thy hand Thou dost persecute
me.” The TEV has, “Y ou are persecuting me with all your power.”

30:25ff - Job feels that since he had wept with those who were grieved and helped the needy, his
friends should have stood by himin histime of suffering. Inverses30-31, the patriarch has suffered
and now he mourns and faces death.

C. Job's Oath of Innocence, Ch. 31.

Thisis Job’s last speech in the monologue section - between the dialogue section and the Elihu
speeches. Chapter 31 reflects a standard of conduct unexcelled in ancient times. Compare this
section with the Sermon on the Mount. which sets forth the highest system of ethics the world has
ever known - one to which the world could never aspire. However, it is noteworthy that the only
two people who have ever been taken up to heaven without having to die physicaly (Enoch and
Elijah) lived along time before Jesus delivered the Sermon on the Mount.

31:1-4 - Job claimed to be innocent of sexual sins. He did not even look lustfully upon awoman
(Matt. 5:27-28). He givesreasons for avoiding these sins:

1) Sinwould cut him off from God, 31:2.
2) Fear of judgment.

27



3) The knowledge that God' s eyes were on him.
4) He felt that God would punish him immediately with some disaster.

31:5-8 - Job continues to insist on his innocence.

31:9-12 - It seems strange that Job returns to sex related sins so quickly. Obviously thiswas a
critical issuein hisday, asitistoday. Let usnote here that the way women dressed in his day was
an advantage. Designerstoday design clothes to make the women who buy them look “ sexy”, not
knowing that there is beauty in modest dress that the world cannot appreciate. Lust isa problem,
both for the one who islooking and for the one who dresses to encourage lust. Solomon tellsusin
Proverbsthat there were serious temptations everywhere, beit a look, aword, or some other subtle
form of temptation.

31:13-15 - Herewefind one of the highest ethical revelationsin all of Scripture. Job wastaking the
initiative in establishing aright relationship with his neighbors and his servants.

31:16-23 - The onewho loves God must also love others (1 John 4). Unlike Cain, Job did consider
himself to be his brother’s keeper. He was especially concerned about the underprivileged. In
Deuteronomy, Moses wrote what God told him to write, and one serious emphasis is upon one's
responsibilities toward those in need.

31:24-28 - Worship is essential to a good relationship with God. Work, service and good
relationships with neighbors are important but not enough.

31:29-34 - Generosity was especially desirable and appreciated in ancient times. There were no
government programs to help the needy. The Lord expected His people to care for the elderly and
those who were helpless. Hospitality was absolutely essential, and Job was sincere both in
hospitality and charity. Sadly, many of usthink thisisthe responsibility of government to take care
of our own parents and grandparents. When President George W. Bush introduced a faith-based
initiative in order to get churches back into the business of providing care for those in need, many
people opposed it on the grounds of separation of church and state, which has been totally
misrepresented in our day. The same congress that gave us the First Amendment also gave us
chaplains for the military and for congress - at taxpayers expense.

31:35-37 - The chapter ends on a low note as Job protests again. “Job’s oath of innocence is
magnificent in every sense. Her in afew words have been gathered the principles of moral conduct

that fill the Old Testament” (Blackwood). We might add, that thiswas probably the earliest book in
the Bible.

V. THE ELIHU SPEECHES, CAPTERS 32-37.

A. Introduction to Elihu, 32:1-5.
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The three friends had ceased speaking, having exhausted their charges without persuading Job to
confess whatever sins they were convinced had caused his suffering. Job has defended himself.
And now a new counselor enters the conversation. The youthful Elihu is almost ludicrousin his
brashness. Heisangry with Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar because they have had ample opportunity
to persuade Job to repent and they had failed. Heisangry with Job because he refusesto repent and
hisfriends because they could not convince Job. One canimaginethat ashelistened to the speeches
he was seething with anger mounting by degrees.

B. Prologue to the Elihu Speeches, 32:6-22.

1. The genuine wise man, 32:6-10.
Elihu explainsthat he has remained silent through all the speeches our of respect for his elders, but
now heisbursting to speak. He claimshe haswaited for the wisdom of the aged friendsto convince
Job but now he thinks then can profit form his opinion. He assertsthat it is the Spirit of the Lord
that gives wisdom - and guess what? He claimsto haveit!

2. Thefailure of the three comforters to convince Job, 32:11-14.
Elihu charges the older men with failure and questions their wisdom. “God must answer Job”, he
clams - implying that he is now ready to speak for God. How presumptuous! And how
presumptuous those are today who are so quick to say, “God told meto tell you thusand so.” | am
rather skeptical of extra-biblical “word of knowledge” clams. A TV host whose program will be
viewed by people all across America (and maybe replayed again that night) may proclaim, | havea

word of knowledge: someone out there has lower back pain.” And we all say, “that’s mel!! How
did he know that?’

3. Elihu feels an urgent need to answer Job, 32:15-22.
C. Elihu’'sFirst Speech, Ch. 33.
1. A personal challenge, 1-7.

Y oung Elihuisnot suffering from low self-esteem! Heisabout to set Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar AND
Job straight. Sadly, arrogance has not been purged from religion, even in this enlightened age.

2. Elihu summarizes Job’ s charges against God, 8-11.

Herepresents Job’ s position accurately and rebukes him for charging God with injustice. He getsit
right - up to a point.

3. Elihu reveals his basis theme, 12-14.
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Hisbasic themeisthat God is greater than man and cannot be brought into thiscontroversy. Godis
abovethefray! Job and hisfriends are condemned for wanting God to address the issue of sin and
retribution. Elihuisnot adeist - he does believe God reveals His will to people.

Elihu focuses upon God's use of suffering to correct wayward believers. Job had
complained that God would not answer his questions (30:20). Elihu claimsthat God
has indeed spoken, but that Job has not heeded His messages. For example, He
speaksthrough dreams and visions (cf. 4:12-21), through the discipline of suffering
(vv. 19-22), and even through a mediating angel (vv. 23-28) [BSB].

4. God speaks through dreams, 15-18.
5. God speaks through a mediating angel, 19-30.

1) Manis chastised with pain and suffering, v. 19.
2) God speaks through a mediating angel.

The word used for mediator refers to a spokesman or interpreter and parallels the word angel or
messenger. Elihu did not have a fully developed theology of the Messiah, Who would come to
ransom man from sin, but he was very much aware of man’s need for amediator. He was thinking
of adeliverer, and angel/mediator who would cometo Job’said. We need amediator today - Jesus
isthat Mediator, the one and only Mediator between God and man!

D. Elihu’s Second Speech, Ch. 34.

1. Summary of Job’'s case, 1-9.
Elihu addresses these remarks to the three comforters. Heis still as brash and egotistical as ever.
Hereminds one alittle of amodern youth attacking the establishment: “What man islike Job, Who
drinks up derision like water...” (34:7). Heisasking, “Have you ever seen anything like Job?’

2. God cannot do that which is evil, 10-15.
Elihu vigorously defends God'’ sjustice, even to the neglect of Hisgrace. He assertsHis sovereignty
and omnipotence. Invs. 11, he claims God treats people the way they should be treated (which
means Job was getting what he deserves!).

3. Elihu stresses the impartiality of divine judgment, 16-20.
Elihu givestwo reasons why God isjust: (1) Heisomnipotent, or al powerful (34:10-20), and (2)
Heisomniscient, or all knowing (21-28). God isomnipotent and He is omniscient, but Elihu does

not have full knowledge of God' s nature, character, or purpose.

5. Elihu closes this speech with a rebuke against Job, 34:31-37.
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“Men of understanding will say to me, And a wise man who hears me, Job speaks without
knowledge, And his words are without wisdom. Job ought to be tried to the limit, Because he
answerslike wicked men” (34-36). Heisaccusing Job of sinning intheir presence by denying that
and mocking God. Obviously, to disagree with Elihu isto mock God! He may have been alittle
closer to the truth than Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar, but he is still off course.

E. Elihu’s Third Speech, 35:1-16.

This speech does not have an introduction and it is briefer than the others, but init Elihu dealsmore
successfully with the barriers men erect against god. He shows that Job is just one of many who
seek what God can give them rather than seeking God Himself. Many people want what He has to
offer but do not desire Him as Savior and Lord.

1. Elihu states Job’s claim again, 1-3.
2. Herespondsto that claim, 4-16.

Elihu takes the position of Eliphaz - that Man’s sin does not effect God. Heis holy and removed
from us, and our sins cannot effect Him in any way. One writer states that, “He (Elihu) does not
realize that God does gain what He desires most by the goodness of man, and loses what He loves
most by their evil.”

In verse 13, Elihu claims that God will not hear the cry of an unrighteous man. One question is
raised by that assertion: If that isthe case, how doe he expect God to hear Job? He say God does not
hear the unrighteous and he has called Job unrighteous. But he still wantshimto call on God. Elihu
makes some good points and in many ways heis closer to the truth than the three friend, but he still
does not understand divine justice, divine purpose, or the will of God.

F. Elihu’s Fourth Speech, Chs. 6-37.
1. Heannounces that he has moreto say, 36: 1-4.
2. He points out how he believers God uses suffering, 36:5-15.
Elihu turns to the theme of the comforters - God is righteous and all who are righteous prosper in
thisworld. All who areungodly will suffer. The Phariseesin Jesus' timejudged men the sameway.

To them the best evidence of aman’s righteousness was his material possessions.

Elihu also considerstheinstructive valuein suffering: “ God teaches men through suffering” (v. 15).
He is not as smug about the suffering of the innocent as was Zophar.

3. An admonition to Job, 36:16-21.

Elihu charged that Job had tried to dictate to God how he should be treated. He felt that Job was
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trying to force God' s hand or make him answer on Job’sterms.
4. Theglory and greatness of God, 36:22-37:13.
1) In 22-23, Elihu seems to anticipate the speeches of Y ahweh (Jehovah).
2) In ch. 37, he continues to praise God’ s greatness and power.

3) “Whether for correction, or for His world, or for lovingkindness, He causes it to
happen” (37:13). (Heclaims God usesweather (the elements) to fulfill His purpose.)

5. A final appeal, 37:14-24.

Elihu expresses shock at Job’s boldness in wanting to contend with God. He prefersto trust in
divine justice. This young man has brought our some very sound points in his speeches.
Unfortunately, he choseto close his series of speecheswith asneer. Invs. 23 he mistakenly assumes
that God is unapproachable.

Job’ sfriendsall had an opportunity to speak to Job. They had ampletimeand opportunity, but when
they spoke they had nothing to say that would offer him comfort and strength during his days of
suffering and grief. Therearealot of Job’scomfortersvisiting sick rooms, trying to encourage one
who has lost a member of his family, or one who has just learned that “the cancer has spread.”
Surely any Christian should want to study the book to find out what helps and what hurts. We need
to be able to determine the basic pitfalls so that we can avoid them.

VI. THE YAHWEH SPEECHES, 38:1-42:6.

In hisfirst speech, Zophar declared “How | wish God would answer you back” (11:5, TEV). Job has
begged time after time for the opportunity to present his case directly to God and now he has an
audience with the Almighty.

Without adoubt, the most surprising and possibly the most disappointing thing to the modern reader
isthe fact that when God does speak He does not answer either Job’ s questions or ours about why
therighteous suffer, nor does He explain why the ungodly often prosper here on earth. Furthermore,
He offers no explanation or apology for not answering these questions. Why do you supposethat is?
| was a part of awhole generation of Christians who were blessed by the preaching of R. G. Leg,
who more than anyone since Charles Haddon Spurgeon, was called the Prince of Preachers. Any
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preacher who preaches one sermon over twelve hundred times an extraordinary preacher. Oneof my
favorite quotes from Dr. Lee was, “Y ou cannot summon God to appear before the bar of human
reason.”

Smith writes, “ God has no intention of belng cross-examined by man. Hewill ask the questions, not
man.” That makes senseto me. In these chapters, God does not even address the problem of Job’s
suffering. Instead, He deals with the limits of Job’s knowledge and with Job’ s charges about the
justice of God (19:7).

For the modern Christian who suffers from afflictions and losses, there are no answersin the Book
of Job - at least, there are no direct answers as to why the righteous suffer or why the unrighteous
often prosper. Of course, we al know why there is suffering in the world. Francis Shaeffer
addressed it so often: it goes back to the Fall. Since the Fall nothing has been “normal”! Shaeffer
said that we should never be surprised at how low fallen man will stoop - and he was right.
However, there are answers to some very relevant answersin this book.

In any personal relationship between God and man, God always takes the initiative. He reveals
Himself to man and seeks in every way to bless him. When there is pain, suffering, grief, or fear,
God does have the answer - in fact, He is the answer. Heis the source of the wisdom required to
cope with thetrials of life. Weareinvited to call on God for any and every need, but one thing we
are not permitted to do isto put God on the witness stand and cross-examine Him. Remember what
R. G. Leesaid - “You cannot summon God to appear before the bar of human reason.”

When suffering comes, a Christian might well ask, “Is my faith being tested?” He may ask if his
problems have comefor adisciplinary reason, or evenfor aninstructive purpose. Somelight may be
shed onthisif weread John 9. Instead of asking why something has happened, or crying, “Why me,
Lord?’, a Christian must learn to pray, “How may | use my experience for the glory of God?’

When | learned that my mother, Claudine Sanders, had lost her voice while teaching a Sunday
School lesson, | rushed to the hospital, praying for good news. It was not good news; she had a
brain tumor and tests would show that it was malignant. | was wondering what | would say, but
before | said anything she looked at me and said, “It is not what happens to you but what you do
with it that counts.” | have often wondered if she didn’t do morefor the Lord on abed inanursing
home than | have ever done on my feet.

A. THE FIRST YAHWEH SPEECH, 38:1-40:2.
1. A divinereprimand and challenge, 38:1-3.

“Finally God breaks His silence and speaks to Job directly, employing a series of more than 70
guestions to show Job hisignorance and God's greatness’ [RSB].

38:1 - “Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind...” Thewonder of the speech is not so
much in the information God gives, but in the fact that He speaks at all! He does not answer Job’s
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guestions or defend His silence. His purpose was not to offer philosophical answers, but to resolve
the spiritual problem of Job’s seeming alienation from God.

38:2 - Job has been darkening counsel by words spoken without wisdom. Hewas probably as close
to an answer as he was going to get in the first response in 1:21. The Y ahweh speeches are not
given to prove Job either evil or stupid. What they prove isthat God’ s ways are not our ways, and
that His ways are superior to our ways.

38:3 - Inessence, the Lord says, “| made you aman, stand up and act like one. Y ou are not aworm,
you areaman, with all theglory and dignity implied in manhood. Now, seeyourself in perspective.

Y ou are apart of creation and as such, you cannot possibly comprehend the whole of it. But you
are apart of creation that is of immeasurable worth to Me.”

2. The creation of the earth, 38:4-7.

When the Lord asked Job, “ Where were you when | laid the foundation of the earth? Tell Mg, if
you have understanding” (v. 4), He was not trying to silence Job. He was drawing a conclusive
distinction between finite man and an infinite God.

3. Thecreation of the sea, 38:8-11.
The seais at times used to portray evil. God did not create the sea for an evil purpose, but if the
presence of evil is aluded to in any way in this passage, the Lord is telling Job that the forces of
evil, always present in theworld, can never betotally victorious. Just asHe held back the seafrom
covering al the land on earth, He can hold back evil so that it will not sweep over us. He can also
hold back the evil one.

4. The design and operation of the universe, 38:122-38.

1) Can Job control the sunrise? (12-15).
2) Can Job comprehend God's command of the universe? (16-38).

Inthis, possibly thefirst book of the Bibleto bewritten, God pullsback the veil and reveals much of
the mystery of the universe. Henry Morris, founder of the Institute for Creation Research, wrote a
book, THE REMARKABLE RECORD OF JOB, in which he reveals that many of the scientific
discoveries we assume were made within the past two hundred years, were actually mentioned in
thisremarkable book. God' s people need to understand the biblical account of creation in order to
better understand the Creator. If you do not appreciate the Creator, how could you fully appreciate
Hissalvation. If you do not have Genesis 1 you do not need John 1, and without Genesis 3 you do
not need John 3.

5. Consider the animals of the world, 38:39-39:12.

1) Thelion, 38:39-40.
2) The mountain goat, 39:1-4.



3) The wild donkey, 39:5-8.
4) The wild buffalo, 39:9-12.

6. Give special consideration to the ostrich, 39:13-18.
This is a good text for a Mother’'s Day sermon. The ostrich does not have a reputation for its
intelligence. 1t doeshave areputation for irresponsibility, leaving eggs uncovered and unattended,
and treats her young cruelly (v. 16) - much the way some mothers neglect or destroy their youngin
their pursuit of pleasure, fame, or wealth.
However, evenif it appearsto man that the ostrich is unconcerned about her young, God takes care
of her and protects her young so that they do not become extinct. “Leaving some of her eggs
uncovered (though only by day when the heat of the sand helps incubate them) and unhatched
(thereby serving asfood for her young). Her seeming lack of wisdom is not apart from God's plan,
just as behind the trials of the godly, which seem so unreasonable to Job, lies the wise purpose of
God’ [RSB].

7. Consider the horse, 39:19-25.

8. Consider the hawk and the eagle, 39:26-30.

9. The Lord challenges Job personally, 4):1-2.

B. JOB’S FIRST RESPONSE TO GOD, 40:3-5.
Job is speechless and in awe of God - both in that He has spoken and in what He has said. He will
no longer contend with God; he will not even answer Him. But Job’s silence is not what God
desires. Hedoes not want him to stop talking, He wants him to respond to His questions. He desires
not Job’s silence, but Job.
C. YAHWEH'S SECOND SPEECH, 40:6-41:34.
1. God offers another challenge to Job, 40:6-14.

40:7 - “Now gird up your loins like aman; | will ask you, and you instruct Me.” Wow! God tells
Job to stand up like aman; and “I will ask you” questions, and you will answer Me.

40:8 - Job has repeatedly declared his own righteousness. Here God asks himif hewill continueto
accuse the Lord of injustice in order to justify himself.

40:9-14 - God invites Job, in hisimagination, to sit upon the divine throne and execute justice on the
earth.

Job’squestions are still not answered, and it is becoming clear that the answers he seekslie beyond
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human wisdom. Job is rediscovering that man is not God. Man is not put in the world just to be
comfortable. Christians have seen that the greatest victories have often been won in the “valley of
the shadow of death.” Thefocal point of Christianity isacross. “This cross, which seemsto man
the ultimate denia of divine sovereignty, isthe power of God unto salvation” [Blackwood]. Man
needs God and God will use the man who submits himself to Him. Man’strialsand adversitiescan
be occasions for glorifying the Lord.

2. Consider the Behemoth, 40:15-24.
3. Consider the Leviathan, 41:1-34.

When | prepared my first study of the Book of Job, | followed the thoughts of many Bible scholars
inidentifying the Behemoth as a hippopotamus and theleviathan asacrocodile. Commentariesgave
explanations that seemed logical. Then | began reading books and other materials from Dr. Henry
Morris, Dr. Dwayne Gish, and others from the Institute for Creation Research, and in time | would
meet and talk with Ken Ham and read material produced by Answersin Genesis. | spent alot of
timetalking with Dr. Jan Mercer (another creation scientist) when she and her husband Andy visited
with us or when we visited with them. Dr. Mercer and | are both on the faculty of Cambridge
Graduate School. These creation scientists have convinced me that the Lord is talking about
dinosaurs! That’sright. Read the description. Picture this. “He bends his tail like a cedar” tree
(40:17) - have you ever seen a hippopotamus' tail?? Can you imagine catching adinosaur with a
fishhook?

God seems to be saying to Job, if you dare not face these creatures, how do you think you can
contend with Me? Heis not answering Job’s questions - and Job is no longer asking them.

41:11 - “Who hasgivento Methat | should repay him?” God isnot obligated to any man, and needs
no man. Man needs God. GodisIMMUTABLE; HeisOMNIPOTENT; HeisOMNISCIENT; He
iISOMNIPRESENT; Heis Creator, Sustainer, and Redeemer. HE I1S!
D. JOB’S SECOND RESPONSE TO YAHWEH, 42:1-6.

1. Job confesses, 1-4.
He is not speechless this time (asin 40:3-5). “I know that Thou canst do all things, And that no
purpose of Thinecan bethwarted.” He confesseshissinand hisinadequacy. However, he does not
confessthe sins Eliphaz and others accused him of committing. Of these heisinnocent. Hissinlay
in speaking of things he did not understand and in pride.

2. Job confesses that he has heard of the Lord, but now he has seen Him, 42: 5.

3. Job jumbles himself before the Lord, 42:6.

“Therefore | retract, And | repent in dust and ashes.” The KJV has, “I abhor myself,” whichisa
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good trandation. The word abhor means to “melt into nothingness.” Any Christian who does not
feel a sense of shame and awe before the Lord should go back and read this passage.

Job has no intellectual explanation for his suffering but he now knows he can trust God. A deep
personal faith is made possible now that the barriers have been removed. Job is not saying, “Thy
will be done” (Matt 26:42b). He has come back to the simple childlike faith he expressed in 1:21:
“Naked | came from my mother's womb, And naked | shall return there. The LORD gave and the
LORD has taken away. Blessed be the name of the LORD.”

Sadly, there have been some students of the Word who have written and taught that Job was lost at
the beginning of the book and through all histrials and suffering he came to a personal faithin the
Lord. | rgect that for many reasons, not the least of which is God's appraisal of hisfaith at the
beginning. Job is not coming to God for afirst time here; he is turning again to the God he has
known and trusted. Job no longer contends with God, even though he is still suffering. He no
longer darkens counsel with words without wisdom. He places himself in God' s hands and trusts
Him to take care of him.

TheBook of Jobinitsfinal analysismust beinterpreted positively. A negatively approach may lead
oneto giveup, or tolosethewill tolive. Another danger in the negative approach isthat Christians
will become guilty of the chargesthe Communists used to make against us; the charged that we use
religion to control the poor and needy. They charged that religion is an opiate to dull both our
senses and theirsto their needs.

Another danger isthat we may be tempted to accuse God of injustice. | once met aman whose four
old child ran out in front of a car and was hit and killed. He refused to go back to church because

God could have saved him if He wanted to do so. God, hefelt, took his child and he was defiantly
accusing God of being unfair. How would you witness to this man?

[11. THE EPILOGUE. 42:7-17

A. JOB’'SINTERCESSION FOR HIS FRIENDS, 42:7-9.
1. Yahweh harshly rebuked the three friends for not speaking the truth, v. 7.
2. Heinstructs them to take alarge offering and have Job offer a sacrifice for them.
Job must intercede for them before the Lord will hear them. They wanted God to speak, and now
that He has spoken they are the oneswho need to repent. They have caused Job alot of unnecessary
pain through their unsympathetic attacks. and their counsel has been faulty.
B. JOB’S RESTORATION, 42:10-17.

After praying for his three friends Job is restored. This passage may or may not be specifically
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teaching therewards of intercessory prayer. Hereit may beincidental that the restoration followed
the intercession, but what Christian doubts the value of intercessory prayer, both for the one doing
the praying and for the one for whom he is praying.

Job’ swasadoublerestoration. Thisisnot recorded to teach that everyone who truststhe Lord will
be rewarded material. At first glance this seemsto confirm the teachings of Eliphaz, Bildad, and
Zophar. Some have suggested that he epilogue distracts from the story, but Smith points out three
thingsit does: (1) It bringsthe story to asimple and satisfactory conclusion. (2) It demonstratesthat
Job was right in maintaining his innocence and showing that it is possible for a man to suffer for
some reason other than punishment for his sins. (3) It also shows the possibility and even the
probability of restoration.

Think what adark world thiswould beif there were no hopefor tomorrow. Job revealsthat thereis
hope: “I know that my Redeemer lives, and on the earth again shall stand.” The Book of Job |eaves
alot of questions unanswered. Why to the righteous suffer? Why do evil people often prosper for
years on this earth?

The book also answers some very pertinent questions. It reveal s the source of the wisdom we need
to meet the trials of life: “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” This Scripture should
help each Christian relate the Word of God to his own trials.

This book does not answer all our questions. It does not tell us why the righteous suffer (as the
Bible pointsour, however, thereisnonewho isrighteous). 1t doesnot reveal why the ungodly often
prosper inthisworld. But it doesgive usamuch better set of questions. A Christian shows spiritual
maturity when he ceases asking, “why” and beginsasking, “Wheredo | go from here, and how may
| take advantage of my situation to glorify the Name which is above every Name?”’

BLESSED BE THE NAME OF THE LORD ...JOB 1:21

APPENDIX

A Letter From Robert G. Lee

Addressed to Johnny L. Sanders
Dated March 1, 1962

Whilein seminary, afriend and | had written to a number of SBC pastors to ask then to share their
position on the subject of Satan. One of my professors has just explained why there can be no
personal devil. As | remember, W. A. Criswell responded that it was sufficient to say that he
believed what the Bible had to say on the subject. | was particularly pleased to receivethefollowing
letter from R. G. Lee, whom | heard every Sunday for several years. We got homefrom our services

38



intimeto see Dr. Lee drop down on his knee (in hiswhite Palm Beach suit) by the right side of the
pulpit and pray before preaching. | aso heard him preach “Payday Someday” in person at FBC,
Senatobia, MS. | used to him at conventions and evangelism conferencesand inrevivals. Whenyou
read his letter you will understand why so many preachers and lay persons loved this man.

Dear Johnny,

| believethe Bibleisthedivinely inspired, infallible, inerrant Word of God —without
any taint of error, personal in application, regenerativein power, inspired in totality
—the miracle Book of diversity in unity. of harmony in infinite complexity.

Therefore, | believe what it teaches about the devil, Satan, in Job 2.

| believe hewas, and is, a Person — just as much asyou are aperson. | believe he
has his wiles, his wisdom, his desires, his power, his angels, his ministers — asthe
Bible teaches.

| believe heis presumptuous (Job 1:6) and (Matt. 4:5-6) and proud (I Timothy 3:6)
and powerful (Ephesians 2:2 and Ephesians 6:12) and wicked (I John 2:13). And
malignant (Job 1:9 and Job 2:4), and subtle (Genesis 3:1 with 2 Cor. 3:11), and
deceitful (11 Cor. 11:4 and Ephesians 6:11), and fierceand cruel (Luke8:29 and Luke
9:39-42 and | Peter 5:8).

| think the Devil isthe one who started and keeps going the M odernist teaching and
preaching and writing of our day — where some preachers and some teachers
summon the Bible to appear at the bar of human reason and reduce the supernatural
to ignorance and look upon the Bible miracles aslegends and myths. Read ii Thess.
2:9 and Il Timothy 4:1)

| believe just what the Bible saysin Jude —that the devil, Satan, will be condemned
at the judgment along with the fallen angels. | believe that the doom of Satan is set
forth just as Revelation 20:10 states.

| believe the temptations of Jesuswerejust asthe Bible says — Jesus being assaulted
by thisfearful being who fell through pride (Isa. 14:12-14) — aseven now the devil
makes earth and air the scene of histireless activity (Ephesians 2:2 and | Peter 5:8).
Just as Jesus was really the Son of God so Satan was redlly Satan — the Devil.

Y ou can say this about the three temptations of Jesus:

1. Tefirst temptation meant “ SERVE yourself.”
2. The second temptation meant “Let GOD serve you.”
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3. Thethird temptation means, “Let Me serve you.”
How glad we are that temptation never loosened a moral fiber in the being of Jesus.
| hope thiswill be of help to you.

Y ours earnestly,

Robert G. Lee
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