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DEDICATION

To

James and Mike

Thereisafriend that iscloser than a brother,
But there are brotherswho are closer that any friend.
That’sthekind of brothers| have.

INTRODUCTION
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The First and Second Epistles of Paul Timothy and Epistle to Titus are usually called the Pastoral
Epistles because they provide instruction and guidance concerning the care and protection of the
churches. The three letters focus upon sound doctrine, conduct within the church, and leadership
qualifications and responsibilities within the fellowship. Theimportance of sound doctrine and a
life of godliness are recurring themes throughout these last three letters written by Paul.

Paul was probably released from the Roman imprisonment mentioned at the end of Acts (ch. 28).
This provided an opportunity for a fourth, and unchronicled missionary journey, which may be
traced to some extent by the geographical and political referencesin these Pastoral Epistles. Sinceit
is not possible to harmonize al the references in the Pastoral Epistles with the Book of Acts, the
places mentioned must have been visited by Paul after Acts was completed. During this time
between the first Roman imprisonment and the second imprisonment he wrote 1 Timothy and
Titus. Later, he traveled to Rome where he was imprisoned a second time and finally martyred
(around A.D. 66-68). Itisalso possiblethat he was arrested somewhere el se and then sent to Rome
asaprisoner. Shortly before his execution, Paul wrote the second letter to Timothy, hissonin the
ministry.

AUTHOR: Paul: Theletter statesinthefirst versethat Paul istheauthor. Thisis confirmed by the
unanimoustestimony of Christiansof thefirst eighteen centuriesA.D., aswell asby variousfeatures
in the letter.

DATE: Thisepistlewaswritten sometime between A.D. 62-66. It waswritten after theaccount in
Acts, and after Paul’s release from prison in Rome, when he returned to the missionary work to
which he had been called. For this reason, the letter must be dated between A.D. 62-66, possibly
A.D. 64.

RECIPIENT: Paul wrote this epistle to Timothy, who had become his close associate on his
second missionary journey (Acts 16:1-3), and continued as his co-worker until Paul’ s martyrdom.
Timothy, anative of Lystra, had a Jewish mother and a Greek father. After various assignments, the
last we hear of Timothy isthat he has been set free from prison (Heb. 13:23). When one co-laborer
after another abandoned Paul, Timothy always remained faithful. That is not to say that those like
Luke, Silas, Mark, and Titus had forsaken Paul, but others did.

THEME: A mgjor theme of First Timothy issound doctrine, and the danger of false doctrine. Paull
left Timothy in Ephesusto deal with certain problemsin the church there (1:3). A primary concern
was false doctrine (1:3), the characteristics of which Paul attacksin 1:4, 7, 19; 4:1-3, 7; 6:3-5. The
heresy seemsto have been an early and incipient form of Gnosticism (which would dealt withinthe
Prologue to the Gospel According to John more than twenty years later).

OUTLINE



Most commentaries and study Biblesinclude an outline of First Timothy. Thefollowing outlineis
from the Believer’s Study Bible:

Introduction (1:1, 2)
|. True and False Ministry (1:3-20).

[1. Instructions for Christian Worship (2:1-15).
A. Prayer and the Mediator (2:1-8).
B. Women and Modesty (2:9-15).

[11. The Qualifications of Bishops and Deacons (3:1-13).
A. The Office of aBishop (3:1-7).
B. The Office of a Deacon (3:8-13).

V. The Reason for Writing (3:14-16).

V. Error and Its Correction (4:1-16).
A. The Prediction of Apostasy (4:1-5).
B. The Charge of a Good Ministry (4:6-16).

V1. The Treatment of Widows, Elders, and Others (5:1-6:2).

VII. The False Teacher Contrasted with the True Teacher (6:3-21).

BRINGING THE STORY TOGETHER

We are introduced to Saul of Tarsus, the young student of the great teacher Gamaliel, as a young
man who highly approved of the stoning of Stephen (Acts 8:58). Next, we find the militant young
Pharisee “ravaging the church, entering house after house; and dragging off men and women, he
would put them in prison” (Acts 8:3). Next, “Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the
disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest, and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at
Damascus, so that if he found any bel onging to the Way, both men and women, he might bring them
bound to Jerusalem” (Acts 9:1-2).

Asamost al believersarewell aware, Paul met the Lord Jesus Christ on theroad to Damascus. He
was converted in what has been for two thousand years referred to as the “Damascus Road
Experience.” His experience was one of the most dramatic conversions ever recorded, and it
happened to one of the most remarkabl e people who ever walked on the face of the earth. Paul was
converted and called to preach the Gospel to Jews, to kings and governors, and to Gentiles. In
particular, he wasthe Apostle to the Gentiles, even though Peter and the other Apostlesreached out
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to Gentiles, and John spend more time working among Gentiles than any of them.

Paul, blinded by hisencounter with therisen Lord, wasled to Damascus where, after three days, the
Lord sent Ananiasto lay hishand Saul so that he might recelve hissight. After hisconversion, Saul
spent three years in the Arabia studying the OT Scriptures and relating all he had learned in the
Synagogue at Tarsus and in the graduate coursein Jerusalem under Gamaliel to theMessiah. After
three years hetried to reach out to the Jews in Damascus with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which led
to serious consequences, asthe former persecutor becamethe persecuted. Disciplesdlipped Saul out
of Damascus by lowering him in a basket from awindow.

Saul then went back to Jerusalem where he presented himself, not to the priest and scribes, but to the
church. They did not trust Saul, the militant young man who had ravaged the church only three
years earlier. It was Barnabas who befriended him and encouraged the leaders in the church at
Jerusalem to accept him. After abrief time Barnabasthen wisely took him to Caesareaand put him
on a ship bound for Saul’s home at Tarsus, where he supported himself as a tent maker while
carrying on some kind of ministry in and around Tarsus.

Several yearslater, Barnabaswent to Antioch of Syriain responseto exciting reports of phenomenal
success in the spread of the Gospel in the area. The extraordinary growth continued and when it
became apparent that Barnabas needed an assistant he went to Tarsus and sought out Saul to come
back and work with him. After about a year the Lord called Barnabas and Saul to go on a
missionary journey which would take them deeper into the Gentile world. First they went to
Cypress, taking John Mark with them to the home of Barnabas. From there they crossed to the
mainland where John Mark turned back, possible because the effort was alot rougher than he had
expected.

Barnabas and Paul went to Antioch of Pisidia (or Antioch on the way to Pisidia), where Paul
preached in the Synagogue. From there, they went to Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe, where churches
were established, and where the missionaries met with serious opposition. It was at Lystrawherea
young man named Timothy, half Jewish and half Gentile, was saved, along with his mother Eunice
and his grandmother Lois.

The missionaries had started out as Barnabas and Saul, but by the time they returned to Antioch of
Syriato report to the church they were known as Paul and Barnabas. Paul had become the |eader
and chief spokesman, and it may be assumed that it was with the approval of Barnabas. When they
reported on the mission work among the Gentiles they met Judiazers, Jews who professed faith in
Christ, who had come from Jerusalem during their absence. These Judaizers would have made
Christianity another sect of Judaismiif they had their way. They insisted that the Gentiles must first
be circumcised - they had to become prosel ytes to Judaism and then they could become Christians.

Paul refused to compromise and when they could not settle the issue at Antioch, scheduled a
conference in Jerusalem - the Jerusalem Conference of A. D. 51 (Acts 15; Gal. 2). The Judaizers
vehemently opposed Paul and Barnabas, but with the help of Simon Peter they convinced the
conference that Gentiles are saved the same way as Jews, by grace through faith. James, the half-



brother of our Lord, who seems to have been the moderator of the conference, wrote the opinion
(decision or ruling) of the conference. Paul tells us in Galatians that he had Titus with him and
brought him out as atest case to have the leadersin Jerusalem affirm the opinion of the conference
(Gal. 2).

They returned to Antioch with areport and after a period of time they made plansto go back to the
church that had been started on the First Missionary Journey and read James' letter to them.
Barnabas wanted to take John Mark again but Paul did not trust him and would not let him go with
them. Finally, Barnabas took John Mark and went back to Cypress and Paul took Silas and went
back to the churches that had been started in the first mission trip.

They read the | etter from James, hel ped organize thework, elect leaders, and encouraged themin the
work. At Lystra, Paul invited young Timothy to join him and Silas on the Second Missionary
Journey. Though Paul stated that he would have absolutely refused to permit Titus to be
circumcised, he circumcised Timothy before he permitted him to accompany him. What was the
difference? Titus was a Gentile, Timothy was half-Jewish. What difference did that make?
Timothy would be well received in the synagogues only if he was circumcised.

Paul had a mission strategy. He followed the major Roman roads to the major population centers
and once he arrived there he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day. Hewasinvited to speak and
he proclaimed Jesus asthe Messiah. He stayed in the synagogue aslong as the Jews permitted, but
when forced out, took believing Jews and Gentiles and started a church. The Gospel would then
spread from the major population centers out into the smaller towns and villages. Timothy would
not have been accepted in the synagogues unless he was circumcised (identified with Judaism).

Paul, Silas, and Timothy went on to Troas where they were joined by a physician named Luke,
whom the Holy Spirit would inspire to write both the Gospel According to Luke and the Book of
Acts, which chronicled the early spread of the Gospel. They would be led of the Lord to go to
Philippi, and from there to Thessalonica, Berea, Athens, and then to Corinth where they would
continuefor eighteen months. Therewould beaThird Missionary Journey, which closed with Paul
and others taking a love-offering to the suffering saints in Jerusalem. When he arrived, he went
immediately to report to James, the half-brother of Jesus. James counseled him regarding his
acceptance by the Jews at the Templ e, but when someone from Ephesus saw him he began claiming
that Paul had brought a Gentile into the Temple. An angry maob - picture the Palestiniansin I srael
screaming and working themselvesin to afrenzy - took Paul and would no doubt havekilled him if
he had not been rescued by Roman soldiers (not arrested as some believe, though it meant about the
same thing). When the captain learned of a death threat to Paul he sent him by night to Caesarea,
wherewewas aprisoner for two years before appealing to Rome (hisright asaRoman citizen). On
the voyage to Rome Paul was miraculously saved from astorm, aviolent sea, and from a poisonous
snake bite. Then came the first Roman imprisonment - Paul was finally in Rome, though not as he
had planned. He was released from prison and probably traveled to Spain and then back to
Ephesus, where he had spent three years on the Second Missionary Journey. In Ephesus, Paul had to
deal with some really serious problems and when he moved on to Macedonia (Philippi). But left
Timothy in charge at Ephesus. He then wrote the First Epistle to Timothy to encourage him and to
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guide him in dealing with problems in the church.

FIRST TIMOTHY VERSE BY VERSE

“ Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus according to the command of God our Savior and
of Christ Jesus, our hope: 2 To Timothy, my true child in thefaith. Grace, mercy, and
peace from God the Father and Christ Jesusour Lord” (1 Tim 1:1-2, HCSB).

1:1- PAUL. Following the accepted letter writing style of the day, Paul begins by identifying
himself. This letter was not delivered in an envelop with a return address on it. There was no
printed letterhead. 1t wasascroll, so it was necessary to put the name of the writer and the recipient
at the beginning. Timothy would have needed no further introduction to hismentor. No one knew
Paul any better than Timothy, his fellow servant of Jesus Christ.

For those who would be reading this epistle in years, generations, even centuries ahead, thereisa
brief introduction - not determined by Paul but by the Holy Spirit, Who miraculously inspired the
writing, has miraculously preserved it, and miraculoudly illuminatesthe hearts and minds of readers
of Scripture. ThisisSaul of Tarsus, the brilliant, militant Pharisee who met the Lord Jesus Christ on
the road to Damascus, a city to which he wastraveling with aletter from the Sanhedrin authorizing
him to arrest, question (torture), and take believersin “the way” (of Christ) back to Jerusalem.

Y oung Saul of Tarsus, the student of Gamaliel, the esteemed teacher of the Pharisees, was converted
and called to be a minister to Jews, kings, and Gentiles. The Apostle to the Gentiles used his
Hebrew name Saul while working among the Jewish people, but when he moved into the Gentile
world, he used his Roman name Paul.

There are many people even today, after almost two thousand years, who are convinced that Paul
lived the Christian life more fully than any other believer ever has. Only the Lord knows that for
sure, but it would be hard to imagine anyone surpassing himin every aspect of hislifeand ministry.

| seriously doubt that Paul loved the Lord more than John, the beloved disciple, but there is an
obvious differenceintheir training and preparation for the work. Paul may not have been the most
brilliant theologian - wewill never know sincethe Pauline Epistlesare the product of the Holy Spirit
- but many of the most brilliant theologians in the history of the Church have spent a lifetime
studying the Epistles of Paul.

What we need to do here isto remember that thisis one of Paul’ s pastoral epistles, and he does not

need to prove his identity to Timothy. Thisis not a great theological treatise like Ephesians or
Romans, it is a pastoral epistle, but there is a strong emphasis on sound doctrine.

SPECIAL NOTE ON PAUL



Paul was hated and maligned by pagans and by the Judaizers of hisday. But after all these centuries
no one knows the names of many of his enemies, and the ones we know, we know because Paul
mentioned them. However, the name Paul is known throughout Christendom. Heisheld in high
esteem by millions of believers, but not by all who profess to believe in Jesus Christ. Let me
mention three things that will illustrate some of the reasons some people are still attacking Paul.

First, there are those “ scholars” who have been attacking his authorship of various Epistles which
have attributed to Paul. For some reason or another, liberals love to challenge the scholarship of
various books of the Bible. One wonders why some have done thiswith such zeal unlessthereis
something in the content which they reject. But what would that be?

Second, there are those who did not like Paul because of their sinful lifestyle. For eight or nine
years| drovefrom northeast Louisianato Sledge, Mississippi to visit my parentsamost every week,
and afew times more than once aweek. My mother suffered through along, eight year battle after
she wasfound to have amalignant brain tumor. My father had a series of heart attacks and strokes,
and while his health problems began before Mother’s, he was able to care for her for afew years
before she had to go into a nursing home.

Either going to or returning from the visit with my parents, | often stopped by a health club in
Greenville, Mississippi. | madeanumber of friendsthere over the yearsand enjoyed the brief visits.

| had only recently met one young man and learned that he was driving to Memphis two or three
daysaweek for classes he was taking toward hisMasters, | believein one of the social sciences. A
few weeks after | met this young man, a friend commented that this man was a homosexual, and
apparently he was “out of the closet.”

| had an opportunity to speak with him one day, so | asked him if he had a relationship with the
Lord. He assured me he was a Christian and that he was a reader and teacher in his church. The
church was not in Greenville, so he had to drive some distance to the church each Sunday. | asked
himwhat he read and he told me he liked to read from Psalms. After talking about various books, |
asked him if he ever read from Romans. His quick response was, “No. | don’t like Paul.” | have
found that Paul isnot very popular with homosexuals. But, we must remember that Paul had alot to
say about heterosexual sins, too.

Third, there are people who do not like Paul for other reasons. | recently met a woman who was
obviously well educated and just as obviously aprofessional woman. She surprised me when she
said, “I just read your book” (UNDEFEATED: FINDING PEACE IN A WORLD FULL OF
TROUBLE, acommentary on Philippians). Shequickly added, “And | usually don'tlike Paul.” We
discussed Paul for aminute or two as| tried to make the point that Paul wasinspired to write what
he wrote.

The lady stepped around and with an expression that seemed to assume that no one could possibly
disagree with her opinion, she said, “Paul was strictly a product of histimes.” What did she mean
by that statement? Her confident smile invited one to agree that Paul had very negative attitude
toward women. Perhaps she had read what Paul had to say in this epistle about therole of womenin
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the church.

| have talked with people who did not like what Paul had to say about divorce, qualifications for
deacons, gifs of the Spirit, stewardship, or worship. What we must do isremember that all Scripture
is the product of the mind of the Holy Spirit and not simply Paul’ s ruminations. | remember the
banner that was suspended over the choir loft in a New Orleans area church: GOD SAID, |
BELIEVEIT, AND THAT SETTLESIT. Soundsgood, doesn't it? Well thereisjust one problem
with that. When God saysit, it issettled. The only questioniswhether or not | am goingto “getin
onwhat Heisup to”! When God speaks eternal truth isproclaimed, and it issettled for all eternity.
The only question for me iswhether or not | will read it, seek to understand it, and obey it. When
God speaks, | have no right to edit, amend, or filter it through the philosophy or psychology of the
world.

AN APOSTLE OF CHRIST JESUS. An apostle was one who was sent out. Jesus chose twelve
apostles whom he trained to send out into the world with His message of salvation. Later, he
appointed His half-brother James and Paul as apostles. A New Testament apostle was one who had
been appointed directly by Jesus Himself. Since Paul was not one of thetwelve, and sincetherewas
so much animosity toward him among the Judai zers, his apostleship was questioned by those who
sought to pervert the Gospel. Thus, Paul isinspired to write that he was an apostle of Jesus Christ
“according to the commandment of God our Savior, and of Christ Jesus, who is our hope.”

HOPE. Theword hopein modern Americaisoften used asasynonym for wishful thinking. | wishl
had amillion dollars. | wish| couldfly likeabird. Or, | wish | could afford to take avacation this
year. Hope may refer to something that may well be possible, or it may be used to denote that which
isout of reach for the average person.

The New Testament word rendered hope is much stronger. It denotes something that is certain,
something reserved for us. Jesusisour hope, and Jesusis not pieinthe sky bye and bye. Heisboth
apresent reality and our assurance of eternd life.

1:2-TOTIMOTHY. Paul callsTimothy, “ My truechildinthefaith.” Timothy wasawaysfaithful
to his father in the ministry, who was also his mentor.

GRACE, MERCY AND PEACE . Paul begins this epistle with the typical style for a
Greco-Roman letter of the day, including the author, and the recipients, and agreeting. But Paul's
greeting is not the standard greeting, either for the Jewish readers or the Greek readers. It is a
combination of the Greek and Jewish greeting which bringstogether concepts preciousto the early
church. The normal Greek greeting (chairein) carriesthe basic ideaof joy, pleasure, beauty. Grace
isfrom the Greek word charis, which in NT means God' s unmerited favor and love.

In aGreek letter it could ssmply mean “ greetings’, asin Philippians 1, or James|:l). Asusedinthe
New Testament, it refers to the unmerited favor of God. It has been well said that it is easier to
define than to believe. To believe in grace we have to give up our arrogance, and ideas about our
own worth (self esteem). Robert Schuler has the largest viewing audience of any evangelist in the
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world today. Millionstune in because they are turned on by his gospel of self-esteem. Thewhole
sin problem to him isamatter of low self-esteem, which meansthat the answer to man’ssin problem
is self-esteem. The high self-esteem, self-worth, self-love gospel standsin marked contrast to the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. We can never accept spiritual blessings as ours because of our own
merit. We can never claim God' s blessings as our right or as our property by our own merit.

Mercy. It wasan oversight which my good friend Dr. Gene Jeffries caught and for that reason | am
going to use his note on Mercy:

Mercy (elegj ) means to "take the hurt out" (as in an eleemosynary institution, a
hospital). What intriguesmeisthis: only in Paul's Pastoral s does he sandwich thisin
between "grace" and "peace." Could it be that he uses it to Timothy and Titus
because God's "frontline servants' need hurt removed more (or more frequently) than
others? [Dr. Gene Jeffries, President of Cambridge Graduate School].

| might add that Grace and mercy areliketwo sides of the same coin. Graceisthe positive sideand
mercy isthe negative side. If | receive mercy it meansthat | do not have to pay the full penalty for
my offence. One who pleadsthe mercy of the court is saying, “1 am guilty but | do not want to pay
thefull penalty of thelaw” (that would bejustice, but | want mercy). If | receive graceit meansthat
| receive something | could never deserve, the unmerited love of God.

Peace. This (eirene, Gk.; shalomin Heb.) Was the usual Hebrew greeting. The word carries the
idea of joining, or weaving together. Peace in the Jewish sense is the symphony of life made
meaningful through aright relationship with God. The theological order issignificant aswell; itis
only through the grace made available by the shed blood of the Lamb of God that peace will come.
Peace is positive and not negative. It connotes far more than the absence of strife and hostility - it
expresses the desire for harmony with God and with other people.

Here, peace has to do with anew relationship and pointsto blessings we receive because of grace.
Thereisaproblem, however. Today we usually understand peace to mean an inner peace of mind,
but Paul was not a post-Freudian psychologist. God seeks to save neurotics. There are sincere
Christianswho are deeply troubled. Believersare often put to thetest. How, then, doesgrace bring
us peace? When one accepts Christ, the warfare between himself and God isover. So, Paul prays
for themto realize what they already have (it was not dependent upon hisprayer). From the point of
one’ snew birthin Christ the Lord seeksto make the peace that passesall understanding areality in
every aspect of thelife of His children.

That other Christian writers would be influenced by Paul’s new letter writing style is seen in the
writing of the early Church Fathers. Polycarp, who was probably an infant at the time of Paul’s
martyrdom, would show the influence of Paul’ s writing style a half century later in aletter to the
Philippian church. He began hisletter, “ Polycarp, and the presbyterswith him, to the Church of God
sojourning at Philippi: Mercy to you, and peace from God Almighty, and from the Lord Jesus Christ,
our Savior, be multiplied.”

Paul praysfor both grace mercy, and peace. We need mercy, but we need more. Graceisthe source
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of peace - peaceisaways dependent upon grace. If God withdraws hisgrace, therewill be no peace
and we would be lost. Prayer for grace recognizes a continuous need. The grace of God always
comes as His free and unmerited gift; it is never our private possession - not an inalienable right.
"That Gentiles havefinally been made partakersin this marvel ous mystery of God isthe prime cause
of the keynote of joy sounded throughout the epistle’.

Millions are seeking peace today, but they will never find it anywhere except in the Prince of Peace.
Perhaps you have seen the bumper sticker, or read the words on a church sign: NO JESUS, NO
PEACE, KNOW JESUS, KNOW PEACE. Let metry to adapt that to this Scripture - thereis

No joy without peace,
No peace without grace,
No grace without Jesus.

FROM GOD THE FATHER. Thedoctrine of the Trinity may not be stated to the satisfaction
of every reader of the New Testament, but it is very clear to many believers. The Holy Spirit, the
Third Person of the Trinity, isthe divine Author of this Scripture, the one who inspired the writing
of al Scripture. It is so much the product of the mind of the Holy Spirit that we can think of
Scripture as divine truth exhaled by the Holy Spirit - yet not amechanical transmission. Compare
the Gospel According to John with the Epistle of Paul to the Ephesians and you will see that one
writer is a simple fisherman called to do a mighty work, and the other is a brilliant and polished
teacher and writer.

Herethe emphasisison the First Person of the Trinity. Inthe Old Testament we see various names
for God - Elohim (God - emphasisison power - he had the power to create all things), Adonai (Lord
- emphasis is on sovereignty; He has the right to reign over all He created), and Yahweh (| AM,
rendered LORD - thisisthe covenant name for God). Inthe New Testament, Heis God the Father,
our Heavenly Father.

AND CHRIST JESUSOUR LORD. IntheOT GodisLord, or LORD, but inthe NT, Jesus,
the Second Person of the Trinity, isusually identified with thetitle, Lord. JesusisHisname; Christ
is Histitle (the Anointed One).

The Holy Spirit was sent on the Day of Pentecost to bring people to God the Father through Jesus
Christ, His only begotten Son, Who came and suffered and bled and died, was buried, raised, and
then taken up to Heaven where he sits at the right hand of the Father, making intercession for us.
TheHoly Spirit isnot hereto direct our attention to Himself, but to the Father through the Son. We
pray to the Father, through the Son, in the power of the Holy Spirit.

There are those who reject the whole concept of the Holy Spirit and base it in part on the fact that
word Trinity isnot mentioned intheBible. Asl sit hereat my keyboard, | am having alot of trouble

recalling any mention of aLap Top or aNotebook, or ahard drive, of soft ware. But, | have not let
the fact that the terms are not in the Bible keep me from using them.
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| once had along conversation with the late Dr. H. Leo Eddleman, who had been president of New
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary when | was a student there. He mentioned one of the most
outstanding Christian leaders in America and went on to tell me that this man was attending a
convention of hisdenomination when hewasinvited to visit with aprofessor of theology in hishotel
room. Dr. Eddleman told me this well known pastor went into that room with a trinitary view of
God and came out with a unitary view of God.

The unitary theory holds that there is but one Person in the Godhead. That one Person plays
different roles at different times. He played the role of the Father in the OT, the Son during the
earthly ministry of Christ, and the role of the Holy Spirit following Pentecost. That view runs
aground at the baptism of Jesus, when the Son was baptized, the Spirit descended, and the Father
spoke. To deny the Trinity - threein Person, onein essence - creates someinteresting problems. For
example, when Jesus withdrew to be alone with the Father, or when he prayed to the Father, if there
was no Father He was deceiving His disciples. When he claimed that he did not know the time of
Hisreturn, only the Father knew, He would have been misleading His followers.

Francis Shaeffer said that it was the doctrine of the Trinity that led him from agnosticism to theism.
If God had been forced to create man in order to have arelationship with someone, then God would
have been incomplete. God had a had a perfect horizontal relationship with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, and created man for His pleasure, not to fill some inadequacy within Himself.

[I. INSTRUCTION CONCERNING DOCTRINE, 1:3-20
A. Paul Warns Against False Doctrines, 1:3-11

1:3 - REMAIN IN EPHESUS. Paul, after release from prison, went to Ephesus and after an
indeterminate time travel ed on to Philippi, leaving Timothy in Ephesusto carry onthework. Here,
he writes back to Timothy: “As | urged you upon my departure for Macedonia, remain on at
Ephesus, in order that you may instruct certain men not to teach strange doctrines.” Two things
stand out here. First, Paul trusted Timothy to teach sound doctrine. Second, Hetrusted himto refute
false doctrine. Theteaching of sound doctrineisessential to the church and the individual believer
and most called preachers spend alot of timeteaching peoplethetruth. There are peoplewho teach
strange doctrines, but we must teach thetruth to those will listen. We must also refute fal se doctrine.

But Paul did not tell Timothy to attack those who taught false doctrine, he told him to teach those
who taught strange doctrines. 1f those who teach strange doctrines are open to instruction you will
accomplish more instructing them than attacking them.

1:4 - MYTHS AND ENDLESS GENEALOGIES. Timothy was left in Ephesus to instruct the
teachers there not to “pay attention to myths and endless genealogies, which give rise to mere
speculation rather than furthering the administration of God which is by faith.” Myths probably
meant a Jewish preoccupation with O.T. genealogies. This does mean that there was anything
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wrong with genealogical records, but a preoccupation with them, or a wrong emphasis could be
either fruitlessand awaste of time, or it could become sinful if it pursued extra-biblical paths. The
Believer's Study Bible offers agood summary:

“Endlessgenealogies’ may refer to an incipient Gnostic heresy which distinguished
between the good, supreme God on the one hand and abad creator on the other. This
type of heresy often pictured the bad creator asadistant descendant of the good God,
with along list of angelic beings (an endless genealogy) forming the link between
the two. "Fables' or myths were a part of thisfamily tree. In Paul's day, the phrase
could also refer to the widespread Jewish preoccupation with elaborations on O.T.
genealogies [BSB].

What iswrong with the myths and legends? Paul saysthat what they were doing gave“riseto mere
speculation rather than furthering the administration of God whichisby faith.” Obviously, theLord
prefersthe furthering of the administration of God to fruitless speculation. Fruitless speculation will
not advance one’ s knowledge of God, his understanding of sound doctrine, or hisrelationship with
Jesus Christ. But that is not the worst part of it. Those who engage in such speculations can
influence others, especialy their family, establishing faulty traditions that may be passed on from
generation to generation.

1:5- THE GOAL OF OUR INSTRUCTION. “But the goal of our instruction islove froma pure
heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.” Welivein aday of mission statements, goals,
and themes and mottos. Dean Doster, Executive Director of the L ouisiana Baptist Convention has
often shared with the Executive Board his vision, mission statement, and goals. That was one
differencel observed when | was elected to serve on theboard afew yearsago. Intheearly nineties
when | was on the board | recall goals and themes, but when | came back on the board | began
hearing about mission statements. When | went through my orientation as a new member of the
Board of Trustees for LifeWay Christian Resources, President Jimmy Draper made sure we
understood the mission statement, goals, and future plans of LifeWay. Thisisgood. Y ears ago,
L uther Rice Seminary professor Dr. Charles Williams explained why he pushed doctoral studentsto
plan their work (and then work their plan): “To fail to planisto plan to fail.”

What then is the goal of sound doctrine, of teaching the truth? The first goal is*“love from a pure
heart.” We cannot begin to claim a relationship with God if we do not love Him and love our
brothers and sistersin Christ. Furthermore, thereis no love that does not come from a pure heart.
A second stated goal is*“agood conscience and asincere faith.” Faith hereisnot a mindless|eap of
faith, which amounts to nothing more than wishful thinking, but faith based on God' struth. Francis
Shaeffer placed alot of emphasis on theimportance of our distinguishing between “blind” faithand a
faith based on sound doctrine.

1:6- FRUITLESSDISCUSSIONS. Thereason Paul challenges Timothy to instruct those who were
teaching strange doctrineswasthat “ For some men, straying fromthese things, have turned aside to
fruitlessdiscussion.” We have been entrusted with the most important message the world has ever
received. We have been given the responsibility for teaching the greatest teachings the world has
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ever known. Fruitless discussions do not advance the Kingdom of God.

1:7 - WANTING TO BE TEACHERS. Paul explains why his instructions to Timothy are so
important. Therewere somewho wanted to beteachersof the Law. For onereason or another, there
were people who desired the position of teacher. The only problem with that was that some of these
peoplewasthat they did not “ under stand either what they are saying or the matter s about which they
make confident assertions.” | have been in the ministry for over forty years and during that time |
have discovered that with some people not knowing what some people ware talking about has never
stopped people from talking.

1:8-THELAW ISGOOD. “But we know that the Law isgood, if one usesit lawfully.” TheLaw is
good and all good things come from God. The Law is by design limited - yet the Law as it was
handed down from God is good. Perhaps you have read the arguments that the Law was adapted
from earlier codes, like the Code of Hammurabi, and no doubt some people will buy into those
arguments. Thetruth isthat Noah stepped off the Ark with certain laws he had received from God.
He taught them to his sons, who in turn taught them to their sons. After afew generationsthelaw as
Noah taught it to his sons may have been amended from time to time, with some things added and
some thingslost, but the Code of Hammurabi was, without a doubt, influenced by the earlier law of
God. TheMosaic Law, inthe opinion of thiswriter, would have been more consistent with the oral
law of God than any human document. With the sameinfallible Author, how could have not been so?

The Law isgood if used lawfully? The Law isgood if used for its original purpose. If taught asa
theory of justification by worksit is being used wrongfully.

1:9- LAWNOT FORRIGHTEOUS. Inverse 8 Paul said that the Law isgood when used lawfully.
Here he adds, “ realizing the fact that law is not made for a righteous man, but for those who are
lawless and rebellious, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who kill
their fathers or mothers, for murderers.” The Law was not written to govern the activities of
righteous people - therearen’t any! (“ Thereisnonerighteous, no not one”). The Law wasgivento
control the activities of those who are:

1) Lawless - those who live as though there were no law, they reject it or hold it in contempt.

2) Rebellious- thosewho arein rebellion against God and all codes of morality and decency. | livea
few miles from West Monroe, LA High School. They have won severa state championships in
recent years. Two coaches, Shelby Ainsworth and James Remedies are very good friends (I was
Shelby’ s pastor and James' wife' s pastor at Forest, LA). On agame day you will seethe Rebel flag
flying from everything in sight, including the back of pickup trucks. 1 also grew up an hour fromthe
University of Mississippi (to us, Ole Miss). Rebel flagswere everywhere. | never dreamed that the
flag would be seen as an emblem of racism. To us, it celebrated our being from the south - rather
than the north. The days when the flag was a symbol of rebellion against the union had been left
behind decades earlier. They could joke about being rebels without actually being rebellious.

Actor James Dean wasthe star of themovie, REBEL WITHOUT A CAUSE, but hewas certainly not
the last rebel without a cause. Today, many young people actively follow the rebellious lifestyle,
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complete with alcohol, drugs, loud music, immorality, and work ethic.
3) Ungodly - those who adopt standards and philosophies that are in opposition to God.

4) Sinners - those who fall short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23), and we are all sinners. David, in
confessing his sin with Bathsheba and the murder of her husband, used three words. sin,
transgression, and iniquity. Sin meansto missthe mark, asan archer missesthe bull’ seye (weall do
that). Transgression meansto crosstheline with your eyeswide open. Iniquity denotes crooked, or
warped. Y ou keep on sinning and committing transgressions and your lifeisgoing to end up warped
by that sin. The OT distinguishes between sins committed without premeditation and planning and
sins committed with your eyes wide open (presumptuous sins).

ILLUSTRATION. When my younger brother, Mike, returned from military duty in West Germany a
number of yearsago hetold me about standing guard duty on the border between Czechosovakiaand
West Germany. He was standing guard at the Iron Curtain - at times he stood on the Iron Curtain.
Once, he stepped over the line (with his eyeswide open). Hetransgressed. If he had been captured
there would have been apriceto pay. However, it was common for those on either sideto step over
the line for amoment and then return to their own side.

Sinners often do not consider the consequences of their action. At times, however, they are keenly
aware of the nature of the sin, and possibly the consequences, but they go on and do it any way.
Peoplewho continueto do that will eventually end up deep ininiquity. Thereisnorelief fromit, and
no escape. Thereisonly forgiveness.

5) UNHOLY - The word holy denotes separate, or different from other people or things. Unholy
people conform to the fallen word, whose princeis called Satan.

6) PROFANE - Welivein aprofane world and it is getting more profane all thetime. | remember
when the entertainment industry spent alot of time talking about Clarke Gable' sfour letter word in
GONE WITH THE WIND. What was the feminists mantra of the eighties, “We' ve come along
way, Baby!” Don’t you loveit when some foul-mouthed Hollywood star comeson TV and lectures
us about keeping the air and streams clean when they are polluting the airwaves with profanity and
vulgarity? Children are surprised when they are called down for their language at school because
they talk that way at home.

7) THOSE WHO KILL THEIR FATHERS AND MOTHERS - those who break the hearts of their
parents, whose rebellion causes ulcers, strokes and heart attacks. 1n some case, they may eveninjure
them physically.

8) MURDERS - The Ten Commandments pose such a seriousthreat to Americatoday that the ACLU
(the great defender of our liberties) feel compelled to try have them removed from all public facilities.
One of those commandments tells us that we should do no murder. God gave the Law to forbid
murder and to define punishment for it.
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1:10 - (99 IMMORAL MEN - men here is used in the generic sense of all people, mankind (or
humankind, if you prefer). America needs desperately to return to a biblical standard of morality.
Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “1 wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people” (1.
Cor. 5:0). He counseled themto “Fleeimmorality. Every other sinthat aman commitsisoutsidethe
body, but the immoral man sins against his own body” (1 Cor6:18). This means that Christians
should flee all kinds and expressions of immorality. This means adultery, as well as pornography,
vulgar stories and music, entertainment that encourages lust.

10) HOMOSEXUALS - Thisincludes all expressions of homosexuality as well as all those things
that would promote the homosexual lifestyle. Therearefew thingsthat testify to themoral declinein
Americathan the sin of homosexuality. Let usunderstand this before we go on: homosexuality isa
sin,anditisaserioussin. Weneedtotell theworldthat. Sadly, we even need to tell the church that
itisasin. God lovesthe sinner; He sent His Son to die for al sinners, but He hates sin.

The Supreme Court of the United States has ruled that an anti-sodomy law in Texas was
unconstitutional. The Episcopal church has upset many of its members as well as others
denominations by electing an open homosexual asabishop. Spokesmen for the church went before
the nation to explain that they had led in anumber of changes and their member accepted them. They
believed their memberswould accept thisdecision. Sean Hannity asked about what the Bible had to
say and one of the priests replied, “We do not look to the Bible as our authority.” If you reject the
Bible as your authority you open yourself to anything.

11) KIDNAPPERS - Kidnapping isaseriouscrime. President George Bush addressed the nation to
discuss the peace keeping efforts in Iraq and to challenge the nations of the world to do everything
within their power to stop the slave traffic that is now a world wide problem. Young girls, and
sometimes boys, are kidnapped and sold as sex slaves. In some Islamic countries, the children of
Christians are taken and sold into slavery. Kidnapers have taken babies and children, and on
occasion adults, and held them for ransom. We need to teach children from an early age that
kidnaping isasin. How often today do we hear that the kidnaper of achild is his/ her own parent?

12) LIARS AND PERJURERS. “Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD, But those who deal
truthfully are His delight” (Pro. 12:22).

TheLaw wasgivento control al these sins*and whatever elseis contrary to sound teaching.” God
gave usthe Law to define what is sinful, or criminal. But, it could never produce righteousness.

1:11- THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL. Paul finishesthe sentence: “according to the glorious gospel of
the blessed God, with which | have been entrusted.” Indeed, the Gospel isgloriousbecauseitisfrom
the“blessed God.” Itisthe Gospel with which Paul had been entrusted, and our trust today isjust as
sacred as that given Paul.

B. Paul on the Grace of God, 1:12-17

1:12 - | THANK GOD. “I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because He
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considered mefaithful, putting meinto service.” |If you havetaken thetimeto read Paul’ saccount of
his hunger, shipwrecks, shivering cold, floating on the sea for three days, snake bite, stonings,
beatings, and the persecution, you might wonder why he was thanking God for calling him to that
ministry. Most every pastor can understand that of which Paul spoke, though very few today have
had to face those trials. A friend says, “I want to resign every Monday morning.” | can think of a
few Saturdays when | was tempted. | could have saved myself alot of misery if | had chosen any
number of other professions. But since God called meto thisministry | could not have been happy
doing anything else.

1:13 -1 WAS FORMERLY. *“Even though | was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a
violent aggressor. And yet | was shown mercy, because | acted ignorantly in unbelief.” Many
servants of the Lord can say with Paul, “1 wasformerly...” Georgewasthe chaplain’ sassistant at the
Mississippi State Penitentiary at Parchman. Formerly, he was a thief. When | knew him he was
waiting for the day he would be released so that he could go to work for the people he had victimized.
Tommy could say, “Formerly, | wasamurderer. | didn’t set out to commit murder, but in adrunken
rage | beat and strangled her to death.” Tommy told me he wanted to servethe Lord. Robert would
haveto say, “Formerly, | was a cold-blooded murderer. | married her, took out an insurance policy
and two weekslater | killed her.” | will never forget the moment at the Mississippi State Penitentiary
when he held up the New Testament | had given him at the Hinds County Jail in Jackson, Mississippi,
pointing to the place in the front where | had written a note.

Paul often testified concerning hisformer life. He had been a

1) blasphemer - he had spoken evil against Jesus Christ.

2) persecutor - he spearheaded the persecution against Christians with religious zeal and fervor.
3) violent aggressor - Picture amodern day Iragi or Palestinian attacking an enemy today.

Paul had formerly been all those things, but in spite of all that, he had been shown mercy because he
had “acted ignorantly in unbelief.” God had shown Him mercy, but if he had not repented his
ignorance would not have been an excuse.

1:14 - THE GRACE OF OUR LORD. If you want to know about grace, go to the Pauline Epistles:
“and the grace of our Lord was more than abundant, with the faith and love which are found in
Christ Jesus.” Paul deserved justice but received mercy and grace. God’'s grace was “more than
abundant.” Some speak of the supremacy of grace; | usually speak of the supremacy of God and the
sufficiency of grace. God Himself tells us that His grace is sufficient for all our needs. Here Paul
tells usit is more than abundant. Grace is the unmerited love of God we find in Jesus Christ our
Lord.

1:15 - JESUS CAME TO SAVE SINNERS. “It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full

acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom | am foremost of
all.” Paul’swordingisinteresting here“Itisatrustworthy statement, deserving of full acceptance...”
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Since the Bible has no filler material, every word of it is significant. The statement he is making
carries the full authority of theinspired Word of God - in other words, you have God’ s Word onit.
To reject it places one in extreme danger of hell forever. But there are many people who do not
consider themselves to have reject the Word of God, they are just in no hurry.

Just what isit that is so important? Jesus Christ came to save sinners. Sinners cannot “find” God.
They cannot take credit in any way for their salvation. God takes the initiative and does all the
saving. The Father loved us enough to give His only begotten Son for our salvation. Jesus suffered
and bled and died for our sins. He came to seek and to save sinners. The Holy Spirit was sent to
bears witness to the Son. He convictslost people of sin, righteousness, and the judgment to come.
Our salvation isthework of the Trinity. | cannot explainthe Trinity to everyone’ s satisfaction, but |
accept that the Bible has to say on the subject. We worship a God who is one in essence, three in
Person.

There is no one in the world who can offer a defense for rejecting Jesus Christ. He actively seeks
sinners. We have Hisword onit. Paul called himself the foremost of all sinners, and Jesus came to
save him.

1:16 - | FOUND MERCY. “And yet for this reason | found mercy, in order that in me as the
foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience, as an example for those who would
believe in Himfor eternal life.” Paul isagreat example of alost and condemned sinner who found
the Lord’ smercy and grace. Paul considered himself “the foremost of all sinners,” but Jesus saved
him. Many peoplebelievethat Paul lived the Christian life morefully and more sacrificially than any
other person ever has. They may well beright - | would never argue with them.

There are many people who were once deep in sin, whom the Lord saved. Paul thought of himself as
the worst of sinners. He didn’'t know William Wetzel. Wetzel was serving a life sentence at the
Mississippi State Penitentiary when another prisoner crossed him. Wetzel killed him, but thistime he
was given the death sentence. Chaplain Roscoe Hicks visited with Wetzel and he came under
conviction of sin and repented. He prayed, asking Jesus Christ to come into hislife. Accordingto
the chaplain William Wetzel had the highest 1Q of anyone who had ever set foot on the grounds at
Parchman. They tried to get his sentenced changed to lifewithout parole. Hewasdigesting the Bible
faster than anyone the chaplain had ever seen and alot of peoplewere convinced that he could helpa
lot of prisonersif he was permitted to work with them for therest of hislife. The petition to stop the
execution and commute his sentenceto lifewithout paroledied on the Lt. Governor’ sdesk (Gov. J. P.
Coleman had been the judge and referred it to Lt. Gov. Carol Gartin). | talked with Chaplain Hicks
about the execution and later with one of the officers. They both said they had never seen anything
likeit. The executioner had tearsin his eyes, and so did everyone else there. The guard told me he
had witnessed a number of executions but he would never witness another one.

There are those who would say that William Witzel found God. No! Jesus found William Wetzel,

one of the worst sinners in the country. In the short time he had to live before his execution he
touched alot of lives.
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Kenny Wagoner killed several more people than William Wetzel, He was the most famous (or
infamous) prisoner in the history of the state. The most dangerous men in the state penitentiary were
in awe of Kenny Wagoner. He was six foot, five inches of muscle, with afifty-six inch chest, and
hands that totally engulfed mine. He handled the bloodhounds and ran down escapees. They said
that if the dog’ s nose touched adoor, Kenny Wagoner put hisfoot through it and went in and took the
prisoner back. Henever failed. Then hewalked off. Y earslater, he surrendered when he devel oped
serious health problems. | talked with him eight days before he died in the hospital at Parchman. He
was one of the friendliest men | have ever known. He had an incredible personality. After avisit |
will never forget, | tried to talk with him about his need for Jesus Christ. Hisresponsewas, “1 don’t
have anything against God. A preacher told me onetimeif | wasn’t for Him | wasagainst Him, and |
don’t have anything against Him.” Aswe drove away, Chaplain Hicks asked meif | thought Kenny
Wagner would ever be saved. | said, “No. Hehastoo much pride.” Inwhat would aman like Kenny
Wagner take such pride? (I never heard anyone call him either Kenny or Wagner, only Kenny
Wagner - like Jesse James.) He assured me he would never tell alie, and that he would respect my
sister just like hewould respect hisown sister. | felt that he meant it. However, only eight days|ater,
he died without Christ and there was but one place for him, and that is hell - forever.

1:17- TOTHE KING ETERNAL. “ Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be
honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.” There are two parts to this verse. Firgt, the praiseis
addressed to “theKing eternal.” Heistheinvisible God, theonly God. The second part isthe praise,
and in word and deed Paul sought to bring glory and honor to Him.

C. Paul's Chargeto Timothy, 1:18-20

1:18- THISCOMMAND. “ Thiscommand | entrust to you, Timothy, my son, in accordancewith the
prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you may fight the good fight.” On his
authority as an Apostle of Jesus Christ, Paul commands Timothy to do certain things. Notethat this
command was in accord with the “prophesies made concerning” Timothy. Today, we might say,
based on theinspired, infallible, inerrant Word of theliving God, there are commands with which we
would charge one who being licensed or ordained to the Gospel Ministry. Of course, Timothy was
already in the ministry and previous instructions had been given to him. What is the charge? To
Timothy, it was“that by them (the prophecies) you may fight the good fight.” Wewould chargethe
young minister today that by the Word of God he might fight the good fight. Thereisno other way to
fight the good fight than by the Word of God, in the power of the One Who inspired every word of it.

1:19 - KEEPING FAITH. “Keeping faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and
suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith.” A shipwrecked faith isaseriousthing. If one does not
keep the faith he will suffer such a shipwreck. | knew a man when | was young in the ministry. |
visited in hishome, worshiped with him and hisfamily, worked with hischildren, and benefited from
hiswisdom and experience. | thought hereally lovedthe Lord. Thirty-fiveyearslater when | began
reading and hearing about some ungodly things he had done | could hardly believethiswastheman |
had known. | mentioned it to two men who had had more recent experience with him and they
painted a picture of aman | did not know, a picture of greed, avarice, deception, lies, and arrogance.
What had happened to my friend? Isit possible that he had suffered a shipwreck in regardsto their
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faith? Itisalso possible that he had no real faith in Jesus Christ.

1:20 - DELIVERED OVER TO SATAN. “ Among these are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom |
have delivered over to Satan, so that they may be taught not to blaspheme.” 1 don’t know about you,
but thisis rather shocking to me. How did Paul do that? Why did he do it? Nevertheless, that is
what it says and that is what he had done. But what does this mean?

Being delivered to Satan could mean one of two things: (1) Discipline: It could refer
to an act of the church excluding the offenders from membership and returning them
to the world over which Satan is prince (John 14:30). No judgment concerning the
eternal salvation of the offender is involved. He is merely excluded from the
fellowship of the church. The basis for such action is found in Matt. 18:15-18 (cf.
note). (2) Punishment: It could refer to an action similar to that in Acts 5:1-11, in
which physical judgment came to Ananias and Sapphira (1 Cor. 5:5) [BSB].

[11. INSTRUCTION ABOUT WORSHIP, 2:1-15
A. Prayer, 2:1-8

2:1 - PRAYERS. Aswe would expect in a letter like this, Paul writes to his son in the ministry,
“First of all, then, | urgethat entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behal f
of all men.” Prayer isone of the greatest blessings God givesto Hischildren. Heinvitesusto pray,
motivates usto pray, commands usto pray. David and other psalmistsillustrate how we are to pray
under different circumstances. Jesus disciples asked Him to teach them to pray - they did not ask
Him to teach them “how” to pray, they asked Him to teach them to pray. Thereisno Christian who
has not needed to go to the Lord and ask for help with prayer. | know “that” | need to pray; | know
“How” to pray; and | know “why” | should pray. Thenwhy isit that | become distracted just at the
time | know | need to be spending time with my Lord in prayer?

My wife Becky has had aroutine for many years. She goes into the bedroom and closes herself off
from everything elsefor anywhere from one-half hour to an hour each evening. Shereads her Bible
and spends time with the Lord in prayer. At times writes out a verse of Scripture for me to read.
Then, she makes notesin her journal, as she has done for twenty-five years, noting the highlights of
the day, including the weather, church reports, family activities, and current events. Thisis a
discipline many of us lack, but one from which we would all profit.

Four of the seven Greek words for prayer occur in thisverse:

1) SUPPLICATIONS carriesthe idea of asking for definite needs.

2) PRAYERS isthe most general word for communication with the Lord
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3) INTERCESSIONS denotes the privilege God grants to His children so that they may comeinto
His presence in behalf of others.

4) GIVING OF THANKS isanintegral part of prayer. Thisdenotesthe expression of gratitude for
Gods grace - the source of all His blessings (1 Thess. 5:17, 18). Expressions of praise may be
associated with the “giving of thanks.”

2:2-FOR..ALL INAUTHORITY. Paul encourages Timothy to pray “ for kingsand all who arein
authority, in order that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity.” We are
hearing more and more today about “the politics of personal destruction” in America. Themediaand
some politicians can destroy the career of almost any politician they target. According to reports
Sean Hannity read from one newspaper, the LA Times carefully prepared a report on Arnold
Swartzenegger which they released afew days before the recall election in California (19-7-03). It
was | earned that they guarded this article so that none of their reporters were not working on the case
would seeit; but Gov. Gray Davis and his team were well aware of the contents.

President George W. Bush has been the object of bitter and sustained attacks, beginning when he
announced his candidacy and continuing through his service as president. Thisisaman who openly
confesses sins of the past - he had a drank alcoholic beverages twenty-five years earlier. Thisisa
man of prayer, aman who gquotesthe Bible, aman who witnessesto heads of state, aman whosefaith
sustains him and guides him. Whether you are a Republican, Democrat, Libertarian, or none of the
above, once hewas el ected as president of the United States every Christian was under an obligation
to pray for him and hisadministration. The war with terrorism demands the prayerful support of all

Americans who know the Lord. Sadly, many who profess to be Christians condemn the president
rather than praying for him. According to thisverse, regardless of the candidate or party for whom
we voted, once they are elected we must pray for them. For some we must pray that they will come
to know the Lord. We must pray for courage, faith, and protection for those who do know the Lord.

God has ordained organized government and authoritieswho lead and direct that government Thisis
essential to our leading “ a tranquil and quiet life in al godliness and dignity.” Compare the
Americaof 1950 with the USSR of the period. Compare the Americaof 1950 with Americaof 2004.
Arewe living amore tranquil life today? Then who moved? God is still there.

2:3 - GOOD. *Thisis good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior.” What is good and
acceptable? Prayer, in al the expressions mentioned in verse one, and prayer for those in authority,
VS. 2.

2:4-WHO DESIRES. “Who desiresall men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth”

(NKJV). “Who" identifies the Subject - God. “Desires’ speaks to His sovereignty. Some
evangelicals seem to be alittle hesitant to use words they associate with particular denominations.
How long has it been since you have heard a sermon on Sanctification? | love to preach on
Sanctification, and | loveto give abrief definition which the “ Sanctifier” placed in the Scripture for
us. “To be conformed to the image of His Son” (Rom. 8:29). In Philippians, Paul was inspired to
write, “Let thismind bein you which wasin Christ Jesus.” The moreyou think like the Lord Jesus
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the more you will be conformed to the image of His Son.

Sovereignty isused freely by our Reformed friends, Presbyterians and many Baptists. | hold deeply
to the sovereignty of God, and proclaim the sufficiency of His grace, in savation, in security,
sanctification, and in providence and protection. What God desires, Hewill get in HisOwn Way, in
His Own time. We had better get thisright: the real question, as already mentioned, iswhether or
not you and | are going to get in on what Heisup to! If you doubt that, read one of the psalms that
reviews the history of God’'s covenant with Isragl.

2:5- ONE GOD. “For thereisone God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus.” | loveit! Our God declaresover and over that Heisajealous God. Hewill shareHis
glory with no other. Thereis:

1) ONE GOD - Creator, Sustainer, Redeemer. Heisthe uncaused Cause of all that exists. Dr. H. Leo
Eddleman, who was president of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary when | was a student
there, becameaclosefriend over years. He and my pastor were close friends and hisfather had been
pastor of my home church years earlier. On many occasions | had the privilege of “picking his
brain.” On one of those occasions| took him to my study, turned on atape recorder and asked him a
series of questions | had written out. | well remember his use of the Hebrew - he told me that J.
Edgar Hoover once said that “ Dr. L eo Eddleman has the best working knowledge of any non-Jew in
the United States.” Once when we were talking about the namesfor God inthe OT, he expanded my
understanding Y ahweh (indicated by all caps, LORD in the OT; Adona is rendered Lord). |
mentioned the fact that Y ahweh means| Am, and Dr. Eddleman told me that thereismoreto it than
that. “1 Am” identifies God as the self-existent One, the uncaused Cause of all things, and as such it
not only means that He is the cause of His Own existent, he is the cause of my existence.

The God of the Bible is omnipresent, omnipotent, and omniscient. Whatever the Bible say He has
done, isdoing, or will do, He hasdoneit, isdoing it, or will doit! If you have any doubt about that
please spell your God withasmall “g” - which Francis Shaeffer said isthe most meaninglesswordin
the English language. God spelled with acapital “G” would then be the most significant word in the
English language.

2) ONE MEDIATOR. In his grief, suffering, and pain, Job moved from mountain peak to deep
valleys of despair. On one of those swings he exclaimed, “Nor is there any mediator between us,
Who may lay his hand on us both” (Job 9:33). | believe it was G. Campbell Morgan who wrote a
little book about Jesus' answers to all of Job’s questions. He was right: “But now He (Jesus) has
obtained amore excellent ministry, inasmuch asHeisaso Mediator of abetter covenant, which was
established on better promises’ (Heb. 8:6). Jesus does not just answer Job in words alone, Heisthe
answer, theMediator. Furthermore, Heistheonly Mediator. There are not many waysto the Father,
thereis but one!

“Theman Christ Jesus’” would certainly answer those Docetic Gnostics who claimed that Jesus only

seemed to be human. IntheFirst Epistle of John, the aged disciples dealt with thisheresy : “By this
you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has comein the fleshis of
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God” (1 John 4:2). Heis both the human Jesus and the divine Christ.

2:6- A RANSOM. “Who gave Himself asa ransomfor all, the testimony borne at the proper time.”
A ransom denotes a substitute payment.

The basis for Christ'swork of bringing men to God is His death as aransom, as one
who paysthe pricein order that acondemned man or aslave may gofree. Thepriceis
stated in 1 Pet. 1:18, 19, namely, the precious blood of Christ. The frequently debated
guestion concerning the party to whom the ransom was paid is not necessary. The
emphasisis upon the extent and costliness of the ransom [BSB].

For Paul, “ransom” and “redemption” became metaphors of the slave block. Justification was
metaphor of the courtroom, and propitiation was ametaphor of the sacrificial system. Inthat lengthy
passage in Hebrew in which Jesus Christ is shown to be superior to the earthly high priest, the Holy
Spiritinspired thewriter to stressthat Jesusisour superior High Priest and the offering He offered is
superior to any the earthly high price ever offered. He offered Himself, the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world.

2:7- APPOINTED. “ And for this| was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I amtelling thetruth, |
amnot lying) as a teacher of the Gentilesin faith and truth.” Judaizers were Jews who professed a
faith in Christ but insisted that Gentiles had to embrace Judaism asarequirement for salvation. They
opposed Paul and Barnabas when they heard their report to the church at Antioch of Syriaat the end
of the First Missionary Journey. Thisissuewas settled at the Jerusalem Conferencein A.D. 51, with
James, the half-brother of our Lord serving as moderator and writing the opinion of the conference
(Acts 15; Gal. 2). It was agreed that Gentiles are saved the same way as Jews, which is by grace
through faith (Eph. 2:8).

How was the issue decided? A magjority vote? Possibly, but there is something else. Peter, John,
James, and Paul had Apostolic authority to address such issues and their testimony carried alot of
weight with most believers. The Judaizers, however, hounded Paul’ s steps as he returned to Antioch
and then began a Second Missionary Journey with Silas. They followed him and continued their
attack. Inorder to strengthen their argument they attacked Paul personally. They focused their attack
on Paul’ s apostleship, forcing him to offer a defense in some of his epistles.

Paul did not mention his appointment to the office of preacher and apostlelightly. Infact, the Holy
Spirit is the divine Author of these words - we must not forget this. Paul was keenly aware of the
significance of his appointment to the office of apostle. The modern preacher today must bejust as
sure of his call to preach the Gospel. There is absolutely no other justification for entering the
ministry. Infact, many young men have been counseled by older pastors, “If you can be happy doing
anything else, you had better do it.” | can think of many times when | could have avoided alot of
heart ache and pain and spared my family alot of stressif | could have done anything else. But the
constant awareness of my call to preach the Gospel would never have allowed meto do anything else.
When the going getsrough it isthe sense of acall that keeps the minister of the Gospel in the Gospel
ministry. When Paul said, (“1 amtelling thetruth, | am not lying) as ateacher of the Gentiles,” heis
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refuting the charges of the Judaizers and reminding all believers of his special appointment as the
apostle to the Gentiles.

2:8-PRAY. “ Thereforel want the men in every placeto pray, lifting up holy hands, without wrath
and dissension.” Thetherefores of Paul areimportant. Holding what he hasjust said before us, he
will now make a statement based on it. On the basis of his appointment to the office of apostle, he
charges “the men in every place to pray.” Many times in Scripture the word man is used in the
generic sense of mankind or humankind. Ryrie says that the word “men” means “males (not
females) who are to lead in public prayer” [RSB]. | know that is not popular with many today,
including whole denominations. Itisgoing to beinteresting to see how thiswill beinterpreted in the
future if we continue to add to or subtract from Scripture.

“Lifting up holy hands” denotes*“acommon posture for prayer and representative of the purity of life
that is necessary for proper fellowship in prayer” [RSB]. There are many people today who are
caught up in the physical aspect of thiswithout placing emphasis on the spiritual aspect of it. There
have been many postures of prayer in the history of the church, eveninbiblical history. Attimeswe
read of those who prostrate themselves before the Lord, or, bowing beforethe Lord, lifting their eyes
to the Lord. When these people in Paul’s day lifted holy hands they probably held the palms up,
symbolizing holiness and service.

“Without wrath and dissension” pointsto two thingsthat stand in theway of private or public prayer.

Lifting up holy hands helps to prevent wrath and dissension. Waving hands in the air will not
prevent dissension, but lifting holy hands - whether one does it literally of in his or her heart -
symbolizing a holy life, complete with a commitment to ministry, worship, and evangelism
overcomes dissension.

B. The Role of Women in the Church, 2:9-15

2:9- WOMEN. “Likewise, | want women to adorn themselves with proper clothing, modestly and
discreetly, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly garments.” | spent alot of timein
writing atwo volume commentary on First Corinthians, and in that work one cannot miss what Paul
had to say about women, the way they dressed and the way they conducted themselvesin the church.

| remember commenting that the way a lot of young women dress when they are away from the
churchisenough to embarrassthe temple prostitutes of Corinth. Paul instructed themto dressin such
away that they would never be confused with those immoral women who served as prostitutesfor a
pagan god. | remember when some preachers were condemning the strapless bathing suit; today itis
the suitless bathing strap! Some of the biggest problems some youth ministers have had hasbeenin
trying to get their girls to dress modestly on church trips. The trouble often comes from a mother
who thinks her daughter’s mini-skirt, or the six inch gap between her jeans and her shirt iscute. A
major part of the responsibility falls on the father who for one reason of another isafraid to teach his
daughter why she should dress modestly. Isit possible that he is afraid for his wife or daughter to
know how easily a man can be tempted by a woman in immodest dress?
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A friend told me of an older Black pastor who finally got tired of seeing hisorganist leave the organ
bench and take her seat on the front pew, only to start pulling and tugging on her mini-skirt. One
Sunday, he stopped and looked at her and said, “ Sister, itain’t gonna belong enough, but it ain’t any
shorter than it was when you left home.”

Who did Paul think he was, a bachelor telling women how to dress? In the first place, the divine
Author was the Holy Spirit. In the second place, Paul had the apostolic authority to lay down the
rules for dressin the church. Ryrie says:

Respectable and honorable apparel reflects a godly woman's inner life. Elaborate
interweaving of the hair with gold and pearls was discouraged; and orderliness, not
ostentation, was the standard. good works will be their ornament [RSB].

The Believer’'s Study Bible expandsit:

In this verse concerning the dress of women, the emphasisis upon commendation of

modesty and propriety rather than prohibition of tasteful accessories(cf. 1 Pet. 3:3, 4).

Itisclear that there are worldly, ostentatious ways of dressing which the Christianis

to avoid. God's focus is upon the character within (v. 10). Meaningful relationships

among men and women spring from inner personality, the pure and chaste wedding of

hearts and minds [BSB].
Sadly, the divorce rate is still climbing in America. Tremendous amounts of money and time are
invested in wedding ceremonies, receptions, and honeymoons in bringing together two people who
are often very poorly equipped for marriage. Oh, they get the wedding right. It isthe marriage for
which they are not prepared. Wouldn't it beinteresting if ayoung couplewastold, “ Thiswill bethe
only marriage you can ever have, so you had better get to know each other well before you get
married?” They would need to spend alot of timein prayer to be surethisisthe Lord’ swill, and then
you should prayerfully determine in advance how you will deal with challenges to your marriage,
how you will settle differences.

| find it amazing that so many young married women dressin such away asto encourage young men
to lust. Once the seeds of lust are planted, who know what kind of harvest one will reap? Little do
somerealize that as much asthey want meaningful relationships, immodest dress can lead to lust that
will preclude any constructive and spiritually healthy relationship. The cultivation of friendships
should be aserious goal between men and women, but lust will destroy friendships - and the churchis
not exempt from problems caused by immodest dress.

Elsewhere, | mention a professional woman once told me she had just read my commentary on
Philippians, UNDEFEATED: FINDING PEACE IN A WORLD FULL OF TROUBLE, and that she
really liked it. She quickly added, “I normally don’t like Paul.” She paused and then added, “Paul
was strictly a product of histimes, wasn't he?” Let me assure you that while Paul was the human
writer, the Holy Spirit isthe divine Author and He is not aproduct of histimes. Rather, thisbook is
the product of the timeless mind of the eternal God. This point is made over and over in this study,
but it isnot that thewriter isforgetful. Wemust always keep the authority, inspiration, and inerrancy
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of the Scripture in mind when we study God’'s Word. Every word of the Word is God breathed.

2:10 - BUT RATHER. “But rather by means of good works, as befits women making a claim to
godliness.” Rather than immodest and provocative dress, Christian women should pursue godliness.
Women should concentrate on the things that will manifest godliness.

2:11- SUBMISSION. “ Let awoman quietly receiveinstruction with entire submissiveness.” Hereis
that word so that provokes rebellion in the hearts of so many women today - submission. Louis
L’ Amour hasthe leading character in several of his novels make the statement that a certain woman
isawoman to walk beside aman, not behind him. This Scriptureis not telling us that thewomanis
inferior to the man. Thisis not about who is better, smarter, more sensitive, more talented, or of
greater value for any reason. It isabout the role God has assigned to men and women in the church.
| had been dating my wifefor eight or nine monthswhen she asked meif | would bein from seminary
in timeto attend her graduation from one of the Northwest Junior Colleges, one of the strong junior
collegesfor which Mississippi isknown. She never mentioned grades and never seemed concerned
about atest or an assignment, so when they stopped the line and announce that she had just set the
second highest record in the history of the school (and lacked something like one thousandth of a
point setting theall timerecord), it wasadoubled surprise. First, | had know ideashewasthat strong
astudent. Second, | was thinking that if | had that kind of average everyone would know about it!
But she never mentioned it. When shetransferred to Mississippi College shewould stand and listen
to otherstalk about their GPA or quality points and never say aword. | do not know if | could have
kept my mouth shut. If the Lord had based the leadership in the home on intelligence, guess who
would be the head of our home. She prefers the role the Lord has assigned her, for which | am
grateful. Of course, if she ever reads this| may bein for another surprise!

| once received a phone call from a woman whom | had discouraged from trying to take over the
invitation at the close of our services. She seemed compelled to come to the front to make a little
speech. After afew times| discovered that thiswas having anegative effect on the service and asked
her to just let me close as | had planned. My son John was home and he could hear her across the
room when she shouted. At one point she said, “And one more thing; you are scared to death of a
woman!” | never denied that! | did explain that when she came down and made her speechesthose
who objected were not men but women.

Thisisadelicate subject for the Twenty-first Century, but it isasubject we must deal withif weare
to betrueto Scripture and sound doctrine. God has hisreason for commanding thissubmission. Let
me add that the woman who is willing to submit to the instruction mentioned here is to be
commended. | am convinced that the woman who can submit to instruction from amale minister or
teacher may be showing more character and maturity than the man who is doing the teaching. Also,
the woman may have been better equipped and prepared by the Lord to receive instruction from a
man than many men are to receive instruction from a woman.

2:12 - AUTHORITY OVER A MAN. “But | do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority

over aman, but toremainquiet.” Wow! | canimagine how that will play out in some congregations
today. One of my sociology professors, Dr. R. R. Pearce, used to challenge students as few of my
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teachersever did. Hewould ask who should be the head of the homeif the wife had made Asand her
husband had made Cs? One might quickly apply that to business and to professional relationships.
We may also apply that to the laws under which welive. To correct some very real injustices, laws
have been passed that demanded the hiring or promotion of acertain number of women in abusiness.
Women officers exercise authority over men in the military, in educational institutions, and in
industry.

Isthat what Paul is condemning? It isinteresting to see how various scholars have interpreted this
verse. One writes:

Women are not to assume the office of teacher in the church (see 1 Cor. 14:34).
Women may teach aslong as they do not usurp the place of |eadership and authority
of men in the church. Older women are specifically entrusted with teaching younger
women (Titus 2:3-5). Theinjunction is based on the relationship of man and woman
in the original creation (Gen. 2:18; 3:6) [RSB].

Compare that with the following:

Since the epistle to Timothy was written sometime after the first Corinthian epistle,
thereisdoubtless some evidence that Paul was dealing with aparticular problem, asin
the Corinthian congregation (1 Cor. 14:34), in which the women had usurped the
leadership role and were "lording it over" the men. However, a careful study of the
Scriptures as a whole indicates further significance to this very straightforward
statement. The apostle Paul shows an unequaled esteem for and appreciation of the
home. Throughout his epistles Paul is careful to present a thorough and consistent
pattern for relationships within the home. In forbidding women to hold
teaching/ruling positions, Paul is further protecting God-assigned lines of authority
within the home. The Greek word andros, translated "man,” may also be translated
"husband." A wife, then, isnot to instruct or rule over her husband. Thisdoesnot rule
out ateaching ministry for women (Titus 2:4, note), but, rather, in the case of married
women, that ministry comes under the protection and direction of their respective
husbands (Acts 18:26). In other words, awoman should give careful consideration to
her husband's leadership in the teaching responsibilities she assumes within the
church, not because of essential inferiority or inadequate intellectual faculties for
reasoning and decision making but asameans of avoiding confusion and maintaining
orderliness(cf. 1 Cor. 14:40). The Greek term hesuchia, trandated "silence," may aso
be rendered "quiet," giving the picture of one who patiently accepts God-assigned
authority and leadership and seeks to make herself valuable to God (1 Pet. 3:4).
Concerning the role of women in the church, the N.T. clearly shows that women
played a prominent role in the development of the church in the first century. This
obviously included prophecy and prayer (1 Cor. 11:5), teaching (Titus 2:4, 5),
personal instruction (Acts 18:26), testimony (John 4:28, 29), and hospitality (Acts
12:12). However, the divinely assigned leadership in the home does not end on the
doorstep of the church. When a woman chooses to marry, she accepts the
responsibility of voluntarily "lining up under" (hupotasso, Gk.) her own husband (cf.
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Eph. 5:22, 23; Col. 3:18; Titus 2:5; 1 Pet. 3:1), not because the husband is superior
ontologically, intellectually, physically, or spiritually but because heisgiven by God
the assignment for headship (cf. Gen. 2:15-17; 3:16; 1 Cor. 11:3). Thisis the same
way every believer is to submit himself to Jesus Christ, "lining up under" His
lordship, even as Jesus subjected Himself to the Father (cf. 1 Cor. 11:3; Phil. 2:7, 8)
[BSB].

2:13- 1T WASADAM. “For it was Adamwho wasfirst created, and then Eve.” Weall know that,
asdid Paul’ sreaders, especially the Jewish readers. Onelesson we can glean from thisisthat when
thereisan issue facing the church we should turn to the Bible for answers. The Word of God is our
authority.

2:14 - THE WOMAN BEING... DECEIVED. “And it was not Adam who was deceived, but the
woman being quite deceived, fell into transgression.” | was preaching in achurchin Nebraskawhen
| mentioned the Fall, and why Satan approached Eve rather than Adam in the Garden. Did the devil
see Eve asweaker than Adam? Thereisno indication of that, but there are some possibilities. First,
she and Adam were not together; Satan waited until he had her alone. Second, God had given
instructions and commands to Adam, not to Eve. Adam received the command not to eat of thefruit
of that tree and then hetold Eve what God had said (that isapossibility, even though intheir walksin
the Garden He may have reviewed all these things with them). Third, men and women are different
and if Satan had approached Adam first he may have had to use a different temptation. He knew
when to strike and how.

Thisverseclearly statesthat Eve was deceived by the serpent (cf. Gen. 3:1-13). However, Adamwas
not deceived.

God straightforwardly directed Adam to resist the forbidden fruit, giving to the man
the responsibility of spiritual leadership. Eve was aware of God's command through
her husband, who was the God-assigned leader and protector (Gen. 2:15-17). The
woman's susceptibility to deception isbetter explained by her secondhand knowledge
of God'slimitation than by any suggestion that her intellectual facultieswereinferior
to the man's. Quite the contrary, both man and woman are made in the image of God
and in essence stand before Him on equal footing (cf. Gen. 1.27; 5:2; Matt. 19:4; Gal.
3:28; 1 Pet. 3:7) [BSB].

2:15- WOMEN SHALL BE PRESERVED. “ But women shall be preserved through the bearing of
children if they continue in faith and love and sanctity with self-restraint.” Thisis not getting any
easier, isit? Doeshe mean that women will be saved through the bearing of children? Of course not.
Then what does it mean? Some have suggested that it means that the woman would be brought
safely through childbirth. It hasalso been suggested that it means, saved through the birth of aChild
(Jesusthe Savior). Thereisanother possibility and that is*“that awoman’ s greatest achievement is
found in her devotion to her divinely ordained role: to help her husband, to bear children, and to
follow afaithful, chaste way of life” [RSB].
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V. INSTRUCTION CONCERNING LEADERS, 3:1-16
A. Pastors, 3:1-7

3:1- A TRUSTWORTHY STATEMENT. “Itisatrustworthy statement: if any man aspiresto the
office of overseer, it isa fine work he desiresto do.” The statement is trustworthy because it was
from God, it was no doubt taught by the Apostles, and it was now a part of the inspired Scripture.

Inthe N.T. theterms “overseer,” (bishop), “elder,” and “ pastor” al refer to the same position (Acts
20:17, 28; Titus 1.5, 7; 1 Pet. 5:1-4). It seemsthat it wasthe custom to have more than one personin
each local church who wasresponsiblefor spiritual leadership (Acts 14:23), but with oneruling elder
(bishop or pastor) having primary leadership as the pastor (today we might use the term “ Senior
Pastor”). Inthispassageitisclear that God's primary concern is with the character of those men
whom He called to lead the churches. “Functionally, it istheresponsibility of the pastor to shepherd,
direct, teach, and protect the flock of God entrusted to him” [RSB].

It isinteresting that Paul acknowledges that there are some men who “aspire” to the office of pastor
or overseer, and adds that “it is a fine work he desiresto do.” Lest we assume that the office of
overseer was so lucrative or prestigiousthat men were standing in line with their resumes, wewould
do well to remind ourselvesthat Jesus called on al believersto take up the crossand follow Him. He
declared all believersto be Hiswitnesses, and the word He used for witness (martus) isthe word for
martyr. Being afaithful follower of ChristintheFirst Century wasno picnic. Thenwhy would some
men aspire to the office of overseer? Though he does not stateit here, | assume that there were men
who had been called to the Gospel who were anxiousto find aplace of servicein the church. What
preacher today cannot remember how he anticipated hisfirst pastorate. Paul say that it isafinework
to which he aspires.

3:2- ABOVE REPROACH. “ An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife,
temper ate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, ableto teach.” A pastor (overseer) must be a person of
high moral standards, he must subscribe to the highest ethical standards, and he must abstain from the
very appearance of evil. He can expect chargesto be made by the enemies of the Cross, and his best
defenseisarighteouslife. | was standing in alinein my high school cafeteriawhen agirl who had
been at our school for only afew months whirled around and demanded to know “Who did that?’ |
did not see what happened or who did it, but someone in the line said, “Johnny did it!” The only
thing Johnny did was - well, he was shocked speechless! Before | could protest this new girl said,
“No hedidn’'t. Hewouldn't do that!” If | had been given to adifferent kind of speech or behavior |
doubt that the response would have been the same. Righteousnessisadefense against false charges.

| was probably not much older when | walked into alocal bank to get acheck cashed. When | walked
in, several men stopped whatever they were doing and turned to greet me with hand shakes, smiles,
and questions about what | wasdoing. | thought nothing of it until | learned later that JiggsArnold, a
gin owner, had mentioned it to my father. Hetold him that one of the men in the bank, awell known
planter as well as a business and socia leader, had been standing there cursing every breath,
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including using God' s namein vain. Mr Arnold said, “1 have never seen anything likeit. Walker
(not his real name) was standing there using al that profanity in front of men and women and that
teen aged boy walked in and he immediately cut it off and talked with him like we are talking right
now.” | suppose most people knew | had been called to the ministry by thistime. Actually, | was
called when | was 13 and licensed at age 17, but before | graduated from high school most people
around Sledge, Mississippi knew the Lord had called mefor Hisministry - you know theline, “| hear
he' s making a preacher,” or “He’ s going to school to be a preacher.”

A pastor served a church for some fifteen years, knowing that there were a few people there who
would use anything they could find against himif they had an opportunity. A few peoplewarned him
that if anyone from that group made any charges, he should not respond - “Let us deal with it.
Anything you say will be misrepresented.” When heresigned, someonetold himthat he had lived an
exemplary lifewhilehewasthere becauseif that little group could have found anything to use against
him thewould havedoneit. Later, they told him about afew of their failuresin trying to make acase
against him.

Though the primary purpose in living alife beyond reproach is not self-defense but to glorify the
Lord, it can serve both purposes. The pastor and other ministers should let their light shinein such a
way that they will glorify the Lord. Infact, they must be both salt and light to theworld. Onetemper
tantrum can blow years of dedicated work. Howard Dean was the leading candidate for the
Democratic nomination for the presidency until just before the lowa Caucus. When hecameinthird
in lowa he made an out of control speech in which he ranted and raved in amanner that turned off a
lot of hissupporters. He had to go to New Hampshire defending his behavior. He may have paid a
high price for losing control for afew minutes.

The pastor must be “the husband of one wife.” There is no reason to assume that Paul means one
wife at atime. The Believer’s Study Bible Notes may help:

Monogamy (one wife for one husband) is unquestionably the normal standard and
pattern for marriage throughout Scripture. Violation of this divine plan inevitably
leads to heartache and tragedy, as well as to chaos and unrest in the home (cf. Gen.
16:3-6; 30:1). The passage, therefore, isan emphatic prohibition of polygamy. Inthe
light of Rom. 7:1-3, it can be understood as excluding neither a widower who has
remarried nor the man who has never married (cf. 1 Cor. 7:32, 33; 9:5, 6). The best
understanding of the passage is that the bishop should be above reproach in his
faithfulness to his wife. He must be a "one-woman man." The passage should be
understood as assuming, rather than stipulating, that the bishop would be a married
man. Thisalso addsto the evidence against biblical approval of ordination for women
in teaching/ruling functions in the church [BSB].

For those who think Paul was simply a product of histime, remember that these requirements were
inspired by the Holy Spirit. If God had planned to call women as pastors it seems that this would
read, “the spouse of one spouse”, but that isnot what it says. Only aman can be the husband of one
wife.
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The pastor must be “temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable” - al desirable qualities in any
servant of the Lord. For anyone with any experience in the ministry, every word is significant and
each address areas of him ministry inwhich hisministry will strengthened by aproper application of
thisverse. Failureto apply them can destroy one's ministry.

| likethe next one: “abletoteach.” TheKJV has*apt to teach”, which prompted thelate L uther Hall
to say that “the preacher isapt to teach - but heismore apt to preach!” The NT placesgreat emphasis
on two aspects of the preacher’ s calling: The preaching of the Gospel and the teaching of the Word.
The only way one is going to be “able to teach” is to be prepared to teach. | wonder how many
preachers who started out with me would have loved to have had the dynamic delivery of ayoung
Billy Graham, thevoice of Adrian Rodgers, the homiletic skills of Charles Stanley, the brilliance of
James K ennedy, the power of aW. A. Chriswell, theincredible memory, courage, wit, and delivery of
R. G. Les, still the prince of preachersto me.

| will readily admit to having few of the above skillsand gifts- but thisonething | can do, | canfeed
the sheep. The Lord did not call me to entertain the sheep, to traumatize the sheep, or to
psychoanalyze the sheep. He called meto feed Hissheep. Y ouwill know you are successful when
your people begin to express an opinion and instead of saying, “My pastor says...”, he says, “The
Bible saysthus and so...”

Some of the Lord’s most faithful servants are men who for one reason or another did not have an
opportunity to attend aseminary. Spurgeon isamost notable example. However, | will never forget
standing in line to see my faculty advisor as a freshman registering for my first classes. Dr. E. R.
Pinson asked, “Mr. Sanders, are you planning to go to seminary?’ For the last time, | answered, “|
hopeto.” Hesaid, “If God wantsyou to, you can.” God issovereign and He callswhom Hewill and
leads them according to His purpose. There was never any doubt in my mind the Lord was calling
me to preach the Gospel and that He wanted me to go to Mississippi College, and after the talk with
Dr. Pinson | knew | would be going to New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. Later, Heled me
to enter the Doctor of Ministry program at Luther Rice Seminary, the school that pioneered that
degree program.

When | graduated from New Orleans Seminary, some friends said, “I’ll bet you really know the
Bible.”

| am still not surethat | convinced themthat | did not. | had learned alittle along theway, but alot of
my time was spent learning how to study the Bible. When | found myself out of school and away
from the academic discipline | realized that if | was going to continue to grow | must adopt a study
program that would help keep me motivated, and then find away to save the results of my research.
Littledid | realize | was beginning something that would develop into THE BIBLE NOTEBOOK,
verse by verse commentaries on 25-30 books of the Bible that target the gap between the critical
commentary and the devotional commentary.

In 1970, Dr. James Horton, pastor of the First Baptist Church, Monroe, LA, asked me to teach the
Book of James at his church. Dr. Luther Hall and Dr. Ray Rust had recommended me to teach the
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January Bible Study for them. | taught two hours each night, Sunday through Friday. At the end of
the week, the associate pastor madeit a point to talk with me about the study. He said, “Y ou arethe
best prepared teacher we have had here.” He did not say that | was the best teacher, the most
brilliant, the most eloquent, the most dynamic, or the best qualified. Just the best prepared. | made
up my mind that | would never be the best teacher or the most eloquent speaker, but | could be
prepared.

3:3-NOT ADDICTED TO WINE. The overseer should “ not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but
gentle, uncontentious, free fromthelove of money.” The HCSB agreeswith the NASB, but the KJV
and the NKJV have, “not given to wine,” which some understand to mean total abstinence (either
trandation is appropriate here). There is one thing we need to understand when we look at wine
drinking in NT times. Y es, Jesus drank wine at the wedding feast in Cana of Galilee. But, in His
day, even in the Greek society, the wine they drank was mixed, usually three parts water to one part
wine. Danger of becoming addicted to such wine was greatly diminished. People who drank wine
unmixed with water were called winebibbers (Pro. 23:20). Thisis expanded in notes on 5:3.

Any believer, not only elders, would do well to abstain from anything that isaddictive. That includes
acohol, drugs, tobacco, pornography, or gambling. Any of these things can destroy one’sministry.
It will also lead lay-persons astray.

We live in a day when people focus on addiction to hard drugs, but the warnings about alcoholic
beveragesis|eft to the warnings at holiday time when some brewery reminds people that if they are
going to drink they should appoint a designated driver. That advice could save someone' slife, but
there isamuch better way. There are also warnings that one should not mix alcohol and boating,
hunting, and other activities. We are not likely to seeit, but think what a public service a*“public
announcement” would be that warned people against the use of alcohol at all. If that soundsalittle
too radical, let me remind you that they have been making those announcements about smoking for
years. Why will they not make such an announcement about beer, wine, and liquor? Obviously, the
advertising dollars is one factor and the popularity of drinking among politicians and those in the
mediais another.

As | waited in the lobby of Camp 4 at the Mississippi State Penitentiary at Parchman years ago, |
looked up at thewall and saw two poemsthat really caught my attention. | had afew minutesto wait
for the men to leave their barracks and go to the mess hall where | would preach, so | found a small
piece of paper and began writing. Thefirst poem wasentitled THE BAR. | felt that when prisoners
looked up at those words many of them could read their own story into them.

THE BAR

The name of each saloon is bar,
The fittest of its names by far.

A bar to Heaven, a door to hell;
Whoever named it, named it well.
A bar to manliness and wealth,

A door to want and broken health.
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A bar to honor, pride, and fame,
A door to grief, sin, and shame.

A bar to hopes, a bar to prayers,
A door to darkness and despair.

A bar to honored, useful life,

A door to brawling, senseless strife.
A bar to all that’strue and brave,
A door to every drunkard’s grave.
A bar to joy that home imparts,

A door to tears and aching hearts.
A bar to Heaven, a door to hell,
Whoever named it named it well.

The author is unknown

Paul moves on to “pugnacious.” Thereisno placefor a“pugnacious’ person in the pastorate. The
word may be rendered “a striker,” or a bully. The HCSB has, “not a bully but gentle, not
guarrelsome, not greedy.” | played high school baseball and football, but | was obsessed with boxing
and could hardly appreciate my English teacher’s questions about what she considered a conflict
between my obsession and my call. Then afew yearslater, | was visiting back home and | offered
some suggestions to a couple of boy were sparring inthe front yard. | put the gloveson and played
around with one of the boys. Suddenly, alarge man camein from thefield and walked up in front of
me and asked, “What you do if someonethrew onelikethis’ - and hethrew along left lead, which |
blocked. Thinking | would put astoptoit, | said, “Wait aminute, if you are going to throw punches
likethat you need to put the gloveson.” That wasamistake! Beforel knew it he had the gloveson,
chalenging me. When he began throwing punches | realized that he could have hurt anyone he hit
(he told me that no one who boxed him had ever put the gloves on again). He was a brawler but no
boxer. By thetime | convinced him that he need to stop, | was afraid | might really hurt him. His
wife had laughed at him and he came off the ground and charged melikeabull. Hefinally agreed to
stop, but only if he could try it again. Two weeks later, he had some seizures and that really
concerned me.

The story spread around the areaand | discovered that | could easily have attracted akind of attention
| did not want. | have heard of pastors getting into altercationswith achurch member who threatened

himwith physical violence. The pastor must deal with attitudes and avoid situationsthat might |ead
to such an altercation.

The pastor must be “freefrom thelove of money.” Thisdoesnot say that money isevil, but that the
love of money isincompatiblewith pastoral |eadership, aswell asinconsistent with the Christian life.
My father in the ministry, M. C. Waldrup, told me that a farmer might beat someone out of five
hundred dollars and people would eventually forget it, but if apreacher forgot afive cent dept there
were people who would never forget it.

3:4-HISOWN HOUSEHOLD. “ He must be one who manages hisown household well, keeping his
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children under control with all dignity.” Fair or not, people do watch the pastor’ sfamily. Thereare
many temptationsfacing young peopletoday and the pastor’ s children face the same temptationstheir
friendsface. Let me stressthisone point, A pastor and hiswife may do their very best and till seea
son or daughter go astray. A pastor’ sdaughter gets pregnant, or ason becomes addicted to drugs, and
hisministry isin jeopardy. Heissuffering enough with hisfamily problem and the danger of being
terminated from his position intensifies the problem.

The pastor isto “ keep hischildren under control with al dignity.” James Dobson makesavalid point
when he speaks about “tough love.” Parents are often called upon to practice tough love, but the
“tough” part must never overridethe“love’ part of it. “Dignity” doesnot seem to be asimportant to
many people as it once did. If you doubt it, just look at the way some people dress, speak, eat, of
conduct themselvesin public places. That which is crude and undignified fliesin the face of every
claim to observe the Golden Rule.

3:5- MANAGE HISOWN HOUSEHOLD. Paul adds parenthetically, “ but if a man does not know
how to manage his own household, how will he take care of the church of God?.” Thelogic really
need no explanation, but attention should be given to the application of it.

3:6- NOT A NEW CONVERT. “ And not a new convert, lest he become conceited and fall into the
condemnation incurred by the devil.” A church called ayoung man as pastor, and for the first year
they praised him for his character and leadership. They loved some of the things he was doing with
children. Suddenly, the leaders of the church turned against him, causing a serious division in the
church. | wastalking with adenominational worker about the problemsthat church had experienced.
The denominational worker offered a reasonable explanation. He said the young man had been
saved and announced that God had called himto preach. Hispastor persuaded achurchto call himas
pastor. Before long there were problems and then he moved to the church with which | was
acquainted and proceeded to make the same mistakes. The explanation wasthat the young man was
strictly anovice. He had no background in the church, knew nothing about church administration,
and not much more about cultivation relationships. He was “anew convert.”

This man was sincere and | never detected conceit or arrogance. His problem was that he
inexperienced. However if Paul witnessed new converts who had become conceited and fallen into
thetrap set by the devil, thereisno reason to believe that danger was somehow eliminated during the
First Century. All of the Lord’ s servants are subject to the temptation to become conceited, though
most of us have more grounds for humility! God hates pride, especially when He seesit in one of
His servants. He hears those who are humble but resists the proud.

3:7- A GOOD REPUTATION. “ And he must have a good reputation with those outside the church,
so that he may not fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.” We have seen God’ sdemand that a

pastor be above reproach within the church. Here, Paul stress that he “ must have a good reputation
with those outside the church.” Failure will leave the pastor open to the snares of the devil.

B. Deacons, 3:8-16
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3:8 - DEACONS LIKEWISE. * Deacons likewise must be men of dignity, not double-tongued, or
addicted to much wine or fond of sordid gain.” Deacons must meet the basic requirements and
standards to which the pastor isheld. Thereisone distinction we should make here. That isthat the
pastor must be called by the Lord and the deacon must be called out by the church under the
leadership of the Holy Spirit. The deacon must be a man of dignity. Nowhere here do we find that
women may be ordained as deacons.

The deacon should not be “ addicted to much wine or fond of sordid gain.” Thereisobviousdanger in
drinking alcoholic beverages, and this should never be minimized. Solomon wrote, “Wine is a
mocker, strong drink a brawler, And whoever isintoxicated by it isnot wise” (Pro. 20:10). | do not
know of anyone who ever started drinking alcoholic beverages with any intention of becoming
addicted to it, but many professing Christians have indeed become addicted to the most dangerous
drug in America. The wisdom of Solomon should be sufficient warning:

Thosewho linger long over wine, Those who go to taste mixed wine. Do not look

onthewinewhenitisred, When it sparklesin the cup, When it goes down smoothly;

At the last it bites like a serpent, And stings like a viper. Your eyes will see

strange things, And your mind will utter perverse things. And you will be like one

who lies down in the middle of the sea, Or like one who lies down on the top of a

mast. They struck me, but | did not becomeill; They beat me, but | did not know it.

When shall | awake? | will seek another drink (Pro. 23:30-35).

3:9 - THE MYSTERY OF THE FAITH. “ But holding to the mystery of the faith with a clear
conscience.” IntheBible, amystery issomething once concealed but now revealed. The mystery of
thefaithis God' srevelation of divinetruth. That means sound doctrine from the Word of God. No
deacon can honor God or serve his church without being grounded in sound doctrine (“the faith”).
How do we know we are “holding the mystery of thefaith” faithfully? How do we know we areright
and the Muslims are wrong? How do we know we are right and the Mormons and Jehovah’'s
Witnesses are wrong? After al, welivein atime of toleration and the greatest sin some people can
imagine is saying someone elseiswrong! Diversity has become the false god of our time.

We can know the truth. God’s Word - and only God’ s Word - has stood the test of time. The Holy
Spiritinspired every word of it, He preserved it against incredible effortsto destroy it (or keep it our
of the hands of the masses), and heilluminatesthe hearts of believersso that they might understand it
and apply it in every day life. All believers need to study God’'s Word and apply it daily, but for
deacons thisis especially important.

Deacons must hold the “mystery of the faith with aclear conscience.” Thisisimportant. Thereare
times when some deacons may be more interested in keeping everyone happy (keeping the squeaky
wheel greased) than in doing what isright. They know the Word of God, but when applying it to a
family member or to a friend they find ways to compromise to keep from making the difficult
decision that might offend. We need to try to avoid offending others, but the deacon’s first
commitment isto God. He must do what is right and then he will have a clear conscience, even if
someone gets upset with him.
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A pastor was stopped as he came out of a meeting. Two ladies introduced themselves and he
recognized their names and he recognized one of the ladies as a member of a Pastor Search
Committeethat had visited with him years before. The other lady was the widow of aformer pastor
of their church. The former committed member said, “1 want to apologize to you for the way our
church treated you. Our church has paid for theway they treated you for eighteen years.” The pastor
was surprised because he had no idea he had been treated badly by their church. He remembered the
circumstanceswell enough. The committee stayed in touch with him for months, even when hetried
to tell them the Lord was giving him no freedom to encourage them.

He also remembered the meeting at their church when he told them that their former pastor had
stopped by the previous Sunday afternoon for a brief visit and to encourage him as he met with the
committee. A few daysafter that meeting the pastor received acall from avery distraught committee
chairman who explained that when he had mentioned the former pastor two deacons on the
committee turned against him and refused to consider him any longer. Such was their hatred for
their former pastor. He knew that there had been a split in the church afew yearsafter hisexperience
with them but hereally did not feel that he had been treated unfairly. He had never felt led to betheir
pastor anyway. But thisvery godly lady and her friend were convinced that God had judged their
church because of the bitterness of these two deacons. Actualy, one was that bitter toward the
former pastor and the other man was dominated by his friend.

There are churchestoday that are struggling, only ashadow where there was once alight, and some
may well be suffering because of decisions, attitudes, or even sins of a deacon, or deacons. | have
listened to some interesting stories about afew self-serving deacons. A well known denominational
worker preached arevival in achurch in his state. After afew services he pointed out one of the
deacons and said, “That man has an obsession with control that isasickness.” Hedidn't know the
half of it!

Some of the most godly people | have ever known have been deacons, mature men who were faithful
in al things. They put their church ahead of themselves. They held the faith “with a clear
conscience.”

3:10- FIRST BE TESTED. “ And let these also first be tested; then |et them serve asdeaconsif they
arebeyond reproach.” The Gospel isnot only glorious, it ispractical. No deacon should be el ected
because he is popular, because he has money, because he has a lot of relatives in the church, or
because hisfriendswant to honor him. No deacon should be el ected to the of fice because he may get
hisfeelings hurt if others are elected and he is left out. One man who had received but afew votes
when his church voted on deacons, joked that he had better start carrying agun if hedidn’t have any
morefriendsthan that. He had alot of friends, but they knew him too well to votefor himto serveas
a deacon.

3:11- WOMEN MUST BE DIGNIFIED. * Women must likewise be dignified, not malicious gossips,
but temperate, faithful inall things.” Thisisinteresting! Not that they should be dignified, but their
identity. Does Paul havein mind the wives of deacons or assistants who served with the deaconsin
the church? “Most likely areference to the wives of the deacons, rather than to a separate office of
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deaconess, since the qualificationsfor deaconsare continued in verse 12" [RSB]. If hewasreferring
to adifferent group of servants, it would seem more natural for him to havefinished the qualifications
for deacons and then dealt with the office of deaconess or deacons' assistants.

The same Greek word (gune) can be used for "woman" or "wife." Here, the NKJV
tranglators have inserted "their,” indicating that in their judgment the referenceisto
deacons wives, rather than female assistants or deaconesses. If these are female
assistants or deaconesses, it should be recognized that their ministry would certainly
have been one of service and directed especially to women (cf. Titus 2:3-5). It is
significant that no teaching/ruling assignment is present. If wives of deaconsis the
correct interpretation, their assignment would no doubt be to assist their husbandsin
service. Notethat there are no similar instructionsfor bishops wives (cf. 3:8, [BSB].

3:12 - HUSBANDS OF ONE WIFE. *“Let deacons be husbands of only one wife, and good
managersof their children and their own households.” There arethosetoday whoinsist that thisisa
prohibition against polygamy, but if you takethetimetoread all the NT hasto say about divorce and
remarriage you will find it difficult to make acase for that position. Sadly, with theincreasein the
divorcerate we will probably see more people who claim that the “ husband of one wife” means one
at atime.

For many years| worked with adeacon whose church had insisted that they needed himto serveasa
deacon. He had reservations because both he and hiswife had been married and divorced beforethey
became Christians. Their pastor had told them that it didn’t matter because they werelost when they
were divorced and when they married each other. When they were saved, he said, they wereforgiven
of all sinsand given aclean slate. He served faithfully for many years, but eventually he went before
his church and resigned from the office of deacon.

Many divorces cause alot of pain to al the people involved. If aman isdivorced and remarriesin
the same church or in the same town some of the garbage from an ugly divorce can spill over into the
church. We should accept the Scripture here at face value.

The deacon must be one who disciplines his own children. There are two primary reasons for that.
First, he does not need to be distracted by afamily that is out of control. Second, he needsto be an
example for others.

3:13- THOSE WHO HAVE SERVED WELL. “ For those who have served well as deacons obtain
for themselves a high standing and great confidence in the faith that isin Christ Jesus.” The word
“served’ is appropriate, for that is exactly what a deacon does. He serves. Today, most deacons
assume administrative responsibilities, and some seem to think that the only reason they were
ordained wasto “run the church.” | was once warned that | should not be surprised at what acertain
deacon would do to maintain control of every aspect of hischurch’slife. Hehad a“runit or ruinit”
mind set.

Paul not only said that the deacon should serve, but that he should serve“well.” Itisnot enough just
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to serve, one must seek to be faithful in all things. Slothfulness is an undesirable quality in any
person, but itismore soin adeacon. Thosewho servefaithful “ obtain for themselvesahigh standing
and great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.” The deacon who serves well will be
respected and with the service hewill grow in confidence and assurancein hisrelationship with Jesus
Christ.

3:14 - HOPING TO COME TO YOU. “I amwriting these things to you, hoping to come to you
beforelong.” Paul had left Timothy in Ephesus to deal with certain issues. He then writesto him
with some additional instructions and some words of encouragement. Heis planning to return from
Philippi to Ephesus “before long.”

3:15-INCASE| AM DELAYED. “Butincasel amdelayed, | write so that you may know how one
ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar
and support of the truth.” Delay was always a possibility, especially in that day. During Paul’s
extended stay in Ephesus on the Third Missionary Journey, he had to deal with some really sticky
problemsin the church at Corinth. At one point he sent Titusto seeif he could work out some of the
problems. Hekept waiting for Titusto return and when he did not show up there, Paul went to Troas
but he did not find him there. 1t wasthe end of the normal shipping season in the area so Paul went
on to Philippi. After atime, Titus arrived there, having traveled overland. Travel in those was not
awaysasimple matter, but travel was possibly the least of hisconcernsat thetime. He had suffered
hardships, persecutions, and imprisonments and he knew there might be more ahead of him.

Paul touches again on the purpose of thisepistle. Hewants Timothy to know, and to be ableto teach
others how one* ought to conduct himself in the household (church) of God.” Thisisno light matter.
There are people whose conduct not only prevents them from getting anything out of aservice, but
also prevents othersfrom learning, worshiping, or listening to the Lord. However, our conduct inthe
household of God is not simply a matter of refraining from talking, writing notes, and bothering
others. He must have a spirit of reverence and a deep commitment to the Lord and His church.

The deacon must conduct himself in the household of God with integrity, dignity, reverence,
humility, sincerity, and courage. He has been chosen to servethe Lord and His church, and as such
he must serve al the church, not just one faction. What isthe household of God? It isthe church of
the living God.

3:16 - THE MYSTERY OF GODLINESS. “ And by common confession great is the mystery of
godliness: He who was revealed in the flesh, Was vindicated in the Spirit, Beheld by angels,
Proclaimed among the nations, Believed on in the world, Taken up in glory.” All spirit-filled

believerswill agree: “ great isthe mystery of godliness.” God hasrevealed theway of godlinessand
given us His Spirit to empower usto liveagodly life. Every deacon should seek to liveagodly life.

The “mystery of godliness’ isrevealed in and through a relationship with Jesus Christ, Who:

1) Wasrevealed in the flesh (He was human).
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2) Was vindicated in the Spirit (He was divine).

3) Beheld by angels (who ministered to Him).

4) Proclaimed among the nations (The Great Commission).

5) Believed on in the World (churches were being planted all over the Roman world).

6) Taken up in glory (the Ascension, mediation, promised return).

V. AVOIDING CERTAIN DANGERS, 4:1-16
A ldentifying the Threat, 4.1-5

4:1- SOMEWILL FALL AWAY. *“Butthe Spirit explicitly saysthat in later times some will fall
away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons.” Paul returnsto
hisattack on the heresy which wasfinding itsway into the church. TheHoly Spirit hasthe answer to
any heresy. Since no heresy has ever caught Him by surprise, and no heresy has ever caught Him
without an answer, the statement that “the Spirit explicitly says’ should inspire confidence in all
believers.

By “later times’ Paul may have intended the dispensation in which welive, from the First Coming of
Christ to His Second Coming. Many, however, believethisrefersto thelast daysbefore Jesusreturns
to rapture His church. Almost every age could produce an abundance of evidence of apostasy, and
thisageisno exception. Thelast century hasgiven ustwo world wars, the Great Depression, and the
bloodiest movements in the history of the world. The ancient Assyrians and their contemporaries
were bloody and ruthless, but they had nothing on the Nazis, Communists, and Muslims. Sincethe
Second World War the world has hated Nazism and all associated with it, but for some reason or
another, the elite in education, the media, liberal think tanks, and many in government have had a
difficult time finding anything wrong with Communism. Actor Ed Asner reportedly told talk radio
host and TV personality Sean Hannity that there isnothing wrong with Communism, it hasjust never
been tried theright way.” The so-called godless, classless, statel ess society was none of the above.
What it was, wasvile, murderous, and evil. Hitler killed 15 million people, including 6 million Jews
(why have we forgotten the other nine million?). The Jews are to be commended for not letting the
world forget the Holocaust . Communists have killed from 8 to 10 times that many, yet Americais
full of liberal, left-wing Marxistswho can only blame afew leaders, like Stalin, who never tried it the
right way.

39



Muslim terrorists are killing innocent people, Americans, Jews, and in some cases fellow Muslim.
Over five hundred of our American troops have been killed, but liberals can only blame President
George Bush. I1dlam hasbecome very popular with liberalsin America, especialy liberal media. Y et,
when we hear that a terrorist has blown himself (or herself) up in order to kill Americans or Jews,
who automatically think, “Hemust beaChristian”? No, our first thought is, “HewasaMuslim.” As
they gain power in countrieslike Germany, France, and Russia, political |eaders begin compromising
in order to avoid their wrath.

Thereisaforcefor evil intheworld today that has survived both Nazism and Communism, and now
superseded both as the enemy of God and His church. That force is IsSlam (many stress that this
appliesonly toradical Islam, but it isnot easy to find Muslim clericswho will condemn theterrorism
they have launched against America, against Christians, and Jews. President George Bushisaman
of faith, character, and integrity, possibly the most spiritually minded Christian president in acentury
or more. But when he calls Islam areligion of peace heis either being diplomatic, or his does not
really understand Islam. All Muslimsare not terrorists, but if they could take over the control of our
government, on whose side would those Muslims be them?

We were often told, “You can trust a Communist - you can trust him to do what a Communist will
do.” You cantrust Muslimsto do what they aretrained to do. We aretold that thereare 1.2 billion
Muslimsin theworld, and while only the more militant will support and carry out acts of terrorism,
suicide bombing, and attacks on civilians, their clerics seldom condemn Jihad.

Communism and Nazism killed from one hundred to one hundred, fifty million people and subjected
hundreds of millions to their tyranny. Radical Islam has slaughtered countless numbers over the
centuries. Y et, those movements can hardly be said to have fallen away from the faith.

Sadly, alot of Christian leaders are convinced that the New Age Movement is dead. In the first
place, there never wasaNew Age Movement, there were, and are New Age Movements. Therewas,
and is room under their umbrella for almost any thing, religious or otherwise except Jesus Christ.
The New Agers came along and injected atheistic, evolutionary Humanism with a spiritual quality.
Humanists said, “ Thereisno god;” the New Agerssaid, “ Of coursethereisagod. Infact thereare
many gods. If you are happy with your god and | am happy with my god, we should be happy for
each other.”

Within afew weeks of each other, | heard two people ask the question, “Have we moved beyond New
Ageto Animism?’ | responded to one, “No. How can you go beyond everything and everything?’
| read somewhere back in the mid-eighties that the term New Age would be dropped because they
were getting too much scrutiny from the church. Theterm today is Postmodern, or Postmodernism.
They welcome the same groups: cults, the occult with all its expressions, Eastern religions, and all
sorts of global and environmental movements (religious or otherwise). Many New Agersjoin the
Humanistsin demanding atotally secular society - they want to seereligion practiced at homeor in
the church or synagogue. And they have the ACLU serving their purpose.

| listened to ayoung couple try to explain to me that they are not Christians, that they are not really
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into formal religion, they are“spiritual”. They don’t like group or congregational worship, they just
like to try to get their spirit in touch with the creator of the universe. The wife was Jewish but her
husband grew up touring with in a Gospel Music family. He knows the jargon, the basic beliefs of
Christianity, but he has rejected God and created for himself agod who is no god, to quote Jeremiah
(2:11ff). When he mentioned the Creator | asked him if he knows who the Creator is. He looked
puzzled at first, so | asked, “Do you know Who claims credit for Creation?” Then it waslikealight
coming on in his eyes, “Oh, yeah.” Paul wrote of those who “professing themselves to be wise,
becamefools’ (actualy they were madefools)- and who makesfools of those who valuethe creation
above the Creator? Satan!

These religious movements are not only seducing the world, they are seducing church membersin
large numbers. | read once that these movements have had the greatest impact on America of
anything sincethe Civil War, especially inthe areaof ecology (see SAVIORS OF THE EARTH? By
Michael S. Coffman). Morality isafactor because moral relativismis sweeping the country. Could
you imagine Americans living before this we entered the post-Christian era electing Bill Clinton
president of the United States? And re-elect him? We are not talking about political parties, either.
The point isthat millionsjustified their support of Clinton by saying, “It wasjust sex!” They have
obviously never read Revelation 21:8.

Where hasthisfalling away taken us? A major denomination isin turmoil because of the election of
an openly homosexual to the office of bishop. One priest justified his vote, “The Bible is not our
authority.” One of their priests stated that this homosexual priest wasjust as monogamous (loyal to
his partner) as those who were married to awoman. The Bible condemns homosexuality, but holds
out the love of God for the sinner.

Many Episcopaliansare very disturbed by the action taken by those who el ected the homosexual asa
bishop. | spoke for some time with Judge Sharon Marchman, who is absolutely one of the nicest
people you would ever hope to meet, about this. She is a member of an Episcopal church whose
ministers have taken a strong stand against the action taken by their church. Sharon is not at all
happy with the election of the homosexual as a bishop. Unlike some of those priests who were
interviewed on TV, she and her ministers do look to the Bible as their authority.

Millions today defend the right to kill unborn babies. They even crusade for the right to murder the
baby that has been almost completely delivered (partial birth abortion, which is infanticide).
Congress has recently passed alaw banning partial-birth abortions and President Bush has signed it
into law. President Clinton vetoed asimilar bill.

Adultery is filling America with venereal diseases for which there is no known cure. Therising
divorcerateisleaving not just broken homesin the wake, but brokenlives. Ten yearsago, or around
1994, my wife told me that those who had worked with young people ten years earlier did not
understand the youth of that day. Recently, she told me that those who were working with young
people in 1994 do not understand the youth of today. She has taught in public schools for thirty
years.

When | was in high school, or junior high, | never once heard a student say, “My daddy’ s girlfriend
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hasanew baby.” or,*Y ou mean you have been married to oneman all that time!?” Or, “My mother
moved us in with her boyfriend.” My wife hearsit al the time today.

Hereis aquestion: How did we get thisway? Paul had the answer: they were “paying attention to
deceitful spiritsand doctrines of demons.” Demonsarestill behind all thesefalsereligionsand false
gods. Demons are also behind the mixture of truth and error that has invaded the church today.
4:2 - HYPOCRISY OF LIARS. “ By means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience
as with a branding iron.” There is no shortage of hypocrites or liars, and sadly, some are in the
church, and some definitely have seared consciences. Those outside the church often have moreto
say about the conscience than those within the church. We talk about the leadership of the Holy
Spirit as though the conscience has no bearing on the Christian. The Greek word means “to know
with.”

Theideaisthat the conscienceisamoral faculty of perception which operateswithin

the human spirit to aid man in decision making. However, never does the conscience

operatein splendid isolation. Rather, it operates within acontext. If that context isthe

world, then the conscience becomes distorted and is only partialy, if at all, reliable,

being "seared with a hot iron" and, therefore, insensitive to the things of God. If, on

the other hand, the conscience functionswithin the context of theword of God and the

Holy Spirit's application of that word in various situations, then the conscience

becomes an invaluabl e assistant to the man who seeks a spiritual walk [BSB].

4:3- MEN WHO FORBID. “Men who forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from foods, which
God has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the truth.” Men forbid
that which God given us (marriage and food), and in so doing turn a relationship of grace into a
religion of works.

4:4 - EVERYTHING GOD CREATED IS GOOD. “For everything created by God is good, and
nothing isto beregjected, if it isreceived with gratitude.” | have spent more than twenty-five years
studying Creation, including material from the INSTITUTE FOR CREATION RESEARCH,
ANSWERS IN GENESIS, recent books from Broadman and Holman, and other publishers. | have
spent alot of time talking with creation scientists, and | am convinced that the available evidence
supports special creation rather than evolution. The First and Second Laws of Thermodynamics
demand creation and refute evolution. Furthermore, for those who try to bind God and evolutionin
unholy wedlock, let me stressthat if God had used evolution to get uswhere we are, Hewould have
been using avery inefficient method of creation.

Not only did God create all things, He created them for His pleasure and for our use and/or pleasure.
The psalmists continually praised God and acknowledged His mighty work in creating the universe.
Paul stressesin thisversethat everything God created isgood. Andfood should not berejected “if it
is received with gratitude.” Legalistic restrictions do not honor the Lord. Decisions about food
should concern our health, not our relationship with the Lord. Jesusremoved food restrictionsfor His
people (Mark 7).

4:5 - SANCTIFIED. “For it issanctified by means of the word of God and prayer.” The word
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means setting apart, different. That which is sanctified is something which is set apart or different
from other things. Hereit meansthat setting things apart by the Word of God and by prayer will keep
believersfrom misusing things God has given usto use. Y earsago, | was showing aman through our
church plant, explaining the duties of our custodian when he suddenly stopped and asked, “Rev.
Sanders, can | ask you a question? Is this a sanctified church or is it Baptist?” | have no idea
whether or not he bought my answer. | aso wonder how many Baptists and other evangelicals
understand that being sanctified does not mean speaking in “unknown” tongues, being “slain in the
spirit, or even the modern phenomena of laughing uncontrollably.

The Holy Spirit sets believers apart for the glory of the Father, and through prayer and the Word of
God He seeks to conform us to the image of Jesus Christ (Rom. 8:29). Peter, who would know if
anyone would, gave us in one verse, both the way and the goal of sanctification: “But grow in the
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the
day of eternity. Amen” (2 Peter 3:18). The Holy Spirit grows and nurtures us in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord, to the end that we will bring glory to God the Father. Thisisthework of the

Holy Spirit.

B. Overcoming the Threats, 4.6-16.

4:6 - SOUND DOCTRINE. * In pointing out these thingsto the brethren, you will be a good servant
of Christ Jesus, constantly nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine which you
have beenfollowing.” Paul hasleft Timothy, histrusted friend, companion, and son-in-the-ministry
at Ephesus to instruct the church in his own absence. He had gone to Macedonia, but planned to
return. In his absence, Timothy would be teaching sound doctrine, which was obviously badly
needed. Lest wejudge those ancient saintstoo severely, let meremind you that many churchestoday
have permitted heresy to enter, and if it isidentified, do not deal with it. Some do not recognize the
heresy and othersrefuseto refuteit. When the homosexual woman who playsthe organ and teaches
aSunday School classisthe daughter of adeacon, the granddaughter of a deacon, and the niece of a
deacon, , or the daughter of the man who employs anumber of the members of the church, those who
object may remain silent - some had rather live with it than deal with it.

That would have been bad enough in First Century Ephesus. Do not think that they had the
advantage because Paul had spent three yearsthere, or because of the ministry of Timothy. We have
every advantage because we have the completed New Testament, in many versions and transl ations.
| had the privilege of receiving one of the first Holman Christian Standard Bible (HCSB) New
Testaments because | am atrustee with LifeWay Christian Resources and serve on the Broadman and
Holman Committee, which is publishing the new transation - a word for word translation, not a
“version” of an earlier trandation. The oldest Bible publisher hasthe newest translation. The New
Testament has been out for many months and the complete Bible will soon be in book stores (April,
2004). 1 have had the privilege of working through various challenges in bringing this new
trangdlation to completion, including anumber of question and answer sessionswith thoseinvolvedin
theprocess. Dr. Ed Bloom, General Editor, met with our committee and answered questionsfor us.
| was particularly impressed with the respect given Dr. Bloom by LifeWay President immy Draper
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and Vice President Ken Stephens, aswell asother denominational leaders. | cameto understand their
respect when he sat at the table with me at lunch and answered many more questions.

Dr. Bloom and the other tranglators have made a commitment to placing in our hands the most
accurate tranglation possible, making sureit is readable, and presented in aformat that invites usto
read it. The advantage we have over Ephesus is that we have the complete New Testament in
language almost anyone can read and understand. Therewill be no sound doctrine taught apart from
the Word of God and the ministry of the Holy Spirit. In fact, the Scriptureisa primary ministry of
the Holy Spirit. He miraculously inspired its writing, He has miraculously preserved it, and He
miraculously illuminates our minds to enable us to interpret it and apply it in everyday life.

Paul promises Timothy, if you teach the people at Ephesus, “you will be a good servant of Christ
Jesus, constantly nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine.” Teaching the truth
would develop Timothy into afaithful servant of Christ, and demonstrate that heisafaithful servant
of the Lord. Furthermore, the one who studies the Word of God and teaches it will constantly be
nourished by it. Every faithful servant of the Lord will major on teaching sound doctrine, and both
during his preparation and teaching of sound doctrine, he will be nourished by it.

4:7- DISCIPLINE YOURSELF. “ But have nothing to do with worldly fablesfit only for old women.
Ontheother hand, discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness.” Leaveittoabachelor to stir up
“oldwomen”! Nowonder the sophisticated professional lady said that Paul was strictly aproduct of
hisown time. But thisisnot the product of the mind of Paul, it isthe product of the mind of the Holy
Spirit. Worldly fables are no more than - dare | say it?- old wive stales. They do not edify.

4:8- GODLINESSISPROFITABLE. “For bodily disciplineisonly of little profit, but godlinessis
profitable for all things, since it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come.”
Tremendous emphasisin our day is placed on physical exercise. Exercise programs and equipment
are being advertised daily on TV. Health clubs provide equipment, training, and motivation to help
members develop strong, healthy bodies. Medical science tells us that physical exercise is very
important. Then was Paul just ignorant of the benefits of “bodily discipling”? Well, if Paul was, the
Holy Spirit, the divine Author, was not.

He does not condemn or discourage physical exercise here. He saysthat it is of little benefit in the
eternal scheme of things. It is beneficial in the time frame that is characterized as a vapor that
appears for alittle while ant then it is gone. What is most important is godliness - “since it holds
promise for the present life and also for the lifeto come.” Bodily exercise offerstemporal benefits.
Spiritual exercise offers both temporal and eternal benefits.

4:9- ATRUSTWORTHY STATEMENT. “ Itisatrustworthy statement deserving full acceptance.”

Sound doctrine, and the prayerful study required to devel op and teach it, will edify theindividual here
and now and throughout eternity. This is the “trustworthy statement” and it deserves our
consideration and acceptance.

4:10 - OUR HOPE. “For itisfor thiswe labor and strive, because we have fixed our hope on the
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living God, who isthe Savior of all men, especially of believers.” “For this’ isthe Gospel of Jesus
Christ. “Labor and strive” mean just what the words say. When my son Mark wasin about the first
grade | was surprised to hear him announce that when he grew up wanted to be a pastor just like his
daddy. Heexplained, “1 don’t want to have to work when | grow up.” | grew up on afarmwherewe
worked from*can‘til can’'t” (that isfrom the timeyou can see until cannot see). To help pay college
expenses | worked for the ASCS (Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service). | wasaware
of farmers who could never understand how anyone who spends several hours a day sitting in an
office could have the audacity to call that work.

Those who are faithful to the ministry to which they are called will “labor and strive.” When | was
working for the ASCS, | could finish plotting a cotton field on an aerial photograph and then stand
back and look at my work and know it was well done. During my first few years as a pastor there
were many dayswhen | would start home after aday of studying, taking calls, making hospital calls,
and visiting in homes, and attending meetings, and look back at the day and wished | could say,
“That’sagood job.” Instead, | would spend some time with my family, get some rest and start over
againthe next day. Intimel discovered that while my evaluation of the work isimportant, the main
thing | should do wasto continueto prayerfully “labor and strive” and commit the resultsto the Lord.

4:11 - PRESCRIBE. “ Prescribe and teach these things.” Paul instructs Timothy to prescribe a
course of action and teach sound doctrine. Let’ sfaceit, therearealot of young preachers who need
to read Paul’ sinstruction and practiceit. | remember when many church members seemed to have
had but one requirement for ayoung preacher: he had to have astrong voice. | amserious. | heard it
al thetime (few small churches had sound systemsthen). Of course, they listened to ayoung Billy
Grahamon TV every Sunday, and many of them could name some local preacherswho had a strong
voice. It helped if he alternately entertained and traumatize people. We still have a lot of that
around today, especially on television.

Occasionally, when a church called a pastor you would hear someone say, “Our hew pastor is anot
much of a preacher, but heisagood teacher.” They were apologizing for him. Some twenty years
ago, Stephen Olford said that there was a famine in America, and that famine was a famine of
expository preaching. If | were to offer young preachers a prescription, | would say, “Preach the
Word.” By that | do mean expository preaching. When Jesus said, “Feed my sheep,” he did not
mean feed them Pablum! | might add that if his purpose is to be a popular preacher he may not
choose to preach expository sermons. In the first place, expository sermons are not popular with
immature believers. Inthe second place, expository preaching requiresalot of seriouswork. Many
young men today are receiving training and they are doing an outstanding job, bothin their preaching
ministry and in their teaching ministry. Still othersneed to be challenged to preach and teach sound
doctrine.

4:12 - SHOW YOURSELF AN EXAMPLE. “ Let no onelook down on your youthfulness, but rather
in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity, show yourself an example of those who believe.” One of
thefirst sermons| ever preached was on thisverse. The KJV reads, “L et no man despise thy youth;,
but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in
purity.” | wasateenager when | preached that sermon, but | remember stressing that most adultslove
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young people and will give them the benefit of adoubt - and give them time to mature. However, a
young person can make himself despicable through youthful sins and vanities.

A young man entering the ministry should be aware of thefact that many of his membersare mature
people. | thank the L ord and some very gracious church memberswho listened to me and encouraged
me when | began preaching. The young preacher should be an example to believersin:

1) Speech. “A word fitly spoken islike apples of gold In settings of silver” (Pro. 25:11).

2) Conduct. “Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ...” (1:27). The
word rendered conduct meansto “live as acitizen” of the Kingdom of God.

3) Love. “And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love” (1 Cor
13:13, NKJV).

4) Faith. “For init the righteousness of God isrevealed from faith to faith; asit iswritten, ‘ The just
shall live by faith” (Rom. 1:17, NKJV).

5) Purity. “Blessed are the purein heart, for they shall see God” (Matt. 5:8).

4:13 - GIVE ATTENTION. “Until I come, give attention to the public reading of Scripture, to
exhortation and teaching.” In Paul’ s absence Timothy isinstructed to give attention to “the public
reading of Scripture.” This was particularly important before the invention of the printing press.
During thereign of Josiah in Judah, people working on the renovation of the Templefound acopy of
the Scripture that had been lost for along time. It was the reading of the Scripture that led to the
revival in Josiah's day. Ezra and Nehemiah recognized the importance of public reading of the
Scripture. InJesus day, Scripture wasread publicly in the synagogue each Sabbath, with areading
from the Law and one from the prophets.

Scripturewas read and memorized by thefaithful. Paul urges Timothy to read the Scripture publicly
before the church in Ephesus. 1t isstill important to read the Scripturally in our worship services. |
once asked aman to preach for me because he was visiting his home church after serving achurchin
another state for many years. | did not need it, but some members pointed out to methat fact that the
man did not read any Scripture at all - he had no text.

Today, most homes have Bibles, many have various trandations. We have a number of Bible
Societiesin Americawhose commitment it isto get the Bibleinto the hand of those who want it. As
amatter of fact, | had the distinct honor of voting to establish anew Bible Society, the Holman Bible
Society and | am excited about the potential. All thoseinvolved inthisministry believe the Word of
Godisinspired, inerrant, and authoritative. Each Christian should read and study the Bible privately,
but it isstill important to read the Scripture publicly. For onething, some peoplewill not hear it any
other time. For another, God will still bless the reading of His Word.

When | wasin elementary and high school, we always had someone to read the Scripture publicly in
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our classroom. Later, | heard of schoolsin which a student would read a few verses over the PA
system, but someone told me that many students paid little attention when read in this way. |
distinctly remember that students did pay attention when the Bible was read before the class- and in
all those years | never heard any student object to the Bible reading.

Miss Nellie M cGhee taught speech at Mississippi College, for many years. | took her classin ORAL
INTERPRETATION OF THE BIBLE. | did not realize how much | needed that class until | had
beenintherefor afew weeks. We need to read the Scripture publicly - but we need toread it well in
public. Sadly, there are timeswhen the reader is not prepared. I, for one, have never felt that | was

worthy of the honor of reading from the sacred Scripture, nor havel felt that | did it particularly well.
Most of us have room for improvement.

The public reading of Scripture is associated with the preaching and teaching of the Word. We
preach the Gospel and exhort people to respond to it.

4:14 - THE SPIRITUAL GIFT. “Do not neglect the spiritual gift within you, which was bestowed
upon you through prophetic utterance with the laying on of hands by the presbytery.” Was Timothy
somewhat timid in his preaching and teaching ministry, or did Paul have such passion for preaching
that he ssimply wanted to encourage his son-in-the-ministry? Since the wording of the passage is
actually “stop neglecting the gift,” Timothy may well have suffered sometimidity in the discharge of
his duties as a church leader and preacher of the Word. If that is the case, Paul is saying that his
timidity must no longer interfere with gift which he had been given.

The word “gift” (charismatos) is the same word used to identify the multiplicity of spiritual giftsor
grace gifts about which Paul wrote in 1 Cor. 12-14. As in the passage from 1Corinthians, the
admonition here reflects the Pauline emphasis upon the fact that the gifts were not given for personal
gratification or use but for the purpose of edifying the churches.

Timothy had been called and blessed with spiritual giftsfor hisministry. The gift of pastor/teacher
(cf. Eph. 4:11) which was given to Timothy had been prophetically announced by Paul (cf. 1:18) “and
confirmed by the ‘laying on of hands by the elders (presbytery). This is an apparent reference to
ordination, in which alocal congregation publicly recognizes the gifts of the ministry in a man and
sets him apart for the work of the ministry” [BSB].

4:15- TAKE PAINS. “ Take painswith these things; be absorbed inthem, so that your progress may
be evident to all.” Paul urges Timothy to give special attention to these things. This may mean that
Timothy had neglected them, but not necessarily so. Thereisno doubt that Timothy loved the Lord
or that he was committed to Hiswork. He had proved that over and over, and Paul had commended
him for his commitment.

Every pastor needs encouragement from time to time, and perhaps Paul is more aware of that at this
point in his ministry than he had been when he parted with Barnabas rather than give John Mark a
second chance. Later, he would acknowledge the fact that Mark was a profitable minister of the
Gospel. 1 wonder if Paul ever preached a sermon from the Gospel According to Mark!
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Another point should be made here. | don’t know how many times| have read in some commentary
that if Paul had been aware of certain circumstances, hiswordsin a certain passage would mean one
thing, but if hedid not know about it, then we would haveto interpret hiswords differently. Havewe
forgotten that all Scripture is the product of the mind of the Holy Spirit? Paul is the human
instrument, but not the source of the instruction.

Positive, constructive encouragement is very important to all of us. My son Mark told his friend
Kevin that atechnician he had sent out to install phones his business had been especially courteous
and helpful. Kevinsaid, “1 wish you would send the company aletter and tell them that. We usually
get callsand letterswhen thereisacomplaint. No one ever criticizesthistechnician, but the company
doesnot get letters or calstelling them how helpful heis.” Paul isnot complimenting Timothy here-
he doesthat in other places. But thereisno reason to assumethat heiscriticizing hisco-laborer. The
Holy Spirit knew how much encouragement and correction Timothy needed - but He also knew how
much every called preacher of the Gospel down through the centuries would need it, too.

4.16 - PAY CLOSE ATTENTION. “ Pay close attention to your self and to your teaching; persevere
in these things; for as you do this you will insure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear
you.” Timothy is charged once again to be faithful to his calling, paying close attention to his own
spiritual well being and then to the teaching and preaching of sound doctrine. “Persevere” demands
commitment. Therewill betimesin the ministry of every pastor when he needs encouragement. He
will find times when he needs the wisdom to know which response is best: fight, fright, or flight. He
may feel that the only solutionisto begin sending our hisresumeto seeif he can start over somewhere
else. Only the church of hisdreams has no problems, never the onewhere heisserving. Fortunately,
for some of these men there may be amature pastor who will advisethemto persevere. Believeme, |

know what it isliketo ask the Lord to move me - and then the thought would cometo me, “Lord, who
would | ask you to send here if you moved me?”’

Timothy istold that doing as he was advised would” insure salvation both for yourself and for those
who hear you.” Does he mean that Timothy’s salvation may not have been secured, or completed?
Paul would write again to Timothy, “for | know whom | have believed and | am convinced that Heis
ableto guard what | have entrusted to Him until that day” (2 Tim. 1:12b). Thereisno reason toinfer
that Timothy’s eternal salvation was in any jeopardy, but his ministry may have needed some
attention. Faithfulnessin his preaching and teaching would assure Timothy of afruitful ministry and
lead others to turn to Jesus Christ for salvation.

VI.HOW TO TREAT OTHERS, 5:1-6:21.

A. How to Treat Older and Y ounger Church Members, 5:1-2.

5:1- AN OLDER MAN. “ Do not sharply rebuke an older man, but rather appeal to himasa father,
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to the younger men as brothers.” Timothy was ayoung man, called of God for this service, and he
had been trained in a school like no other, at the feet of Paul. Yet, he was still ayoung man, even
though he had been traveling with Paul for a number of years. Thereisno doubt that he knew more
about what the church at Ephesus should be doing than many of the older men. Y et, Paul advises him
to be careful in correcting an older man.

“Appeal to him as afather” isto show respect for older men, treat them with the dignity and respect
the culture dictated and the respect God demands. There are times older men are wrong and need to
be corrected, but young pastors and lay leaders must still follow Paul’ sdirections here. How fortunate
achurch is when there are older men and women who can help correct those who arein error.

This does not say that the older man is always right, or that the church should always do as the older
members dictate. Older people are more likely to resist change, even when change is needed.
Y ounger peopleare morelikely to insist on change, even when little changeisneeded. Neither should
adopt an attitude toward the other that violates Scripture. There aretimeswhen the church must move
forward against the wishes of some older people, but when this is done it must be done in a godly
manner. The Scripture and the Holy Spirit will guide us, but we should guard against the attitude that
whatever comesto mind was placed there by the Holy Spirit and whoever disagrees with usisgetting
his directions from the devil.

| have been given alot of information about the trouble that can come when this Scriptureisviolated.
A very strong church in one of the suburbs of alarge city called a new pastor, and even though their
baptisms ranked them in the top churches in the state, the young pastor wanted to accelerate this
growth. They began by calling anew “worship leader,” and then they brought in awell known youth
evangelist, who spent a week leading young people to mock and ridicule the older members of the
church. At the end of the week the pastor and minister of music had a large following of young
people and before long they were attending business meetings to vote on things the pastor proposed.
They adopted and “in your face” attitude toward older members, radically changed worship,
administration, leadership, staff, and financial matters. The attitude seemed to be, “Thisis what we
are going to do - and you are going to pay for it.”

The pastor told one member he was “going after” certain key leaders, but what he did not count on
was a split in which over three hundred of the most faithful members pulled out and started a new
church. These people were tithers and teachers. Another split would develop before too long and
missions support was slashed. Next came the arrest of the minister of music for on serious federal
charges. Then, another staff member was forced to resign following an arrest for domestic violence.

Many of the things the new pastor wanted to do may have been good, but an abusive attitude toward
older men and women was wrong. It was sinfully wrong. Older men and women should be treated
with respect and dignity.

Y ounger men (and women) should also be treated with respect. That means that we treat them as

brothers or sistersin the Lord. Y ou do not manipulate brothersin the Lord. Y ou lead them, you do
not push them. Dr. Howard Spell was academic dean and Bible professor at Mississippi College -
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back when Christian colleges had Bible departments instead of religion departments. Dr. Spell
illustrated |eadership one day by taking a piece of rope and laying it across hisdesk. Hetook oneend
and began pushing it. It began folding up as he pushed it. He explained that you could not push a
ropeto get it to go where you wanted it to go. Then, he demonstrated how he could pull the rope and
it would follow his hand, where ever he led it. He explained that you can gently lead people where
you want them to go, but if you try to push them you may well see things fold up on you.

5:2 - OLDER WOMEN. *“ The older women as mothers, and the younger women as sisters, in all
purity.” The Bibleisnot asexist book, regardless of what many modern feminists may claim. The
same principle Paul laid down for Timothy in dealing with older men and younger men still appliesto
women, both young and old.

B. How to Treat Widows, 5:3-16.

5:3- HONOR WIDOWS. “ Honor widowswho arewidowsindeed.” TheLord, intheLaw, provided
for widows and orphans, and one of thefirst thingsthe early church had to do concerned the ministry
to widows and orphans (Acts 6). There is no surprise in the words, “honor widows,” but the next
statement isinteresting: “who arewidowsin deed.” What does he mean by that? Did they not know
what awidow was? As he continues, hewill offer guidelinesin determining which widows need the
help of the church.

54 - IF ANY WIDOW. *“But if any widow has children or grandchildren, let them first learn to
practice piety in regard to their own family, and to make some return to their parents; for thisis
acceptable in the sight of God.” Isthis“tough love’ Paul is advocating? Possibly. There must be
guidelines, in determining those who should be helped by the church. Let usfaceit, there are people
who will let otherstake care of their own parentsaslong asthey arewillingtodo so. Theirfirstsin is
the neglect their own parents, and a second sin is greed. They refuse to spend their own money as
long as they can get someone elseto do it.

Welivein adifferent society today, atotally different culture. Asamatter of fact, itisdifferent from
the culture and times of an earlier America. Today, when there is a problem, we look first to the
government to solveit, which usually meansthrowing money at it. Sadly, aswe move deeper into the
post-Christian erain America shistory, we are seeing some serious problems. Just last night (10-16-
03) | responded to a CNN poll in which people were asked whether or not marriage should be
restricted to a man and a woman. | clicked on the button and then got a response - | was in the
majority, but sadly, the majority only led by 52% to 48%! Can you believe 48% of those responding
to the CNN poll voted for homosexual relationships? Of course, that may say a lot about who is
watching CNN and the fact that many of their former audience now look elsewhere for their news.

The moral arenais not the only place in which we see disturbing change. When our parents develop
serious problems, to whom do we look? They looked to their own children first, and then to the
church. Most people now look first to government. After all, we may reason, they tax us enough to
pay for their care. One reason our taxes are so high isthat we demand cradleto grave care. Thereis
nothing wrong with the government hel ping citizens, but we may all be better off if the advice given
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here by Paul was followed in the home and the church.

5:5- AWIDOW IN DEED. *“ Now shewho isa widow indeed, and who has been | eft alone has fixed
her hope on God, and continues in entreaties and prayers night and day.” Paul’s definition of a
widow here may not advance out knowledge very much, but the Holy Spirit, Who inspired this
Scripture, knew where He was going with this. Fallen human nature will not always do what is best
for society or for the church. It often seeksonly itsown benefit and pleasure. The church should help
the widow who is|eft alone, without family to care for her. The widow the church helpsisone of its
own, onewho “has fixed her hope on God, and... continuesin prayer day and night.” The churchwas
not expected to do for awidow what her family is required to do.

5:6- BUT SHEWHO GIVESHERSELF. “ But shewho gives herself to wanton pleasureisdead even
while shelives.” There may well have been young widows who would have permitted the church to
support her while she committed herself to “wanton pleasures.” There are women, widowed or
divorced, who receive welfare checks and earned incometax credit money who areengaged in asinful
lifestyle, and while that is not the same as taking money from the church it illustrates that there are
people who will take anything anyone will give them - as long as they will give it to them - and
squander it on “wanton pleasures.” Paul saysthe person who does such thingsis*® dead even while she
lives.” If that istruethere are alot of people on church roles who are spiritually dead.

5.7 - PRESCRIBE THESE THINGS. “ Prescribe these things as well, so that they may be above
reproach.” Timothy must teach these principles and see that the regulations are applied, both to
protect the church and to hold the widows and their familiesto ahigh standard. That way the church
is protected and the widow and her family are protected from criticism about their conduct.

5:8 - IF ANYONE DOES NOT PROVIDE. *“But if anyone does not provide for his own, and
especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith, and isworse than an unbeliever.” The
family of the widow was expected to assume responsibility for their mother, grandmother, or others
who needed their support. The person who refused to assume such responsibility was not assuming
the character of the citizen of the Kingdom of God, he was living as though he had never been saved.
In fact, he isworse than an unbeliever! When one becomes a Christian his or her socia and family
responsibilities are significantly increased.

5:9- LET WIDOWSBEPUT ON A LIST. “Let awidow be put onthelist only if sheisnot lessthan
sixty years old, having been the wife of one man.” They apparently had alist of widows whom the
church supported. If that isthe case, the support for widowswas not arandom or haphazard approach
toministering. They planned the support and then took whatever action wasrequired. TheHoly Spirit
inspired Paul to set down these guidelines. For one thing, the widow must be sixty years old. For
another, she must have been the wife of one man - which means that if she remarried she was no
longer awidow and should not continue to receive support from the church.

5:10- HAVING A REPUTATION FOR GOOD WORKS. “Having areputation for good works; and

if she has brought up children, if she has shown hospitality to strangers, if she has washed the saints
feet, if she has assisted those in distress, and if she has devoted herself to every good work.” The
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godly widow, the one who deserves assi stance from the church is one who:

1) Has areputation for good works - she has faithfully served others.

2) She has brought up children - she has brought them up in the rear and discipline of the Lord.
3) She has shown hospitality to strangers - strangers were often dependant upon such hospitality.
4) She has ministered to the saints - washing their feet when they visited her home.

5) She has assisted those in distress - including other widows she has assisted in the past.

6) She has devoted herself to every good work - she has been faithful in all things.

5:11- YOUNG WIDOWS. “But refuseto put younger widows on thelist, for when they feel sensual
desiresin disregard of Christ, they want to get married.” | will admit to having some problem with
thisat first. Theyoung widow in some cases might be destitute and she might have children who need
food and clothing. However, it seems that Paul is concerned primarily with the spiritual welfare of
these younger widows.

Having lost her husband, the young widow loses her divinely assigned protection. She
may be drawn into the glamorouslife of theworld (v. 6); or, if she decidesto remarry,
she may disregard Christ and her faith and enter into a pagan marriage (v. 12) with no
purpose of ministry (v. 13). Thisiswhat the apostle intends in the expression "grow
wanton against Christ." Paul does not object to marriage for the younger widows (v.
14), but he does remind the women of the importance of marrying in Christ and not
merely satisfying unrestrained desires [BSB].

5:12 - PREVIOUS PLEDGE. “Thus incurring condemnation, because they have set aside their
previous pledge.” Apparently these were young widows who had taken a pledge not to remarry, but
were now about to break their pledge. He does not say that the could not remarry, only that they had
set aside their pledge if they did.

5:13- THEY ALSO LEARN TOBEIDLE. “ And at the same timethey also learnto beidle, asthey
go around from house to house; and not merely idle, but also gossips and busybodies, talking about
things not proper to mention.” If the church supported them and their children they would be freeto
go around from house to house - “not merely idle (which was one problem), but they might also
become gossips and busybodies - which some were apparently doing.

“Talking about things that not properly mentioned” lets us know that there are some things the godly
woman will not mention. Is he talking about spreading gossip, or does he refer to language that is
offensive?

5:14 - GET MARRIED. *“ Therefore, | want younger widows to get married, bear children, keep
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house, and give the enemy no occasion for reproach.” Rather than going around from houseto house
spreading gossip, or simply remaining idle, the young widow is advised to get married and bear
children. A lax moral attitude, laziness, slothfulness, gossip, and meddling would give the enemies of
the church an occasion to criticize them and the church. Paul had addressed the issue of widows and
other singlesin the First Epistle Corinth, aletter which was probably delivered by Timothy.

“But | say to theunmarried and to widows that it is good for them if they remain
even as |. But if they do not have self-control, let them marry; for it is better to
marry than to burn with passion” (1 Cor7:8-9, emphasis added).

Inthe OT, the Lord chose apeopleto glorify Hisname. ThelawsHe gave them reveal both Hismoral
nature and the moral standards He demands of His chosen people. Jesus, rather than appealing those
laws, gave them new and deeper meaning and application. No longer could one think of himself as
moral because he abstained from adultery, for he now understood that lust isasin. A man may be
physically loyal to his wife, but if he lusts after another woman he has sinned against God and his
wife.

In hisletter to the church at Corinth, Paul reveals the high moral character the church demands, and
must have. Inthelettersto the seven churchesin Asia, Jesus condemned immorality and those who
tolerated it within the church.

A friend at this moment is under great pressure because he could not overlook an affair between two
leadersin hischurch. 1t seemsthat people expect the pastor to take astand when it is someoneelse’s
church or when it involves peoplethey do not know - or peoplewho arerelated to them. Americasaw
Bill Clinton walk down the steps of a Washington D.C. church waving his Bible one Sunday, only to
learn that a little later that day he met with an aide with whom he was involved in an immoral
relationship. Did it matter to them? Hereisabetter question, Did it matter to the church? Millions of
church memberswould have voted for him againif given the opportunity. Their heroesin Hollywood
were saying, “What'sthe big deal? 1t wasonly sex!” It wasthe kind of sin that Cod condemns, the
kind that could gotten a man stoned back when Israel was a theocracy.

Another element must be added here. That isthe homosexual element, and no choice of words can
make it more acceptable to the Lord. Marxists taught the world how to use propaganda. He taught
that alieismoral if it advances the cause of Communism. Today, homosexuals and their friendsin
themediaand in liberal institutions are covering thisland with lies. They aretelling usthat the sin of
the Sodomites was not homosexuality, they were condemned because of their inhospitality. When
confronted on that, they agree that the Bible may have taught that, but it was only because of the
culture of the times. If you don't buy that, then they agree, but then insist that “love” overrides
everything else.

Sadly, the homosexual 1obby has been very successful in courts, schools, government, industry, and
eveninthemilitary. Now they focus on the church - if the church does not condemn them, who will?
Two very important books from Broadman and Holman deal with this threat to our families, our
culture, and to the church. The firstis THE HOMOSEXUAL AGENDA, by Alan Sears and Craig
Osten. The second book, DARK OBSESSION, was written by Timothy J. Dailey.
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Morally, Americais on the slippery slope today. Almost as sad is the fact that the church does not
even seemtorealizeitisengaged in aspiritual warfare. Wasit not Martin Luther who said that if you
do not confess Christ at the point of attack you have denied Him, no matter how loudly you professa
faithin Him?

Y oung women, including widows, can be a genuine blessing to the Lord’'s church. They can also
create serious problems. 'Y oung women can encourage lust through their speech (flirting, suggestive
language, off-color jokes), an expression, their entertainment, wherethey go, and of course, their dress
- or lack of same. In atwo volume commentary on First Corinthians (on CD but not published at this
time), | stressed my conviction that the temple prostitutes of Corinth would be embarrassed by theway
some of our church members dress. They probably would not want to be seen walking down the
street with them. Modest in dress and speech is ablessing to the individual and to the church.

5:15- TURNED ASIDE. “ For some have already turned asideto follow Satan.” Of course, if youno
longer believe thereisapersonal devil, you can disregard this!  The class had sat through almost the
wholeintensive classin Revelation before one of the students asked the professor, “Do you believein
areal devil?” The professor in that well known theological seminary hemmed and hawed before
admitting that he did not believe there could be adevil, or at least that Satan isaperson. It would be
interesting to see how he would defend that position in the presence of Jesus. He was not the only
professor in that school at that time who did not believer in a personal devil (he is just the
personification of evill). While seminary professors were joining Christian college professors in
denying the existence of Satan during the sixties, Satan was - in the pop-jargon of the mediatoday -
“getting traction” on the streets of America.

5:16 - LET NOT THE CHURCH BE BURDENED. “ If any woman who is a believer has dependent
widows, let her assist them, and let not the church be burdened, so that it may assist those who are
widowsindeed.” “If any woman” suggeststhat both men and women were to assume acertain amount
of responsibility for older widows. The stated reason for theinstructions hereisthat “the church would
not be burdened.”

The Bible may be viewed as a deep Book, filled with complicated theological, philosophical, and
psychological issuesthat goes over the head of the average reader, but thisis an unfortunate approach
totheBible. No onewill ever fathom the depths of divinetruth, no one personwill everironout all the
difficult passages, and no one will ever either understand it or apply it perfectly. A. T. Robertson,
whose six volumework, WORD PICTURESIN THE NEW TESTAMENT, has hel ped more preachers
than | canimagine, once said that every time he went to his Greek New Testament he saw something he
had never seen before. Itisawell that will never rundry. The moretimewe spend inthe Word today,
the more we will understand it. The more we understand the Bible the more we understand how
practical it really is.

Paul iswriting Timothy to encourage him to instruct the church at Ephesusin how to deal with some
real issues in the church. A primary concern in any church is relationships. | have had the joy of
working with alot of church members who supported their pastor, who would tell him when they
thought he was wrong, who would love him even if they did not agree with him. | have also worked
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with some who had never gotten along with anyone they could not manipulate or control. Y ouknow in
that kind of situation that it isjust a matter of time before they turn on you. A Director of Missions
once named a deacon in a certain church and said to the pastor, “He isjust like arattlesnake. If you
don’'t ever cross his path you will be all right, but if you ever cross his path he will strike.” He was
right!

C. How to Treat Elders, 5:17-25.

5:17 - WORTHY OF DOUBLE HONOR. *Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of
double honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching.” Theelder, or pastor, should
be given the opportunity to lead the church. This Scripturetellsusthe elder should receive two things
from the church - respect and remuneration. He should be given the opportunity to lead the church and
the church should provide him with an income so that he can concentrate on the work of the ministry.
When | was growing up in the Green River community seven mileswest of Sledge, MS, wewere active
members of the Green River Baptist Mission and either M. C. Waldrup, the Superintendent of Missions
or Henning Andrews, pastor of the LulaBaptist Church which sponsored our mission preached every
Sunday morning and then we had Sunday School. We arrived homeintimeto hear R. G. Lee every
Sunday on Television. Dr. Lee was the most amazing preacher | have ever heard. | might add that |
was never disappointed when | heard himin person, and | did have the privilege of hearing him preach
PAYDAY SOMEDAY at First Baptist Church, Senatobia, Mississippi. R. G. Lee preached thefamous
sermon over twelve hundred times - and who knows how many times others preached it?!!

Dr. Lee tried to visit a powerful business man one day and the “information” lady who had all her
information on astack of cards, told him he could not see her boss. About that time adoor opened and
her boss stepped out of his office and demanded to know, “Who are you?”’

Dr. Leeintroduced himself and the man declared, “ Y ou preachersareall alike. Cut off your money and
you would stop preaching tomorrow.!

“That'salie!”

“What?’, asked the man, as the information girl picked up her information?

“That'salie”

His boldness got him the promise of acall, and months|later the man called him and asked him to come
to hishome. There he poured out his confession of alifeof sin. Hesaid, “I have done everything but
commit murder.”

Dr. Lee said, “ Y ou have done that, too.”

“What do you mean?’

“Your sins put Jesus on the cross.”
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The man was saved that night.

Concerning money, Dr. Lee said, “You can pay me for what | do Monday through Saturday, but
nobody can pay me for what | do on Sunday!” Most preachers would agree. If aman is called to
preach he must preach. | did alot of preaching to prisonersin a state penitentiary and acounty jail and
to men in arescue missions without any thought of money. | also did alot of preaching in mission
churches, beginning when | was a teenager, when the remuneration would not cover my expenses.

When | was in seminary, | accepted an invitation to preach at a church which was seven hours from
school. But therewas aproblem. My car broke down in about an hour from school and | had to leave
it over the week-end to have it repaired. | was able to flag down afriend and catch aride with him.
There was another problem. A state trooper stopped us and told my friend that it was snowing north of
Jackson and the Y azoo hillswould beimpassable. We stopped at hisfather’ shome and spent the night.
The next day wetraveled to Indianola, M S where another friend who wasriding with me had arranged
to have someone meet us. He drove meto Sledge and then he went on to Clarksdale. | preached both
services and then got my father to drive meto Clarksdale where| caught aridewith my friend Housion
Inman back to Indianolawherewe met caught aridewith. B. Smith. Hedrove meto the garagewhere
| had left my car and | paid $14,96 of my $15.00 honorarium for the repair work. Before | got back to
seminary atrooper stopped me and told meto replace aheadlight that wasout. | lost money, evenif |
had not been out money for meals, but | would not have missed the opportunity to preach for anything.

When | wasin high school | was asked to preach at a mission church near Clarksdale. My father told
methat thetireson histruck were bad and hedidn’t want meto driveit that far. Therewasafamily on
our who had acar that was not running but thetireson their 1948 Ford were same size as Daddy’ stires
on the 1951 Chevrolet. But there was a problem. The wheels wouldn’t fit. So, | spent Saturday
afternoon jacking up the car, removing a wheel, letting out the air, breaking down the tire, and then
doing the same thing on the truck. | then remounted each wheel and then | had to pump up each one
with an old fashioned hand pump. That was like fixing eight flats! Of course, on Monday | had to
reverse the procedure. | really wanted to preach at that mission! Money was never a consideration.

5:18 - THE LABORER ISWORTHY. “ For the Scripture says, ‘' YOU SHALL NOT MUZZLE THE
OXWHILEHE ISTHRESHING, and ‘ The laborer isworthy of hiswages.” If thereisany doubt, this
verse confirms what Paul stated in the previous verse. Paul had written to the Corinthian church, “ So
also the Lord directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their living from the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14).
Any reading of the OT confirmsthis.

One thing has always amazed me, and that is the person who carries on a lifelong crusade against
paying a pastor a decent salary, especialy if he is one who is impressed when a pastor from alarge
church or adenominational worker of an evangelist receivesagood salary but still fightsagainst every
raise proposed for his own pastor. A very godly, efficient, and dedicated church treasurer, assured a
former pastor of what he had suspected for years. A certain man carried on acrusade against giving the
pastor araise, but promoted giving to missions with a passion that set him apart from the rest of the
church. Intime, people began to suspect that it was not the missions, but the recognition that motivated
him. Theformer treasurer reported that this man would follow finance committee membersto meetings
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saying, “Just remember, NO RAISES!” Sheassured her friend that he could not imagine how thisman
had worked against araise for any staff member, but the pastor was his special target - every pastor.

5:19- AN ACCUSATION AGAINST AN ELDER. “Do not receive an accusation against an elder
except on the basis of two or three witnesses.” When | was very young in the ministry, | movedto a
new church with agreat deal of anticipation and some noble plansfor church growth - and we had the
growth, but only after five years of hard work, when it seemed that nothing would ever happen. | got to
the point that | cringed when | met someone and identified myself as pastor of that church, and he
would give me that knowing look and say, “| sure hope you are not like one they had there.”

Oneday, one of our deacons, Ollie Canterberry, asked me, “Can | ask you aquestion?’ | assured him
he might. | had great respect for this man, but knew he had been through the trials when a couple of
former pastors had done some things that hurt the church. Mr. Canterberry asked, “Will you tell me
why itisthat when achurchisconsidering a pastor and we go to another pastor and ask about him that
he won't tell us the truth about him if he knows something negative.” | knew that of which he was
speaking. The man had been accused of burning a church building, collecting the insurance and
leading in a new building program. Afterwards, they learned that he had been accused of doing the
same thing

inanother church not fifteen milesaway, but in adifferent association. Three menwho investigated the
fire assured methat if he had not been a pastor they would have “put him under the jail.”

| answered Mr. Canterberry with a question. | said, “I will try to answer your question if you will
answer one for me. When acommittee asks about a man and we tell them the truth and it is not what
they want to hear, why do disregard what we say and turn on us?” He did not answer that one.

There have been pastors who have failed the church and failed the Lord. When this happens, the
church may haveto deal with theissues. What Paul issayingisthat when achargeisbrought against a
pastor, you need to be absolutely certain there is some basis before you take action. The OT required
two witnesses, Jesus appeal ed to three. 'Y ou must be sure beforeyou raise your hand against theLord' s
anointed. David is among our greatest examples of one who refused to raise his hand against the
L ord’ sanointed, even though he would have been justified in the eyes of man. Thisisworth repeating.
You had better be very careful when you move against the Lord’s anointed. Of course those who
attack pastors seem to think they are anointed to do so.

Someone asked me to recommend a pastor for their church and when | told him | had aman inmind he
asked the chairman of the Pastor Search Committeeto call me. Hesaid, “1 understand you have aname
for us.” 1 told him that | did and the name would be afamiliar one (it was the same as their interim
pastor).

The committee member asked, “I1t’snot Bill Jonesisit?’ (Thatisnot hisrea name.). | asked why he
asked that and this man attacked the former pastor about asviciousy asanyonel haveever heard. That
pastor had serve his church when he was about nineteen to twenty yearsold, and that had been twenty
or twenty-five earlier. This pastor is one of the most outstanding leaders in the Southern Baptist
Convention today. He had been afriend of minefor anumber of years, so | called him and asked if he
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knew why this church had maintained such i ntense animosity toward him for so many years. My friend
said, “Johnny, that was my first church and | was very young. | made some mistakes but they were
mind mistakes, they were not heart mistakes.” He had forgiven them but some people had fed and
watered their animosity for al those years. They had no respect for the Lord’ s anointed.

| know an elderly pastor who wasfalsely accused of something many yearsago. Hewasinnocent and
there was no problem proving hisinnocence but when he asked the deacons what he should do afew of
them said, “Well since the accusation has been made we think you should resign.” He had to resign
with no placeto go. Thisformer pastor and long timefriend did not offer an explanation or claim any
extra-biblical “word of knowledge’, but he later told me that three of those men were dead within one
year. | offer no explanation for this, but it does make one wonder about it.

5:20 - THOSE WHO CONTINUE IN SIN. “ Those who continuein sin, rebuke in the presence of all,
so that therest also may befearful of sinning.” 1f an elder persistsin sin after being rebuked privately,
then he should be rebuked before the congregation. When | wasin my late twenties| became the pastor
of one of those deacons you want to adopt as another father. Perry Talley was such aman. We often
traveled together, vacationed together, and visited in each other’s home. He and his wife sort of
adopted my sons - and Becky and me.

Perry had talked with me on many occasions about the problems they had with aformer pastor. One
day he decided to talk with the pastor, he told him that rumors were hurting the church and
embarrassing the members. His pastor responded, “What | do in my personal lifeisno one’ s business
but mine!” Perry love hischurch and he and the memberswent to the Lord in prayer and waited for the
L ord to move this man - but they did not force him to resign. Coming up with three witnesses could
have created more problems than they already had.

I might add that anumber of years|ater another church voted to try to terminate that same pastor. The
vote was atie and this pastor said, “As moderator | will cast the deciding vote, and | vote to stay!”

God holds his called pastors to a very high standard, and | for one, would like to say to every young
man who enters the ministry, “If God called you, He expects you to live on ahigh moral plain, and if
you arenot willingtolivealifethat isabove reproach, get out of theministry.” 1 would alsoliketo say
to alot of church members, “Y ou had better be sureit isthe Lord who isleading you when you attack
the Lord’ sanointed, and not thedevil.” Thevenom | detect in some charges makes mewonder whois
behind their accusations. At times | sense more of the spirit of a serpent than a Savior.

5:21 1 SOLEMNLY CHARGE YOU. “I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ
Jesus and of His chosen angels, to maintain these principleswithout bias, doing nothing in a spirit of
partiality.” Thisisasolemn charge befitting the gravity of the situation. Paul challenges Timothy in
the presence of God the Father and Jesus, the Son, but rather than appealing to the Third Person of the
Trinity, he appeals to “His chosen angels.” Why? Some, based on what they glean from various
verses, see chosen angels as observing what isgoing oninthe church (1 Cor. 11:10; Eph, 3:10; 1 Peter
1:2). Paul charges Timothy to:
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1) Maintain these principles - They were inspired by the Holy Spirit, thus applicable for all believers.
2) Do it without bias - The same principles should be applied to all members, including elders.
3) Do nothing in a spirit of partiality - James (Ch. 2) stresses the sinfulness of showing partiality.

5:22 - KEEP YOURSELF FREE FROM SIN. “ Do not lay hands upon anyone too hastily and thus
share responsibility for the sins of others; keep yourself free from sin.” Paul is saying one of two
things here:

1) Do not ordain aminister too quickly. They should know aperson well before they ordain him. He
should not be anovice. Anindividual may state that immediately after his salvation he was called to
preach the Gospel - and that may well bethe case. Such a person should understand that he needsto be
taught and he needs experience working in alocal church. Those considering laying their hands on a
candidate should do so very prayerfully, but they should also inform themselves as much as possible.

2) Some suggest that Paul istelling Timothy that if an elder has been rebuked, they should not be too
hasty in restoring a penitent backslider back into their fellowship. Let him prove himself. A well-
known Christian singer confessed to an adulterous affair and took a break from hisrecording work and
concerts. A few weekslater someone asked meif | did not think it was time for him to start doing the
concertsagain. They could hardly believeit when | said, “No, | don’t.” Someone asked, “Don’'t you
believe God has forgiven him?’ If he had repented, God had aready forgiven him. But that was not
the question. Certain tel-evangelists had already brought shame on the church when their sins were
exposed. Now this singer had done the same thing. God can and will forgive us when we repent, but
the effects of the sin can continue for along time, sometimes even for years. The Lord will restore the
backslider who repents, but that does not automatically mean that he should return quickly (if at all) to
ahighly visible position in the church.

A former pastor called me one time to take me to task for not asking our deacons to respond to an
inquiry by apastor search committee. Asl listened | waspraying, askingtheLordif | could have done
anything else. Finally, when he slowed down, | said, “Brother, Jones (not hisreal name), | would like
to tell you what it was like following you here. | think you need to know what we had to live down
after you left. Everywhere we went people brought up those old charges. | think you need to know
that. Andif, asyou say, the Lord isleading you to return to the pastorate, | think you are going to have
to go to some other part of the country.” He told me that other pastors did not believe he had done
anythingwrong. | said, “1f you believe that you need to go back and talk to somewho havetalked with
me.” | might add that his sin was not immorality - but it was a matter of integrity!

5:23- A LITTLEWINE. “Nolonger drink water exclusively, but usea little wine for the sake of your
stomach and your frequent ailments.” Did Jesus drink wine? Absolutely. Did Paul drink wine? Of
course. Did heredlly tell Timothy to tell peopleto drink alittlewinefor their stomach’ssake? Yes, he
did. That being the case, why have Baptists taught total abstinence? Glad you asked!

Winewas used in Paul’ sday, and wine was abused by many. Traditionally, inthe Greek society wine
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was mixed, two or three partswater to one part wine. That meansthat when Jesus changed the water to
wine, if all the water in the water pots (for washing, not drinking) had been changed to wine and then
mixed at aratio of threeto one, they would have had alot of winefor asmall wedding reception. There
were 6 water pots, holding something like 25 gallons each - that is 150 gallons. The 3-1 ratio would
mean that they would have added 450 gallons of water to the 150 gallons of wine, bringing the total to
600 gallons. That isalot of wine for asmall wedding.

What Jesus did was have them fill the six water pots (for ceremonial cleansing) to the brim. That
represented Judaism. Then hetold them to draw again (the word meansto draw from adepth, not dip
out from a pot), and this seventh drawing was changed to wine and taken to the governor of the feast
who pronounced it the best of all. He changed the water of Judaism to the new wine of Christianity.
He filled all the hopes of the Old Covenant to the brim. He perfectly fulfilled al the Law and the
Prophets.

Thisisimportant: one would have to drink several glasses of wine mixed with water to get as much
alcohol as one mixed drink today. Winedrinking in NT timeswould not even compare with drinking
beer today. Those who drank wine without mixing it with water were called wine-bibbers and those
who drank alcoholic beverages in which the alcohol content was enhanced were called drinkers of
strong drink.

NOTE: See Appendix # 1.

“Do not drink water exclusively” could mean one of twothings. First, it may suggest medicinal value.
Second, the wine would purify the water - and they did not have chlorinated water systemsin those
days. It has been suggested that Timothy was atotal abstainer and Paul wastelling him that it was al
right to use alittle for some medical problem.

5:24 - THE SINSOF SOME. “ The sins of some men are quite evident, going before themto judgment;
for others, their sins follow after.” We would better understand this if we knew more about the
circumstances. But theprincipleisvalid: “Thesinsof some are obvious (going before), whereasthose
of others are hidden (follow after)” [RSB].

5:25- DEEDSTHAT ARE GOOD. *“Likewise also, deedsthat are good are quite evident, and those
which are otherwise cannot be concealed.” Both good deeds and bad deeds will be revealed in time.
You cannot keep either a secret indefinitely. When Rush Limbaugh confessed to an addiction to
prescription pain medication the mediawent into their feeding frenzy mode. Some of hisfriends, like
Sean Hannity and G. Gordon Liddy, cameto hisdefense - not trying to justify the use of the drugs, but
sharing with their audiences what they knew about how generous Rush has been. They told many of
the things he does and has done for yearsto help others, things not commonly known. What | recall is
that David Limbaugh, a committed Christian, urgently requested prayer for his brother.

D. Treatment of Masters and Slaves, 6:1-2.
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6:1- SLAVES. “Let all who are under the yoke as slaves regard their own masters as worthy of all
honor so that the name of God and our doctrine may not be spoken against.” A Director of Missions
or aBaptist association in another state has observed that pastors are not teaching or preaching through
books of the Bible today they way they werein the past. Hisconclusionisthat if you teach or preach
through certain books you are going to have to deal with some difficult subjects - like women in the
ministry, abortion, homosexuality, tongues, and a whole plethora of sins of the spirit. Weliveinthe
age of tolerance; the worst thing anyone can be accused of is being intolerant or judgmental.

There are parts of First Timothy some may want to avoid. We have aready seen some specific
requirementsfor pastors and deacons, and the role of women in God' splan. Now we cometo theissue
of daves and masters. We must face thefact that the NT may not say what many peopl e today want it
to say on the subject of slavery. There were something like sixty million slavesin the Roman Empire.
Jesus started out with twelve apostles, and on the Day of Pentecost there were 120 peoplein the upper
room waiting for the fulfillment of His promise. Slave revolts were put down with the sword and
spear, so awholesale rebellion against slavery would have led to ablood bath. Instead of demanding
an end to davery in the Roman Empire the NT concentrates on relationships between slaves and
masters. The Golden Rule must be applied in all relationships.

Thomas Sowell, in aseries of books on race, culture, migration, and slavery make the point that every
culture has provided its share of slaves and slave owners. Slavery did not end with the Civil War in
America. There are reports of millions of slavestoday in, especialy in Islamic countries. There are
reportsof Muslimskilling Christiansand selling their childreninto slavery. President George Bushin
his address before the UN in September, 2003, appeal ed to nationsto seek an end to sex slavery which
is apparently much more widespread than most people realize.

There is enough guilt to go around when it comes to slavery. Victorious nations have throughout
history captured large numbers of people and sold them into slavery (as with the slave girl who told
Naaman’ swife about the prophet that wasin Isragl). In Africa, victorioustribes captured their enemy -
warriors and citizens alike - and sold them, often timesto Muslims, who then sold them to Europeans
or possibly to northern shippers, who sold them to southern planters. Every participant wasguilty of an
unspeakable wrong against their fellow man. However, at the time they were not only looking to the
profit, they were eliminating an enemy who would surely attack them if they had the advantage. God
took that horrible evil and turned it around over several generation to bring about the conversion of
millions of those slaves and their descendants.

One thing that concerns me is that there are so many people in Americawho are so passionate about
slavery that existed two hundred years ago, but show almost no concern for slavery that exists today.
Slavery is deplorable - it was deplorable in Europe and America in the eighteenth century, and it is
deplorable today. But if a Christian or a slave master was converted to Christianity he would have
some serious decisions to make. Would he free his saves? Would he release his slaves without
helping they get astart in anew life? That might have been cruel under some circumstances. Though
slavery was not the first issue in the Civil War, Robert E. Lee freed his slaves before Lincoln and
Grant.

61



Now, should we condemn every Christian who ever owned aslave? It istempting, but let me suggest
an example for thought. George Washington owned slaves, but it apparently troubled him. Why then
did he not simply free them? According to David Barton of WALL BUILDERS, Washington was
subject to the laws of King George and those laws prohibited the freeing of slaves at thetime. There
was a time when afreed slave in some places might well have been enslaved by someone else.

Paul shows great compassion for slaves, but rather that commanding masters to free their slaves, he
sought to protect the slaves by insisting that Christian slave ownerstreat their slaveswith arespect and
dignity unknown in the ancient world - or the modern world for that matter. The problems of the
master-slave relationship are discussed in 1 Cor. 7:21; Eph. 6:5-9; Col. 3:22-4:1; Titus 2:9-10; and
Philem. 10-17.

The NT writers do not question the institution of slavery but try to mitigate it through
improved attitudes of both mastersand slaves. In the church, they met on equal termsas
members of the fellowship, though there may have been instances when slaves were
elders and thus, in the church, were over masters whom they served all week [RSB].

The sooner slave owners began thinking of their slaves ashuman beings and objects of thelove of God,
the sooner the slave issue would be resolved. There are people, however, who are so motivated by
greed that they have desensitized themselves against the horrors of Slavery.

The slave who became abeliever was often in aposition to bear awitnessfor the Lord that no one else
was afforded. Why did the Lord let so important a person as the Thirteenth Apostle linger in onejail
after another? Well, have you read his Prison Epistles? Have you read about all those who came to
himwhilehewasin prison? What better witness could the L ord have had among the guards, officials,
and the court?

There were people who wanted to help Christians who lived behind the Iron Curtain to escape back
when the persecution of Christians was particularly vicious. As dangerous asit was, | believe God
wanted most of those believersto stay wherethey werein order to bear awitness. Thereare millions of
Chinese believerswho arein danger in Communist Chinatoday, and they are leading peopleto Christ
every day - and those are people you and | would never have an opportunity to reach for the Lord. The
closest thing to New Testament Christianity in our world today may well be behind the Bamboo
Curtain.

6:2 - NOT BE DISRESPECTFUL. “And let those who have believers as their masters not be
disrespectful to them because they are brethren, but let them serve them all the more, because those
who partake of the benefit are believers and beloved. Teach and preach these principles.” Jesusgave
His disciples a principle that applies here. He said, “If someone (a Roman soldier) compels you to
carry his burden amile, carry it two miles.” It was not very pleasant to be forced to carry a Roman
soldier’ s burden through the streets of one’s home town in the presence of hisfamily and friends. He
had no choice but to obey or be severely punished or killed, but he might have carried theload in such a
way asto show his hatred for the Roman soldier. Jesus, however, instructed Hisfollowersto do more
than was required, and do it with a positive spirit, aspirit of humility and kindness that would benefit
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both the Jewish citizen and the Roman soldier. 1t might open the door for a Christian to witnessfor the
Savior.

Christian slavesweretold to respect their masters(v. 1), and herethey weretold that if their master was
abeliever, they should be especially careful to show respect. The slave may have taught his master’s
Sunday School class! (if there had been a Sunday School). They did have Bible studies. A slave may
have been a deacon whose master had been saved and baptized into the local church. Thiscould have
presented a serious problem for some, but Paul islaying down some principles which would minimize
the problems.

At church, the lave may have been aleader, but at home he must do his duty - and more. He would
“gothe second mile” inthedischarge of hisresponsibilities. The slave may have been moreintelligent
than his master. He may have been better educated. He may have been stronger, but he must assume
his duties with respect and dignity so that he might be an effective witnessfor the Lord. That did not
mean that he would not be praying for freedom.

E. Dealing with False Teachers, 6:3-5.

6:3- A DIFFERENT DOCTRINE. “If anyone advocates a different doctrine, and does not agree with
sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness...” There
have been countless “different doctrines’ throughout church history, none of which caught God by
surprise. The Holy Spirit inspired Scripture writers to warn us about false doctrines and equip usto
deal with them. We must always be on guard against false doctrines, and the best way to deal with
false doctrinesisto teach peopl e thetruth - teach and preach sound doctrine. Anounce of preventionis
worth apound of cure, and the Bible has an answer for all heresies, including Islam, animism, Eastern
mysticism, and liberalism within the church.

Thetimeto deal with the issue of the ordination of a deacons who has been divorced and remarried is
before that person isrecommended for consideration by hischurch. Teach the qualificationsbeforethe
issue becomes divisive. The best time to deal with homosexuality is not right after the church has
chosen ahomosexual to teach achildren’s Sunday School class. The best timeto deal with womenin
the ministry is not after one gets a following and seeks ordination. The best time to deal with false
teachers is not after they have begun to lead others astray - their followers may defend them with
“religious’ zeal. One must be prepared to offer adefense of the Gospel at al times, and trust the Lord
to lead them.

| was pastor of avery strong church in Texas when | was in my mid-thirties. | loved preaching to a
packed house and | loved looking out and seeing prospects everywhere. | loved looking across the
farm/market road four blocks from the church and thinking about the four hundred new houses they
were going to build there. In other words, | was happy and excited about our work. People were
coming to meto ask me how to be saved. | remember the teenager who caught me as| left the church
one Sunday and introduced his younger sister who had started asking him questions about how to be
saved after the service. We went back to my study where she prayed to receive Jesus Christ as her
Savior. A man showed up at my office before Sunday School with his twelve year old son who had
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been asking question about how to be saved. A young man cameto me after aserviceand said, “Y ou
said some thingsin that service that disturbed me - he was alost church member. Hisgirl friend was
saved the next night.

Then one Sunday morning one as | sat in my study before Sunday School, the director of the youth
department came in and told me we had a problem (something every pastor wants to hear on Sunday
morning!). It seemsthat two women were going to acharismatic church on Saturday eveningsand then
coming to our church and teaching classes of teen aged girls what they had learned the previous
evening. Hesaid, “| don’t know what you can do about it but | thought you should know what isgoing
on.” A lot of churches were having to deal with the charismatic movement at the time.

The next Sunday | preached from 1 Corinthians 13 and urged any person who became involved in the
charismatic movement to refrain from bringing that heresy to our church. | stressed, “| have preached
from the great Love Chapter because if you try to bring that to our church you will be resisted, and if
that happens you are going to need to practice the love we seein this chapter.” Following the service,
one of the ladies met me near the foyer and said, “| appreciate what you said. | don’'t agree with you,
but | appreciate the way you said it.” Both of these ladies had grown up in a Pentecostal church and
they liked the emotional element in those services.

Thechurch | served for fifteen years was a co-sponsor of amission church in south Louisianafor some
time. Whilewetherefor amission Vacation Bible School, the pastor told me that alocal charismatic
church has sel ected certain members and assigned them to the task of taking the charismatic movement
to other churchesinthearea. For afew weekstheir visitor wasaquiet, attentive, respectful worshiper.

He had created no problem for the pastor or the church. Asamatter of fact, after several weeks, he
spoke with the pastor following a Sunday morning worship service and told him how much he
appreciated the sermon. He added, “The Holy Spirit gave you that message.”

The pastor asked, “Do you believe the Holy Spirit tells a Baptist preacher what to say.”
“1 believe He gave you that message.”

The pastor asked, “If | tell you the Holy Spirit istelling me to say something to you right now would
you believe it?’

“If you say so, | will believeit.”

“Well, the Holy Spirit istelling me right now to tell you that you should go back to your own church
and not create problemsin our church. Now, do you believe the Holy Spirit told meto tell you that?’

“If you say s0, | believeit.” Heleft and never returned.
6:4 -A MORBID INTEREST IN CONTROVERSIAL QUESTIONS. “He is conceited and

under stands nothing; but he hasa morbid interest in controversial questionsand disputes about words,
out of which arise envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions...” And some people at Corinth
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accused Paul of saying what he thought they wanted to hear - of being one way when he waswith them
(timid) and another way (bold) when he was not with them. A person may be inadequately prepared;
he may hold some false beliefs, only because he has never been taught sound doctrine. That is one
thing, but a fascination with, or preoccupation with false doctrines is another thing altogether. The
HCSB rendersthisverse: “heisconceited, understanding nothing, but having asick interest in disputes
and arguments over words. From these come envy, quarreling, slanders, evil suspicions.”

What motivatesthisfal seteacher, and why is he not open to instruction in sound doctrine? Paul offers
some possibilities:

1) Heisconceited - Heis on an ego trip.
2) He understands nothing - but he would never admit it.
3) Hehasasick interest in disputes (HCSB) - either heisspiritually sick, or heispsychologically sick.

From these arguments come “envy, quarreling, slanders, evil suspicions.” None of these glorify the
Lord, only the individual.

6:5A MEANS OF GAIN. “ And constant friction between men of depraved mind and deprived of the
truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain.” Is not a depraved mind one that has been
deprived of thetruth? By “who supposethat godlinessisameansof gain” wemay infer that thesefalse
teachers were teaching fal se doctrines as a means of financial gain.

Each Fall, my father recruited a number of cotton pickers who did not live on out placeto pick cotton
for us. Thiswas before we used mechanical cotton pickers. “Fuzz” picked cotton during the day and
went to church at night. He was uneducated - and possibly not educatable - but avery nice man. Fuzz
had gotten married and had asmall baby and they picked cotton with the baby on apallet at the end of
the rows, or lying on their cotton sack as they picked cotton. They aso took the baby to church with
them.

This church was empty and idle until cotton picking time, and then someone would comein and begin
preaching every night. Fuzz was really excited about the services, but the things he told us left us a
littledisturbed. One morning Fuzz wasreally having trouble getting started and when someone asked,
he told them that they had been at church until very late because God had revealed to the evangelist
how much money hewould receivethat night. He passed the plate again - and again. Then, hetook his
Bible and placed it in the door and told them he was going to take up another offering, and that he
would keep passing the hat until he received as much as God told him they would give. Andif anyone
left before the received that among he would have to walk over the Word of God.

It gets worse. On another morning, Fuzz announced that God had called him to preach. Someone
asked himto tell about it. 1t was awesometo Fuzz. The evangelist announced that God was calling a
man thereto preach the Gospel. After sometimewith no response, he announced that hewasreceiving
avision of asmall casket - just “solong” (M easuring the approximate length of Fuzz' sbaby) and if that

65



man did not surrender to preach the Gospel ....well, Fuzz got the message and surrendered to preach
then and there.

Y earslater, afriend who was not a Christian at the time mentioned this“ evangelist.” | had wondered
what he did in the “off season.” | do not remember what he did for aliving, but my friend said, “Old
Earl would get me to go buy moonshine for him so people wouldn't seeing him buying it.” All false
teachers did not die off in the First Century.

F. A Christian Attitude Toward Money and Godliness, 6:6-19.

6:6- GODLINESSMEANSA GREAT GAIN. “ But godlinessactually isa means of great gain, when
accompanied by contentment.” The HCSB has, “But godlinesswith contentment isagreat gain.” The
false teacher may seek financial gain through his false teachings, but the true Christian will find afar
greater gain (anon-financial gain) that isfar superior to any financial gain.

Dr. H. Leo Eddleman, who had been president of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary when |
was a student, was a very good friend. We spent alot of time together in the gym, sometimes with
others, but sometimesit was just the two of us shooting baskets. It was so like him to walked over to
where | was standing in line for graduation and said, “Johnny, you think we ought to cal a little
conferencein the gym after this?” Hisfather had been pastor of my home church and my pastor wasa
close friend of his. Several years later, Dr. Eddleman was scheduled to preach arevival for meand |
picked him up at the airport in Monroe, LA and we drove back to Bastrop. Aswe were driving back
into Bastrop, Dr. Eddleman asked, “Johnny, what kind of car isthis?’

“A Buick.”

“1 think | have aBuick,” he said.

| waited for more, but therewasno more. A car was something Mrs. Eddleman used to drive himto the
airport. Hewasone of the most brilliant men | have ever known, but he was not even sure what kind of
car he owned! But, what he did know was worth alot more. | not only knew what kind of car | was
driving, | knew what kind of car | wanted to drive!

6:7 - WE BROUGHT NOTHING. “For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take
anythingout of it either.” Littlecommentary isneed here. Job saidit sowell: “Naked | came from my
mother's womb, And naked | shall return there. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away.
Blessed be the name of the LORD” (Job 1:21).

| had so many funeralsin onefifteen year pastorate that the local funeral directorsjoked about helping
me recruit some members because they were burying all of mine. | have had funeralsunder all sorts of
circumstances, rain, sleet, and snow, and intense heat. | have beenin large and small processions. But
so far | have never seen an armored car in afuneral procession.

Perhaps you read about the man who died before three friends could repay ten thousand dollar |oans.
The three friends agreed that they owed the money and since their friend had no family, they thought
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the best thing they could do was to go by the open casket as they left the service and dlip the money
into the casket. They met later and thefirst man said, “Well, | feel better now. | slipped ten thousand
dollarscashinto the casket with Joe.” The second friend said, “1 didn’t know how you would handleit,
but | did the same thing.” The third friend said, “The banker told me you had each cashed a ten
thousand dollar check, so | knew what you were going to do. But instead of getting him to cash my
check, | just made out athirty thousand dollar check to Joe and slipped it into the casket - and picked
up your twenty thousand dollars change.”

6:8-IF WE HAVE FOOD. “ And if we have food and covering, with these we shall be content.” Paul
is not condemning wealth. It isthe love of money that is the root of al evil, not money itself. God
blesses some with wealth and they have an opportunity to useit for Hisglory. But for Paul, if he had
food to eat and clothes to wear he was content. It seems that us believed that Timothy had the same
attitude toward money.

6:9- THOSE WHO WANT TO GET RICH. “ But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a
snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.” A well
known evangelist of another day wasvery popular throughout the south. Asamatter of fact, therewere
anumber of uswho attended seminary with him for a brief time (before he dropped out) who loved to
hear him preach - just aslong asit wasin someone else’'s church. He had a strong voice, aquick wit,
and delivered a powerful message. In general, he was very colorful. | was preaching in reviva
servicesin north Mississippi and the pastor of the church asked meif | knew thisman. | told him that
we had a class together but he dropped out after a brief time, possibly because of his schedule. The
pastor told me that this evangelist had the endorsement of the pastor’ s conference in alarge city, but
they had withdrawn it after something he did while preaching a revival in their city. He asked the
church to take up an offering to send him and the pastor to the Holy Land. They took up the money and
met them at the airport with the tickets. The evangelist took both tickets and turned to the pastor and
said, “You are not going. | am taking my wife.” And he did. Other problems led to this man’'s
downfall and he was out of the ministry for many years.

6:10 -THE LOVE OF MONEY. “For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by
longing for it have wandered away from the faith, and pierced themselves with many a pang.” First,
Paul says, “The love of money is the root of al sorts of evil.” The KJV has “dl evil, whereas the
HCSB has“all kindsof evil.” The pointisthat thereisevil that cannot be traced to the love of money.
Itisnot money that is evil; and that love of money leadsto all sorts of evil, not necessarily all the evil
thereisin the world.

William Colgate, and J. C. Penney were very wealthy men, and both of them gave ninety percent of
everything they madetotheLord. Stanley Tam got in on the foundation of the plasticsindustry, but as
acommitted Christian he wanted to give hisbusinessto the Lord. He had to talk with alot of lawyers
before he found one who would set up the business the way he wanted it. Tam drew a salary like
everyoneelse. All profitswithto Christian causes. He shared histestimony in the book, GOD OWNS
MY BUSINESS, published around 1970.
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The second part of the verse, “some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced
themselves with many griefs,” seems to mean that their lust for wealth, their greed and covetousness,
had left them conscience stricken, empty, and disillusioned.

6:11 - FLEE FROM THESE THINGS. “But flee from these things, you man of God; and pursue
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness.” Thereisatimeto fight (fight the
good fight, v. 12); thereisatimefor fright (we fear God and the consequences of our sin); and thereis
atimefor flight (Joseph understood that). Paul counsels Timothy to flee greed, covetousness, and the
love of money with all the sins associated with them. The man of God will not only fleethese sins, he
will pursue certain things:

1) Righteousness - No one can produce righteousnessin the flesh, but when we believein Jesus Chrigt,
Hisrighteousnessinimputed unto us. We are clothed in the righteousness of our Savior and if wewalk
with him in the spirit, He will produce righteousnessin us.

2) Godliness - The man of God will pursue alife that reflects the nature and character of God.
3) Faith - Thejust shall live by faith.

4) Love - Thisis agape love, a mental attitude kind of love which is directed by the mind, and not
simply an emotional response. We are never more godly than when welove God and love otherswith
the kind of love the Father has for us.

5) Perseverance - The Greek word (hupomonay) may be translated patience, perseverance, or
endurance, with theideaof awillingnessto remain under certain circumstances and wait for theLord to
work things our for us, and for His glory.

6) Gentleness - If gentleness or meekness is not being produced in your life the wrong personisin
charge of production! The Lord placesapremium of gentleness. | can think of alot of gentle people-
not just peoplewith aquiet spirit. There are quiet, timid people who do not manifest the nature of our
Lord, but the believer is never more like his Savior than when heis conformed to the image of Christ
(Rom. 8:29) in nature and character.

Dr. Michael Zambieisan allergistin Monroe, LA. Heisan outstanding physician, acivic leader who
gives himself to children in the area, and a respected professional. Heis also one of the most gentle
men | have ever known. Heiskind, gracious, and caring. | will never forget his concern when he came
to my roomin Glenwood Medical Center with Mark several years ago after Mark told him | had had a
heart attack. His concern was genuine. If | appreciate gentlenessin anindividual, | can only imagine
why God desires gentleness and meekness in His servants.

6:12 - FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT. * Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to
which you were called, and you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.” The
word Paul uses means to contend for a prize. Paul is on the sidelines cheering on his son-in-the-
ministry. The fight in which Timothy is engaged is a battle of faith.
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To“take hold of eternal life” isthe equivalent of. “get agripon” [ATR - WORD PICTURESIN THE
NEW TESTAMENT, inthe Bible Navigator program, Broadman and Holman]. Thelost person cannot
take hold of eternal life; he cannot attain salvation, or earn it. But the Christian can drift through life
like the children of Israel in the Wilderness, or he can he can follow the Lord in the spirit enter the
Land of Promise to possess his possessions. In other words, he may “take hold of eterna life.”

Timothy had made a“good confession” of faith “in the presence of many witnesses at the time of his
baptism” [ATR]. From thiswe can draw afew conclusions. First, thiswasnot infant baptism. Second,
his baptism followed a public profession in Jesus Christ. Third, the mode of baptism wasimmersion
(the Greek word demandsiit).

6:13 - | CHARGE YOU. “I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of
Christ Jesus, who testified the good confession before Pontius Pilate...” Thereis A CHARGE TO
KEEP (thetitle of thisstudy), and Paul bringsthe chargeto Timothy in the presence of God, the source
of our life.

The chargeis also given in presence of Jesus Christ. Again, wefind the Trinity in the Scripture - the
Holy Spirit inspired Paul to write this, and the attention is focused on the Father through the Son.
“Who testified the good confession before Pontius Pilate” means in the presence of Pilate, not in the
time of Pilate [ATR].

6:14 - KEEP THE COMMANDMENT. *“That you keep the commandment without stain or reproach
until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Timothy ischarged to keep the commandment “without
spot or blame” (HCSB) until the Lord Jesus Christ returns. Thisiscommand was given to Timothy but
it is applicable to every servant of the Lord, to every believer in general, and to every minister of the
Gospel specificaly.

6:15- WHICH HEWILL BRING ABOUT. “Which Hewill bring about at the proper time-- Hewho
isthe blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kingsand Lord of lords.” The “appearing of our Lord
Jesus Christ” (v. 14) will be brought about at the proper time by “the blessed and only Sovereign, God
the Father. | look forward to “the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 14), and | do not hesitate to
say with John, “Amen! Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” | have read alot about the Lord’s return, from
Scripture, sermons, commentaries, and magazines. | sat in a meeting a few years go and heard Dr.
Nigel Lee, who has earned ten doctorates, conclude a speech by saying, “But | thank God | am still a
post-millennialist! | was totally surprised because | had thought that view had gone the way of the
dinosaur. | was also surprised to hear severa say Amen. However, many of the Lord’s most
outstanding servants held that position early in the last century.

When | wasin college and seminary most of my professors were Amillennialists; they did not believe
in aliteral millennial (one thousand year) reign. | have heard others say, “I am a pan-millennialist; |
think it is all going to pan out in the end.” A highly respected Bible teacher was once asked his
position and he said, “I am a pro-millennialist - however the Lord worksit out, | am for it.” Well, if
you put it likethat | suppose we are all pro-millennialists. But, this can also be away of saying oneis
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not interested in seeking answers, or that he is unwilling to commit to any particular view.

Many of usholdto apremillennial position. | believethe NT supportsthat position, but | also believe
the NT would have me treat one who disagrees with me with respect and dignity. A few years ago, |
read a copy of the Mississippi BAPTIST RECORD that Dr. E. R. Pinson had celebrated his ninety-
second birthday, so | called Dr. Pinson to congratulate him. | had a nice visit with my old Bible
professor - and | am glad | had the privilege of sitting under aBibleteacher and not ssimply a“religion”
teacher! Dr. Pinson had served asinterim pastor and conference Bible teacher for many years after he
retired and at the time he was teaching a Sunday School class. He had begun aclassin the Revelation
the previous Sunday and he told me about it. The 92 year old retired Bible teacher, one of the best |
have ever known, said, “Johnny, last Sunday | stood before my class and announced for thefirst timein
my lifethat | am aPremillennialist.” | wastotally amazed. Isit not encouraging to find a92 year old
man who isstill studying and willing to be convinced that he needsto change hisposition? Dr. Pinson
had not arrived at this position through theinfluence of teachers, preachers, or friends. He had beenled
to that position through his study of the Word of God.

| have afeeling that we are all going to learn somethings about eschatology (the study of last things) at
some point in the future. Without trying to defend my position at this point, let me say that in all the
viewswith which | am familiar, the Lord returns. Thereismore: Hewill return at the proper time -
and God isthe One who determinesthe proper time. | wouldn’'t haveit any other way. Therearetimes
when | pray that the Lord will return immediately, and then | am reminded of the fact that God is
infinite, | am finite. | am totally incapable of determining the proper time.

Ray Prichard, in his new book, HE'S GOD AND WE'RE NOT, lists seven principles that seem to
apply here. He callsthem seven laws. Thetitleistaken fromthefirst one, and that isthe onel would
stress here, but ook at all seven:

1) He's God and we are not.

2) God doesn’t need us, but we desperately need Him.
3) What God demands he supplies.

4) What you seek you find.

5) Active faith releases God' s power.

6) Thereis no growth without struggle.

7) What God starts, He finishes.

Think what my time schedule would do to others! | thank God that Jesusisreturning and | am ready
today. | asothank God that when Jesusreturns Hewill not be returning as Suffering Servant, but King
of Kingsand Lord of Lords.

6:16 - POSSESSES IMMORTALITY. “Who alone possesses immortality and dwells in
unapproachable light; whom no man has seen or can see. To Him be honor and eternal dominion!
Amen.” God alone “possesses immortality.” God aloneis eternal, deathless, in possession of eternal
life. There can be but one God, the uncaused Cause of all that exists. Heisthe great | AM, Creator,
Sustainer, and Redeemer. Francis Shaffer wrote something like twenty two books - and none of which
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onewould call light reading. Hisfirst three bookswere considered atrilogy by a man who had moved
from agnosticism to theism when he came to understand the doctrine of the Trinity. In his original
trilogy Shaeffer proposed two positions (or conclusions). First, Heisthere. Second, Heisnot silent.
God isthe One Who exists. Heisthe only Onewho can exist. Sadly, many in the church have climbed
aboard the diversity bandwagon. There are church memberswho believethat Jesusisnot the only way
to the Father. They are committed to a view of tolerance that joins them with those who attack
Christianity in Americain order to prove they are not narrow-minded bigots.

The Ten Commandment haveto be removed from all public buildingsand propertieslest someMuslim
or atheist see them and fedl left out. Boy Scouts who have been meeting on city owned property are
being kicked out because they mention God - but in some cases, the real reason isthat they refuseto
have homosexual scout masters working with boys. ACLU lawyers and their clients defend their
position with all the fervor of an old-time evangelist. They denying the freedom of millionsto protect
thefedlings of afew. One even declared how unfair the Boy Scouts are to those boys who are “gay.”
That assumes alot! Of course, they are saying they were born that way. | am sorry, but | don’t buy
that. Call me ahomophobe if you like, but | cannot help it - | was born that way!

Christian attorney and columnist, David Limbaugh, has written a new book, PERSECUTION: HOW
LIBERALS WAGE WAR AGAINST CHRISTIANITY, in which he details the attack against
Chrigtianity. Thereisaholy war going onin Americatoday and it isnot only the onewaged by Islamic
terrorists. Professing atheistsaretrying to drive Christianity back inside the four walls of the church or
thehome. Little do they understand that Christianity cannot be contained by walls! Jesus sendsus out
into the streets and market places, amission which has caused the martyrdom of countless numbers of
faithful Christian through the centuries. Sadly, every time the ACLU wages a fresh attack on the
church, the Rev. Barry Lynn, of Americans United for Separation of Church and State, eagerly joins
their fight.

The God Who alone possesses immortality, is also the One Who:

1) “Dwellsin unapproachable light” - He Who is Light dwellsin light (in Him isno darkness at all).
2) “Whom no man has seen or can see” Him - No one can see Him because He is Spirit.

3) “To Him be honor and eternal dominion!” - He has dominion, but we must recognize it.

6:17 - INSTRUCT THOSE. “ Instruct thosewho arerichinthispresent world not to be conceited or to

fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly suppliesuswith all thingsto enjoy.”
Paul is writing to charge Timothy with the responsibility of teaching the church at Ephesus sound
doctrine. Heistoteach all people, rich and poor. The poor are given many reasonsto look to the Lord.
“Those who are rich in this present world” are also to be taught sound doctrine. They are aso to be

taught a Christian world-view. Paul chalenged Timothy to teach them:

1) Not to be conceited - pride is atemptation for anyone, but more so for the wealthy.

2) Not tofix their hope on the uncertainty of riches” - The Great Depression and Black Monday proved
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the point, and the stock market has demonstrated that in the last few years.
3) Fix their hope on God - “Who richly supplies us with all thingsto enjoy.” He wantsto bless us.

6:18 - DO GOOD. *“Instruct themto do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to
share.” Once again, Paul charges Timothy, teach them:

1) “Todo good.” The Bibleisvery clear about this one thing - there is no person who is inherently
good. Jesus said, “Why do you cal Me good? No one is good except God alone” (Mark 10:18).
However, God demands that all who know Him to good works. There is human good, and there is
Christian good. When the world proclaims that man is basically good it shows that it understands
neither the Word of God nor the character of man.

2) “To begenerous and ready to share” - Many of those who are wealthy are very generous. For some,
itisamatter of marketing themselves. Entertainers, politicians, and even some athletes benefit from a
reputation for generosity. They adopt causes and commit themselves to them. Others are moved by
compassion and often give anonymously to causes they consider worthy. Christians who posses
material wealth should give generously in away that honors God and meetsthe needs of thosewho are
less fortunate.

When | was ateenager | often joked about the complimentary statement, “He would give you the shirt
off hisback.” | heard it often in those days. | joked that my mother would give you the shirt off my
back. It was not uncommon to see one of my shirtswalking down theroad. My all time favorite shirt
was one in “inherited” from my father. It was a sport shirt, but nicer than students were wearing to
school, especialy those of uswho played touch football in them.

Therewasaman in the areawhose hygiene, or lack of same, was proverbial. Heand hiswife had three
children and once when he desperately needed job my parentsinvited him to cometo our house where
they got him to take abath and dressin the clothes they provided for him. Then they told him he could
stand on the back of the pickup truck and they would take him to look for ajob. He came out with
“my” shirt on and climbed onto the truck. | stood there watching the shirt disappear down the road.
When my parents returned my mother was frustrated - Daddy was amused. They did not realize the
man had any snuff with him! When the stopped in town they discovered that he had been spitting snuff
into the wind and it had blown back all over him - all over “my” shirt. | just thank the Lord that an
experience like that did not discourage Mother’ s generosity.

6:19 - STORING UP..THE TREASURE. *“Soring up for themselves the treasure of a good
foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which islifeindeed.” Jesus providesthe
reason: “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:21). We are on this earth
but a brief time - like a vapor that appears in the morning and is soon gone. All people can store up
treasures that |ast forever.

During the sixties, it was said of the “Jesus Freaks’, “They are so heavenly minded they are of no
earthly good.” Someone responded that they were in rebellion against their parents who were so
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earthly minded they were of no earthly good. By doing good and helping to meet the needs of others
we are storing up treasures for eternity and taking “hold of that which islife indeed.”

G. A Chargeto Keep, 6:20-21.

6:20 - GUARD THAT WHICH HASBEEN ENTRUSTED TO YOU. “O Timothy, guard what has
been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty chatter and the opposing arguments of what is
falsely called ‘knowledge'...” TheHolman Christian Standard Biblerendersit, “ Timothy, guard what
has been entrusted to you, avoiding irreverent, empty speech and contradictionsfrom the ‘ knowledge’
that falsely bearsthat name.” Paul charges Timothy to:

1) Guard what has been entrusted to you - A. T. Robertson points out that the Greek word for “guard”
isthe aorist of urgency. Literally, it isto place beside as adeposit, thus, to put up that which has been
entrusted to you as adeposit. But what exactly wasit that had been entrusted to Timothy? First, the
Gospel of salvation had been entrusted to Timothy, asitisto all who are called to serve Him. In the
second place, there is sound doctrine.

2) Avoid worldly and empty chatter - “A word fitly spokenislike applesof gold In settings of silver”
(Pro. 25:11), but idle chatter does not honor the Lord. Timothy, as ayoung servant of Jesus Christ, is
charged to guard against worldly language. What does he mean by worldly chatter? That which the
world calls “cool”, or “awesome” may well be worldly. The term may also include anything from
profane or vulgar language to that which is somewhat off-color, or suggestive. It may be popular to use
the language of the world, but if it dishonorsthe Lord it issinful.

We are not only to avoid using the tongue for an ungodly purpose, we are to avoid “empty chatter”.
Our Lord hears every word we say, he even knows the thoughts of our mind, the imaginations of our
heart. We are accountableto Him. Timothy and all servantsof the Lord must avoid idle chatter. When
you add this to what James writes about the sins of speech, you know that we all have fallen short of
God's perfect will and purpose for us.

3) Avoid “contradictions of what is falsely called knowledge” - through sound doctrine. We must
avoid meaningless debates. Dr. R. R. Pearce, one of my all time favorite professors, often made
statements or asked questions that provoked a debate in his classes. One day when the debate was
getting a little more heated than usual, Dr. Pearce turned and wrote two words on the chalk board:
LIGHT and HEAT. Then he asked, “What are you trying to throw in the subject, light or heat? Light
illuminates but heat tarnished. Hereisagood rule of thumb: when you seethat you are throwing more
heat on the subject than light it is time to bring the debate to a close.

6:21- GONE ASTRAY. Paul warns Timothy to avoid “false knowledge” (v. 20), “ Which some have
professed and thus gone astray fromthefaith. Grace bewithyou.” Paul charges Timothy to remained
focused on the Gospel, the good news of salvation through Jesus Christ. Sadly, some had fallen away
from sound doctrine and embraced heresy.
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Many in our day have gone astray, following false knowledge, or false doctrine. Some have turned
from sound doctrine to cults like Mormonism or Jehovah’s Witnesses. Others have turned to pagan
religions - animism, eastern mysticism, or New Agereligions. Still others have turned to the occult,
glamorizing and glorifying all the occult practices condemned in the Word of God. Some within the
church have gone astray by adopting an unscriptural attitude toward Scripture. Still othersadapted the
Scripture to suit their interests or agenda.

The election of ahomosexual priest o the office of Bishop by the Episcopal Church leadersis meeting
with strong opposition from conservatives Episcopalians. Thosewho e ected him defend their actionin
a number of ways. They have been on the cutting edge of societal revolution in the past. Their
members have accepted changesin the past and they will accept this. And one priest seemed ecstatic
over their action, announced, “ The Bible is not our authority!” The homosexual priest has stated that
he believes God has put himin that position - | wonder if he thinks God is putting His church through
the turmoil for the fun of it! It seems obvious to me that this new Bishop has more concern with
himself - and the homosexual agenda - than heiswith hischurch. If thereisone thing we can be sure
of it isthat the Bible is not his authority on this.

| onceled aconferencein achurch that waswell known for itsliberal theology and itsliberal position
on moral and social issues. Inthelast session, | brought up the Bible and mentioned the controversy
that had raged over the Word of God for a number of years. As| recalled, | pointed out that Francis
Shaeffer, back around 1960, predicted that the next great battlefield in Christianity would bethe Bible.
Little could most people imagine how right he was.

| knew | could not compromise on the Scripture, regardless of what some of the people sitting there
thought. So, | made the statement that | believe the Word of God isinspired, infallible, authoritative,
and inerrant. | added, “1f God could not have produced a perfect work why should we call Him God;
and He could have done it and would not do it, what kind of God is He?” | added, “This is a
theological conviction, not apolitical position. And | will add another note here: | have already had a
major heart attack, | am past sixty yearsof age, and | know that | will be standing in the presence of my
Lord before too long. And if He tells me that | took His Word too seriously, then | will adjust my
thinking. But until that time comes, | am not willing to compromise on God’s Word.”

CONCLUSION

The Ephesian Church had agreat start. Paul planted the church, and served as their missionary/pastor
for threeyears. He was blessed with some able associates. Silas, Timothy, and Luke (at |east apart of
thetime). After hisrelease from the first Roman imprisonment, Paul took Timothy and went back to
visit key churches. When they arrived at Ephesusthey discovered that some problems had devel oped.

Paul left Timothy to deal with theseissues, but after he arrived in Macedonia- almost certainly to visit
the church at Philippi - he was inspired by the Holy Spirit to write to Timothy to provide special
guidelines for his ministry there. Certain problems had to be addressed.

The charge to Timothy was both theological and practical - though some do not seem to think the two
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arecompatible. Thisepistleisdeeply theological in content, and at the sametimeitisvery practical in
itsapplication. Thereisachargefor Timothy and that charged focused around teaching sound doctrine
in an effort to refute and defeat false doctrine.

One message we get from this epistleisthat Christianity isarelationship based on God’ srevelation of
Hisredemptive purposefor us, and not simply areligioninwhich peopletry to either appease an angry
god or attract the attention of adisinterested god. Another lesson isthat, while our relationship to the
Lord hasan emotional quality, the essentials of thefaith are not primarily emotional. The emphasison
sound doctrine takes us beyond awarn fuzzy feeling, ecstatic praise, of frenzied activities. Thisisnot
an attack on our charismatic friends, thereisenough of that without my jumping on the bandwagon. At
the same time, we must emphasi ze the mental aspect of Christianity. We must peach and teach sound
doctrine or we will lose a generation to false doctrines, emotional experientialism, or ritual and
ceremony.

An issue of THE CHRISTIAN READER (November/December, 2003) features a picture of Rick
Warren on thefront. | have heard Rick Warren speak, and as a matter of fact, received abig bear-hug
from the man who haswritten two very popular books, THE PURPOSE DRIVEN CHURCH and THE
PURPOSE DRIVEN LIFE. Rick Warren has challenged alot of peopleto try what they have donein
Cdlifornia - with amazing results, | might add. What | am about to say is not a criticism of Rick
Warren as much asit is an indictment of the rest of us.

| have been concerned that the church today, from the pulpit, to the pew, to denominational
headquarters, has developed a practice that needs to be examined. When Henry Blackaby wrote
EXPERIENCING GOD, the book was an immediate best seller. But it did not stop there. The church
wanted to buy everything Henry Blackaby wrote. | received a complimentary copy of the
EXPERIENCING GOD NEW TESTAMENT just prior to its release by Broadman and Holman ( |
serve on the Broadman and Holman Committee for LiféWay Christian Resources). Asamatter of fact,
| have two copies of that New Testament - the first has a printer’s error in it and they had to delay
shipment to the stores until it was corrected.

Rick Warren and Henry Blackaby - and | am going to assume here that they were both led of the Lord
into the ministry for which they are now famous - aretwo really amazing men. So, my problem isnot
primarily with Warren and Blackaby, or even Beth Moore, but with the way the church has come to
look at celebrities. Let ussay that God |ed these three peopleto something very specia and that He has
blessed these ministries. Many will agree, some may debate the point.

My concern is that we have reached the point in the church in America that we find someone whose
work the Lord is blessing, and at first we take alook, often avery close look at that person and his
work. When we are convinced that they are for real, thereis atendency to take our eyes off the Lord
and the special ministry to which He has called us and we focus on that highly visible, highly
successful pastor, teacher, or evangelist. In other words, we find someone who has his eyes on the
Lord and we keep our eyes on him - not on the Lord, but on onewho hashiseyesontheLord. Let me
say it again: instead of keeping our eyes on the Lord we keep our eyes on someone else who has his
eyeson the Lord.
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Rick Warren, Henry Blackaby, and Beth Moore are very special people who have been called to a
specia ministry which the Lord hasblessed. Sowhat dowe do? We can gototheLord and ask Himto
reveal to uswhether or not we are doing what He has called usto do, and if we are not we can ask Him
what to do about it. That callsfor some serious prayer. The adternative isto read what Rick Warren
has written and save the time and energy. Some have done that and rel eased glowing reports. Others
have tried it and found themselves without a church. Still others have seen church split over this
approach - and approach which Warrens advises, “may not work in your church.”

What are weto do? Learn from others but keep your eyes on the Lord, not on someone else who has
his eyes on the Lord. How do we do that? Stay with the Bible. The Holy Spirit, Who inspired the
writing, illuminates our minds as we study it and guide in the application of it. He may lead you to
adopt an existing program for your church, or He may |ead you to another program or ministry - but He
will lead you. Trust the Holy Spirit to lead you where He wants you to be. Trust Him to reveal how
you should doit. Thismuch you know for sure, Hewill keep you focused on prayer, evangelism, and
sound doctrine.

Southern Baptists have adopted statements of beliefsthat identify the people called Baptists. Thefirst
BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE STATEMENT was adopted three quarters of a century ago and
the second in 1963. The latest is the 2000 BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE STATEMENT, a
statement which recognizes the authority of the Word of God. Thisis a statement of beliefs held by
most Baptists - not all agree (which provesthey are Baptists!). Baptists are apeople of the Book, and
that should say it al, and at onetimeit was probably enough, but many peoplefelt that it would bewise
to adopt a statement that highlighted the basic doctrines we consider essential.

After a meeting when we discussed who is a Louisiana Baptist, | recalled a list of BAPTIST
ESSENTIALSDr. Jimmy Draper had shared with LifeWay trusteesat Glorietaand | e-mailed himand
asked him to send me the list. He told me that Morris Chapman has presented a similar, if not an
identical list at some meeting. Hereiswhat Dr. Draper sent me:

BAPTIST ESSENTIALS

There are many Baptist distinctives (Baptism by immersion), but there are seven Baptist distinctives
every Baptist should know:

1. Salvation by grace, through faith, plus nothing (which demands security of believers).
2. Sufficiency of Scripture (2 Tim. 3:16-17)
3. The Lordship of Jesus Christ

4. Autonomy of the local church
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5. Religious Liberty
6. Trinitarian view of God
7. The Great Commission

Wehaveachargeto keep. Teach our peopleto do what isgood, to be generous, to |love one another, to
win the lost, and to teach sound doctrine. “Grace be with you.”

APPENDIX #1

THE USE OF WINE IN NEW TESTAMENT TIMES

BY
JOHNNY L. SANDERS, D.Min.

How popular ishome wine-making? The question appeared recently in aweekly magazine. The answer
wasthat every month, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearmsof the U.S. Dept. of the Treasury
licensesanew 5,000 heads-of - households. The American Wine Society, aHobby group, reports (1975)
membership as 12,000 with a 30% annual increase.

“Pop” wines, advertised so freely on TV, radio, magazines, and billboards, have contributed to a
serious and growing problem among young people. People like to joke about the amount of beer
consumed by servicemen but it isno joke to three million American veterans who are now alcoholics.

Alcohol is a major problem, but when one takes a stand against beverage acohol, some “sleeper”
comes up with the same old worn-out protest, “But Jesus drank wine! They drank wine at the Last
Supper, didn't they?” The answer is, “yes.” Jesus drank wine and wine was used at the Last Supper.
But the answer to theimplied question (Isnot modern drinking the same asthat practiced by the Jews at
their feasts and social function?) is“no.” Thereisadifference.

Anarticleby R. H. Stein, "Wine Drinking in N. T. Times", which appeared in the June 20, 1975 issue

of "Christianity Today" (p. 9) ishelpful in understanding the differenceinwinedrinkingin N. T. times
and modern social drinking. Stein pointed out that in ancient Greece wine was stored in large jugs
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called AMPHORAE. When used it wasfirst poured into large bowls called KRATERS and mixed with
water. From these kraters cups (KYLIX) werefilled. It isimportant to note that before the wine was
consumed it was mixed with water. The cups were filled from the kraters and not the amphorae.

Theratio of water to wine mentioned by ancient writers varied from 1 to 20 parts water to 1 part wine.
Common ratios mentioned are: 2-1, 3-1, 4-1, 5-2 (the larger number representsthe water). " Sometimes
theratio goesdownto 1to 1 (and even lower), but it should be noted that such amixtureisreferred to
as‘strongwine.” Drinking wine unmixed, on the other hand, was|ooked on asa Scythian or barbarian
custom” (Stein).

Winewas not only acommon beveragein ancient times. 1t wasused for medical purposesaswell asa
solvent for medicines. Wine is mentioned often in ancient writings. Plutarch wrote, “We call a
mixture’ wine' although thelarger of the component partsiswater.” Writerssimply called the mixture
wine without explaining the ratio. But if straight wine or unmixed wine was intended it was called
“strong wine” or strong drink.

It seems reasonabl e to assume that the practice among the Jewswas similar to that mentioned above. In
severa placesinthe O. T. adistinction is made between wineand 'strong drink.' InLev. 10:8-9wefind
the Lord addressing Aaron, "Drink no wine nor strong drink, you nor your sonswith you, when you go
into the tent of meeting..."

OTHER REFERENCES: (1) Num. 6:3; (2) Deut. 14:14-26; 29:6; (3) Judges 13:4, 7, 14; (4) | Sam.
1:15; (5) Pro. 20:1; 31:4, 6; (6) Isaiah 5:11, 22.

Both the Talmud and the 1901 Jewish Encyclopedia suggeststhat amixture of three partswater to one
part wine was customary. Therefore, it may be safe to assume that the wine used at the Last Supper
was a mixture of 3 parts water to 1 part wine.

Y es, Jesus drank wine. Y es, the apostles drank wine. But no, the modern use of acoholic beverages
does not parallel the use of winein N. T. times. “To consume the amount of alcohol that is in two
martinis by drinking wine containing three parts water to one part wine, one would have to drink over
twenty-two glasses” (Stein). Thereisastriking differencesin modern social drinking and the use of
wine in those days.

In ancient times safe drinking water was often very difficult to find. Unfermented fruit juice would
soon spoil and milk would sour. The only answer to avery acute problem was real, fermented wine.
Thewine helped purify the water and the water stretched the wine supply. When onetook an extended
trip the only safe, reliable drink was this mixture of water and wine. It was not only practical, it was
essential.

Today safe water, coffee, tea, refrigerated milk and juices and cold soft drinks are available to most
people whether at home or ontheroad. These drinksare not only safer than wine, beer and liquor, they
are usually less expensive. Seldom does a family become destitute because of afather’s addiction to
coffee or tea. The same cannot be said of acoholic beverages.
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Lost men generally associate the drinking of alcoholic beverages with worldliness and sin. Many
unsaved people can only be reached by one who lives a separated life. Any Christian who drinks
beverage a cohol places histestimony in seriousjeopardy and to deliberately jeopardize one'switnessis
a serious offense against God and the unsaved. Knowing this, the man who drinks is seeking the
minimum in service and loyalty, and avoiding the maximum commitment to the Lord. Thosewho try
tojustify their drinking may often betrying to determinejust how little they can do for God and still be
called aChristian by others. Itiseasy totell when someoneisrationalizing to try justify compromise.

“If the drinking of unmixed wine or even wine mixed with aratio of one to one with
water was frowned upon in ancient times, certainly the drinking of distilled spiritsin
which the alcohol content is frequently three to ten times greater would be frowned
upon agreat deal more” (Stein).

Habakkuk warnsin 2:15, “Woe unto him that giveth his neighbor drink, that puttest thy bottle to him,
and makest him drunken also...” On cigarette packagesthereisawarning: “ The Surgeon General has
determined that cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health.” Should there not be an even stronger
warning attached to alcoholic beverages?

"At the last it biteth like a serpent and stingeth like an adder.” Read Proverbs 23:29-32.
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